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Minutes of the Curriculum and New Programs Committee 
October 2, 2006 

 
A meeting of the Curriculum and New Programs Committee was held on Monday, October 2, 
2006 at 9:00 a.m. in the Academic Administration Building, Room 172 with, Dr. Ellis Sykes, 
Vice President for Academic Affairs, presiding.  Those in attendance were Mrs. Mary Miles for 
Mrs. Arna Albritten, Dr. Audrey W. Beard, Dr. Leroy Bynum, Dr. Wilburn A. Campbell, Dr. 
Kwaichow Chan, Captain Timothy Cross, Sergeant Milton Evans, Dr. Linda Grimsley, Dr. Rani 
George, Dr. Charles J. Heglar, Dr. Marcia Hood, Dr. Joyce Y. Johnson, Mrs. Rosalyn Jones, Dr. 
LaVerne L. McLaughlin, Dr. Charles Ochie, Dr. Abiodun Ojemakinde, Dr. Zephyrinus 
Okonkwo, Mrs. Qadriyyah Qawiy, and Dr. Ontario Wooden.  
 
Opening Remarks 
 
Dr. Ellis Sykes greeted the committee members.  The agenda was distributed. Dr. Sykes 
informed the committee that due to structural changes in the committee, additional faculty 
members will be added to the committee.   
 
Minutes 
 
The minutes of the September 11, 2006 meeting were distributed.  The minutes were approved 
with the necessary corrections.   
 
Old Business 
 
College of Arts and Humanities 
 English and Modern Languages 
 
Dr. Charles J. Hegler presented the proposal to change the external exit assessment for seniors in 
English for the Department of English and Modern Languages. 
 
It was moved and seconded that the proposal be approved.  The motion was approved. 
 
College of Education 
 Teacher Education 
 
Dr. Wilburn Campbell asked Dr. Ontario Wooden to present the proposal for a name and title 
change for ECEC 3378 Creat/Phys Act to EDUC 3378 Creative/Effective Teaching 
Performance-Based Learning for the Department of Teacher Education.  Dr. Wooden asked Dr. 
Audrey Beard to present the proposals for Teacher Education. 
 
Comm 1100 should be listed as Public Speaking on the check sheet.  Check sheets should also be 
dated.  Dr. Sykes will check with Mrs. Hayslip in Academic Affairs regarding changes as they 
are approved. 
 
Dr. Kwaichow Chan asked about other changes on the check sheets.  Dr. Charles Ochie asked 
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about the Praxis and GACE (Georgia Assessments for the Certification of Educators).  Dr. Sykes 
asked Dr. Campbell to have his office provide a format to follow to reflect changes for the 
GACE exam on the check sheets. 
 
It was moved and seconded that the proposal be approved.  The motion was approved. 
 
Military Science 
 
Captain Timothy Cross asked that the proposals for Military Science be tabled until he receives 
the recommendations for changes of course numbers and descriptions from the Registrar’s 
Office.  The committee agreed. 
 
New Business 
 
College of Sciences and Health Professions 
 Natural Sciences 
 
Dr. Joyce Y. Johnson asked Dr. Chan to present the proposal for the Department of Natural 
Sciences.  Dr. Chan presented a proposal for a new Master’s degree program for Environmental 
Science. 
 
The rationale for the proposal is that a Master of Science in Environmental Science (MSES) 
degree program has been proposed to meet the growing regional and national demands on 
environmental professions, not to mention the critical need to increase diversity in the field.  This 
program will be the first Master’s degree in physical sciences every offered by the University as 
part of its continuing effort to expand the graduate programs.  The MSES offers both thesis and 
non-thesis options.  A FT graduate student may spend up to two years to complete the degree, 
taking up to 39 credit hours.  A total of 14 new courses, out of nineteen in the curriculum, have 
been proposed for the initial phase of the program.  Besides tapping into existing faculty’s 
expertise in environmental chemistry and biology, two additional new faculty members will be 
hired in the first two years to run the program.  MSES will have a strong tie with the Flint River 
Water Policy Center as well as the capacity to attract external funding.  It is expected that the 
program will break even within a five year period.  Fourteen new courses will be added and 
presented under separate cover. 
 
The proposal will be voted on at the next meeting. 
 
Dr. Chan presented the proposal to add fourteen new courses for the new Master’s degree 
program for Environmental Science in the Department of Natural Sciences. 
 
 ENVR 5001 Environmental Science Seminar   2(2-0) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that this course will involve a review and discussion of 
current literature and selected topics of contemporary environmental concerns as well as 
techniques to effective communication.  This course will help students develop skills and 
techniques associated with gathering data and presenting it effectively by using the latest A/V 
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technology.  Guest speakers will also present topics of general interest in the area of 
environmental sciences. 
 
 ENVR 5002 Special Topics in Environmental Sciences  1(1-0) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that this course is based on an interdisciplinary science that 
uses scientific concepts and information to help understand (i) how the earth works, (ii) how 
humans are affecting the earth’s life-support systems, and (iii) how to deal with the 
environmental problems faced by humanity.  This course will present about 40% the basic 
science needed to understand the environmental problems, 30% that describes the environmental 
problems, and the remaining 30% with the proposed solutions for environmental problems. 
 
 ENVR 5003 Graduate Scientific Writing    2(2-0) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that this course is designed to prepare students about 
scientific evidence for writing a master’s thesis or a Master’s Capstone Project towards partial 
fulfillment of their degree.  This course will further elaborate on publications in scientific 
journals, parts of scientific paper, graphical and tabular presentation of date, sources and research 
funding, how to write research grants, the editorial process, elements of style and research ethics 
in all such scientific publications. 
 
 ENVR 5100 Introduction to Environmental Science    3(3-0) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that this course is a fundamental course that encompasses the 
study of behavior of mankind both as a dominant force and as an inseparable part of the 
ecosphere.  The ecological concepts, pollution and its control, resources and resources 
management, human manipulation of ecosystems, law and environmental problems, urban 
environment, problems caused by population growth, and discussing various current issues in the 
area of environmental science. 
 
 ENVR 5301 GIS Methods and Techniques     3(3-0) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that this course will provide an introduction to Geographic 
Information Systems (GIS), stressing practical applications of standard software packages.  
Topics covered include displaying, downloading, editing, analyzing, and printing public domain 
and user created geographical data sets.  The course covers introductory basic theory and 
emphasizes application of GIS, and it includes as overview of the use of remotely sensed data for 
the study of human and environmental phenomena.  Image-processing software is used to 
analyze satellite and other remote sensing image.  
 
 ENVR 5311 Wetland Science      3(2-3) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that this course is a study of wetland environment including 
an examination of the physical properties, functions and values, and geographic variety and 
distribution of wetlands.  A variety of topics including biology, chemistry, ecology, economics, 
geography, history, and public policy will be addressed.  Biological, chemical, and physical 
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processes which occur in natural and constructed wetlands will be discussed.  Field trips are 
required. 
 
 ENVR 5521 Hydrology      (4-3-3) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that this course introduces both basic and applied aspects of 
hydrology; hence fundamental characteristics of hydrology are discussed along with their 
relevance for policy issues based on hydrological data acquisition, analysis, and interpretation.  
Relevant methods of improving water use efficiency are also discussed. 
 
 ENVR 5522 Environmental Chemistry and Analysis  4(3-3) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that this course provides an overview of the laboratory 
techniques and equipment used in the routine analyses of the soil, plant, air and water.  The 
course will acquaint the students with the basic techniques and equipment used in routine 
analyses of the soil, plant, air and water.  The course also equips the students with general 
methodology used in agricultural and environmental research in preparation for laboratory jobs 
after graduation from the university. 
 
 ENVR 5527 Introduction to Hazardous Waste Management  3(3-0) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that this course provides an overview of the hazardous waste 
management study, with emphasis about contaminated site problems, state and federal 
regulations on hazardous waste management policies.  This course also discusses definitions and 
classification of hazardous wastes by state and federal regulatory agencies; legal responsibilities 
of generators, transporters and owners of storage facilities of hazardous wastes; identification of 
hazardous waste source and remedial measures. 
 
 ENVR 5534 Environmental Toxicology    4(3-3) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that Environmental Toxicology is the study of the properties, 
effects and detection of toxic substances in the environment of health of living organisms 
including human beings.  This course will provide an understanding of the chemistry and 
reactions of toxic substances, their origins and uses, exposure, transformation and elimination by 
biological systems.  Formulae, structures, and reactions of toxic substances will be discussed.  
Field trips are required. 
 
 ENVR 5549 Global Climate Change     3(3-0) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that this course will investigate past, present, and future 
climatic and its implications for humans.  It is known that the earth’s climates suffered many 
changes in the past with serious environment repercussions.  The cause and effect of past 
climatic changes due to the interactions of the earth system are investigated and the lessons 
learned from the past will be applied to present and the future.  The influence of human 
activities, e.g. green house gasses, on the earth’s physical, chemical and biological systems and 
on issues related to climate changes in the 21st Century will be fully explored. 
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 ENVR 5990 Master’s Capstone Project    3(3-0) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that this is a course requirement of all non-thesis masters 
student.  The student proposes a comprehensive solution to a selected environmental problem.  
Selection of an environmental problem based on the student’s industrial work experience or 
goals, if applicable, is strongly recommended.  A literature review, well written report and 
presentation, is expected.  A literature review, well written report, and presentation are expected. 
 
 ENVR 6000 Master’s Thesis      6(6-0) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that the purpose of a master’s thesis is to develop the 
student’s ability to conduct independent research in a selected field in environmental science.  
The student is expected to apply the knowledge acquired and under the guidance of faculty to 
come up with new solutions or understanding to problems related to environmental issues.  The 
student is expected to develop a proposal, plan for a course of action, conduct the research, 
author the master’s thesis, and present the work independently.  The master’s thesis contains two 
parts.  Part I is to perform a critical review and analysis of another master’s thesis; a 3-5 pages of 
critical review in writing and oral presentation are expected.  Part II is for students to conduct 
their independent research that demonstrates critical analysis of theoretical models and/or 
empirical facts collected.  The student is expected to complete a 40-60 pages in length master’s 
thesis, and upon the completion of the thesis to defend it in front of a committee composed of at 
least three faculty members. 
 
 ENVR 6001 Internship      2(0-2) 
 
The rationale for this new course is that the students will work with respective organization(s) of 
their choice in the area of environmental science and submit a report on their work. 
 
After much discussion, Dr. Sykes asked Dr. Chan to send copies of the proposals to all of the 
committee members.  Dr. Sykes also recommend that each member should made changes on the 
proposals and send them back to Dr. Chan and if there is a strong disagreement or support of the 
program, it should be discussed at the next meeting. 
 
Dr. Campbell updated the committee on the Board of Regents Learning Academy.  There is great 
emphasis on learning and not teaching.  He stated learning has to be enhanced in the classrooms.  
Remove teaching and focus on learning.   
 
These proposals will be voted on at the next meeting. 
 
Other Items 
 

1. The updated QEP (Quality Enhancement Plan) Topic is “An innovative model for 
enhancing success of freshman students in a beginning math course”. The updated 
topic focuses on student outcomes and student learning. 
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2. The registration sub-committee is looking at recommendations on how to fix the 
Regents Test problems.  Students are going beyond 45 hours of coursework before 
registering for the Regents Test. 

 
3. Students may take the Regents Test after they have satisfied English 1101 as stated by 

the Board of Regents regulations. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 10:26 a.m. 
 
Dr. Ellis E. Sykes, Presiding 
Dr. LaVerne L. McLaughlin, Recorder 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


