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On Jan. 16, Southwest

Georgia lost a woman who

epitomized the true mean-

ing of public service –

Mary Young-Cummings. 

Attorney, state represen-

tative, city commissioner,

minister, Civil Rights

leader. These were just a

few of the hats Ms. Young-

Cummings wore over the

years in her mission to

serve others.

The 13th child in a fam-

ily of 16 from Fitzgerald,

Ms. Young-Cummings

studied math at Savannah

State University. While in

Savannah, she established a

local chapter of the

NAACP and worked in the

Civil Rights Movement of

the 1960s in Georgia, Mis-

sissippi, Alabama and

Florida. Ms. Young-Cum-

mings participated in the

March on Washington in

1963 when Dr. Martin

The epitome of

public service

See page 5.

Encore production of

Crowns in February

ASU Marching Rams to perform in 
Honda Battle of the Bands on Jan. 30
By Cindy Gambill
Executive editor

On Jan. 30, the Albany State

University Marching Rams

Show Band will be one of

eight HBCU bands to perform

at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta

during the Honda Battle of the

Bands Invitational Showcase. 

For performing in the

Honda Battle of the Bands,

ASU will receive $20,000 for

music scholarships.

Other HBCU marching

bands selected to perform in

the 2010 Honda Battle of the

Bands are Clark Atlanta Uni-

versity, Florida A&M Univer-

sity, North Carolina Central

University, Prairie View A&M

University, Southern Univer-

sity, Tuskegee University and

Virginia State University. The

2010 Honda Battle of the

Bands marks the eighth year of

the event.

This will be the third time

the ASU Marching Rams band

has appeared in the Honda Bat-

The Albany State University Marching Rams Show Band
performs during the 2008 Honda Battle of the Bands Invita-
tional Showcase at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta. The
Marching Rams will return for their third appearance at the
event on Jan. 30.

ASU police department to host firearms workshop
By Joe West
Publications specialist

On Saturday, Jan. 30, Albany

State University will host a

workshop focused on Second

Amendment rights, firearm

safety and legal updates. The

event, free and open to citizens

age 21 and older, will be held

from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the

ACAD Auditorium.  

“I think every citizen who

can legally own a firearm

should have one,” said Albany

State University Police Chief

Roberson Brown. 

“That is not what you nor-

mally expect a Police Chief to

say, but adults need to have the

resources to protect themselves,

and with that, every firearm

owner must have the proper

training on how to use, maintain

and safeguard their weapons.”

Capt. Constance Johnson of

the ASU Police Department will

preside over the program which

will include six different ses-

sions led by legal and public

safety experts from throughout

Albany-Dougherty County. 

The Honorable Judge Nancy

Stephenson, Dougherty County

Probate Court Judge, will lead a

30-minute session covering

who can

obtain a

firearm li-

cense and

how to ob-

tain one. 

Greg

Edwards,

Dougherty

C o u n t y

D i s t r i c t

Attorney,

will give a one-hour presenta-

tion covering a variety of im-

portant legal issues related to

the Second Amendment of the

See HONDA on page 4.

See FIREARMS on page 5.

Chief Roberson 
Brown
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ASU students participating in Camp

Adventure will attend the LAC Training at
Florida A&M University. On Saturday, Jan. 23,
at 6:30 a.m., a bus will leave the HPER parking
lot for FAMU. It will be first come, first serve.
Students may drive and/or carpool behind the
bus to FAMU. LAC will be 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Participants need to be on time and wear
comfortable clothes. Each participant needs to
bring an unoffical copy of his or her transcript
showing hours completed and current GPA.
Camp Adventure requires a GPA of 2.5 and 30
hours completed by the end of Spring
Semester. For more information, contact
LaTonya N. Conner in HPER 234 at 430-4755
or latonya.conner@asurams.edu.

The Center for the African-American

Male will hold its third Winter Youth Summit

from 9 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 29, in
the HPER Gymnasium. More than 400 male
middle school students in the Dougherty
County School System are expected to
participate. For more information, call 430-
1821.

Albany State University’s Health Careers

Opportunity Junior Enrichment Program

will be held May 24-July 2, 2010. This six-week
intensive multifaceted university review and
preparatory program is for college juniors and
seniors interested in health careers. The
application deadline is March 1. For more
information, contact Taryn Thomas, HCOP
program administrator, at
taryn.thomas@asurams.edu or 420-1095.

The Albany State University Bowling

League meets at 7 p.m. Tuesdays at All
American Fun Park. The cost is $3 per person
for three games and practice time. For more
information or to sign up, contact Peter
Stevenson at 430-1394.

The ASU Marching Rams Show Band will
participate in the Honda Battle of the Bands

in the Georgia Dome in Atlanta on Saturday,
Jan. 30. To purchase tickets or for more
information, visit
www.hondabattleofthebands.com or
www.ticketmaster.com. Tickets are $10 for
upper bowl and $12 for lower bowl. Doors open
at 1:30 p.m., and the show starts at 3 p.m.

The Institute for Responsible Citizenship

is accepting applications for its summer
leadership program in Washington, D.C. The
institute provides African-American male
college students with networking opportunities,
leadership development and lifelong
mentorship. The program will run June 5 to
July 31. Applicants must be college
sophomores. The application is available at
www.i4rc.org/application.htm and must be
received by Jan. 29. For more information,
send e-mail to info@i4rc.org or call (202) 659-
2831.

The ASU Staff Council will meet Monday,
Jan. 25, at 2 p.m. in the Pendergrast Library
room 228. Items on the agenda include
finalizing the criteria for the Staff Employee of
the Year Award and plans for the next Staff
Appreciation Day. 

Wormley joins ASU OIIT staff as  data architect 
By Joe West
Publications specialist

Lonnie Wormley, a creative

graphic artist and enterprise

problem solver for more than 20

years, joined the Office of In-

structional and Information

Technology as a data architect

on Jan. 11.  He reports to the

vice president of OIIT.

Wormley comes to ASU

after serving Huston-Tillotson

University in Austin, Texas, for

five years as webmaster, Unix

system administrator and in-

terim Information Technology

department manager.

He decided to become in-

volved with computers because

of his love of math and art.

“For me, computer technol-

ogy is the perfect blend of tech-

nology and creativity, which I

crave,” he said. “My favorite

quote is ‘Art is making some-

thing out of nothing and selling

it.’ – Frank Zappa.”

After graduating from La

Jolla High School in California,

he spent a few years at the San

Diego State University studying

environmental design and art.

When he saw computers doing

three di-

mensional

mechanical

designs at a

trade show,

Wo r m l e y

decided to

get in-

v o l v e d

with com-

puter-aided

d e s i g n .

The joy of enabling enterprises

to solve problems through the

use of computer technology is

what gives Wormley his drive

for excellence.

Lonnie Wormley
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ASU to hold model bridge building contest Feb. 27

Luther King Jr. gave his “I Have a Dream” speech. 

After graduating from Howard University in 1967 with a

law degree, Ms. Young-Cummings practiced law for the

NAACP Legal Defense Fund in New York City. She joined

the law firm of C.B. King, another leader in the Albany Civil

Rights Movement. Ms. Young-Cummings was the first

African-American woman to practice law in Albany.

As an attorney, she filed a suit against Albany government

that ended the at-large voting practice of the day and instead

created city wards for voting. In 1975 she was elected to the

Albany City Commission, where she served for eight years.

In 1982 Ms. Young-Cummings went on to serve in the Geor-

gia General Assembly for a decade, which included being

elected chair of the Georgia Association of Black Elected

Officials in 1988.

In the early 1990s, Ms. Young-Cummings’ call to public

service led her to the ministry. She was ordained as a minis-

ter in 1994 and then served on the pastoral staff of New Di-

mension Christian Church for several years.

For her work, Ms. Young-Cummings received numerous

awards, such as the Albany NAACP Freedom Award, the

SCLC’s Drum Major for Justice Award, the Albany Martin

Luther King Jr. Community Service Award and the Out-

standing Black Georgian in Politics Award from the Com-

mittee on the Life and History of Black Georgians.

Ms. Young-Cummings readily gave of herself to help oth-

ers. She was known to stand up for those others had forgot-

ten. She stood strong against the social injustices of the

1960s and ’70s. She didn’t just watch the transition of soci-

ety from segregation to integration; she was one of the peo-

ple who made it happen. Her life should serve as a role

model for generations to come.

What touches my heart most about Ms. Young-Cummings

isn’t all the work that she did, but the fact that in all that she

did, Ms. Young-Cummings included her two children,

Demetrius Young, who now lives in Denver, Colo., and April

Young of Birmingham, Ala. Ms. Young-Cummings didn’t

just leave her children at home while she went out on the

front lines; she took them with her. 

Her son talks about standing next to the children of the

Rev. Jesse Jackson at political events and playing with his

sister at the state capitol. In all that she did, Ms. Young-

Cummings wanted her children to witness history in action

and to realize that her struggles were for their benefit and for

the generations yet to come.

On Wednesday scores of people in Albany bid farewell to

Ms. Young-Cummings at a memorial program at Mount Zion

Baptist Church. I was one of them. It was the least I could do

for a giant and legend. Even though she’s no longer with us,

her mark on Southwest Georgia history lives on.

By Cindy Gambill
Executive editor

Each year in February, middle and high school students

from across Southwest Georgia gather at Albany State Uni-

versity to test their engineering skills.

In celebration of National Engineers’ Week, Albany State

University will hold the eighth annual Southwest Georgia

Model Bridge Building Contest on Feb. 27. The contest is

sponsored by the Georgia Space Grant Consortium, a NASA-

funded organization with the mission of encouraging high

school and college students to pursue careers in science, engi-

neering and aerospace research. 

Teams of up to three students construct a model bridge of

balsa wood and glue designed to solve realistic engineering

problems. During the competition, each bridge is tested to de-

termine how much weight it can hold. Each bridge must meet

specific requirements of span, weight, height and clearance

across the bridge.

A $15 registration fee and completed registration form are

required for each entry. There is no limit to the number of

teams from each school. The registration deadline is Feb. 1.

Each participant receives an event T-shirt. Winners receive

plaques and other prizes.

For rules, registration forms, photos and videos of past con-

tests, visit www.asurams.edu/coshp/naturalsciences/engineer-

ing/bridge/Synopsis.htm. Information is also available from

Dr. Atin Sinha, ASU professor and coordinator of engineering,

at (229) 430-4820 or atin.sinha@asurams.edu.

A student watches as her bridge’s strength is tested during
the 2009 Southwest Georgia Model Bridge Building Con-
test. This year’s competition will be held at ASU on Feb. 27.
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Conservation 

Tip of the Week

Keep a bucket in the
shower to catch water as
it warms up or runs. Use
this water to flush toilets

or water plants.

(Source:  Water – Use it Wisely
www.wateruseitwisely.com/

100ways/se.shtml)

For additional 

information about

The Flint River Water

Planning & Policy Center or

waterSmart, contact:

Linda Means

P.O. Box 345

Albany, GA  31702-0345

Phone:  (229) 430-2900 

ext. 11

E-mail:  

lmeans@

h2opolicycenter.org

Web:

www.h2opolicycenter.org

tle of the Bands. ASU also

participated in the 2007 and

2008 events.

“Being selected to partic-

ipate in the Honda Battle of

the Bands is a tremendous

honor,” said Michael Decuir,

director of ASU bands. “The

members of the ASU March-

ing Rams are some of the

most dedicated and hardest

working students. They

strive for excellence on the

field, in the stands and in the

classroom. This honor just

proves that our fans realize

the band members’ commit-

ment to our university and

appreciate it enough to go

online and vote for us.”

Tickets for the Honda

Battle of the Bands are $10

for upper bowl and $12 for

lower bowl. Doors open at

1:30 p.m., and the event

starts at 3 p.m. Tickets are

available at www.hondabat-

tleofthebands.com or

www.ticketmaster.com. 

In addition to the show-

case, the Honda Battle of the

Bands HBCU Recruitment

Fair will precede the invita-

tional showcase from 10

a.m. to 2 p.m. Jan. 30 in the

Georgia Ballroom, Building

C of the Georgia World Con-

gress Center. 

HONDA continued from page 1.
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U.S. Bill of Rights. Edwards

will also update workshop at-

tendees on recent firearms leg-

islation, the use of deadly

force, as well as discuss types

of illegal firearms.

Chief Brown will conduct a

session entitled “The Funda-

mentals of Shooting” that will

lecture attendees on the proper

use, maintenance and safety

measures necessary for respon-

sible gun ownership. 

“When a citizen buys a gun

from a store, the storekeeper is

not required to give them infor-

mation about how to use the

weapon. They just sell the

weapon and that’s all to it,”

Chief Brown said.

“Responsible gun owners

know the fundamentals of load-

ing, aiming, firing, unloading,

clearing and cleaning a

weapon.”

Chief Brown suggests that

having gun owners learn those

fundamentals will help save

lives. 

“Just recently a gang fight

broke out at Savannah State

and an innocent bystander was

killed. That happened because

the gunman didn’t know how

to properly use his weapon,” he

said. 

“People need to know where

to aim when they shoot so they

hit their target and disable the

bad guy. They also need to

know how to properly make

weapons safe in their home.”

“Firearm Safety in Your

Home and Vehicle,” will be

presented by Capt. Johnson.

This session will give attendees

guidance on securing weapons

and ammunition in ways to pre-

vent children from getting ac-

cess.  She says, when people

decide to buy a gun, they also

need to get the equipment to

safeguard it.

“Lock boxes and gun locks

can be purchased from K-Mart,

Wal-Mart and most stores that

sell guns,” she said. 

“Every gun owner should

make sure they unload their

weapon upon arriving home.

They must lock up their

weapons in a different location

from where they lock up the

ammunition and make sure

they put both in places where

children cannot get to them.”

Chief Brown stresses that

this workshop is important for

all adult citizens who own a

firearm or are interested in

owning one.

“I want citizens to know

that this workshop is free and

open to all citizens who can

legally own a firearm,” he said. 

“This workshop is not just

about showing people how to

properly use a weapon and how

to obtain one, it’s also about

knowing the constraints on

weapon ownership and use.

Although Chief Brown sup-

ports the Second Amendment,

he opposes legislation that

would permit citizens to carry

guns on college campuses. 

“I am against allowing

weapons on school property”

(other than for law enforcement

personnel). T  he atmosphere on

c o l l e g e

campuses

is too

volatile,”

he sug-

gested.

“If a

s t u d e n t

gets a

grade he

d o e s n ’ t

like, it

would be

too easy for him to try to settle

the disagreement by pulling out

and using a gun.”

Other presenters at the

workshop will include the Al-

bany-Dougherty Drug Unit

who will discuss the different

types of firearms and their

nomenclature; and ASU Asst.

Police Chief John Fields will

give instructions on what to do

and what not to do if stopped

by police.

For more information on the

Firearm Safety Workshop, con-

tact Capt.  Johnson at 430-

4863.

Capt. Constance 
Johnson

ASU Theatre will present a Black Her-

itage Month encore production of “Crowns”

by Regina Taylor.  Directed by DeRon

Williams, “Crowns” features Dr. Wendy R.

Coleman as Mother Elsie Shaw. 

The show played to full house audiences

in November 2009 and, after many requests

and inquiries, will be offered again for a

two-night encore at 7:30 p.m. Feb. 12 -13 in

ACAD Auditorium.  General admission is

$10. Admission for ASU faculty, staff and

students with a valid ID is $5. 

Under the musical direction of Bishop J.

Nathan Paige and showcasing the talents of

ASU Theatre Ensemble members,

“Crowns” pays homage to the beauty, and

historical, and cultural significance of

church hats.  It is the story of a young girl

whose life was turned upside down when

her brother was killed as a result of street

violence.  She’s sent “down south” to live

with her grandmother, Mrs. Elsie Shaw, and

learns the meaning of love, self-acceptance

and heritage.  

Through songs such as “When the Saints

Go Marching In,” “This Joy That I Have,”

“I’ve Got a Crown,” and “In the Mornin’

(When I Rise),” Mother Shaw and the Hat

Queens lead Yolanda on a journey to

strength and healing.   

Encore production of ‘Crowns’ planned for February

After packing
the ACAD
Auditorium in
November
2009,
“Crowns” will
return for a
Black
Heritage
Month encore
production in
February.

FIREARMS   continued from page 1.





 
ALBANY STATE UNIVERSITY’S 

HEALTH CAREERS OPPORTUNITY PROGRAM 
JUNIOR ENRICHMENT PROGRAM (JEP) 

MAY 24, 2010 - JULY 2, 2010 

*Application deadline March 1, 2010* 

JEP is a sixweek intensive multifaceted university review and preparatory program for college 
juniors and seniors interested in health careers. 

Goals: 
 To improve test‐taking skills on standardized test. 
 To provide skills for facilitation and acceptance into a health professional school. 
 To facilitate financial aid awards in the pursuit of a health career. 

 
Eligibility: 

 Be a student at Albany State University or another post secondary institution. 
 Be an American citizen or a permanent resident of the U.S. 
 Completed a minimum of 60 semester hours. 
 Completed basic coursework in General and Organic Chemistry, Genetics or 

Cell/Molecular Biology or Physiology. 
 Have a cumulative grade point average of 2.8 or better (on a 4.0 scale) 
 Be economically and/or educationally disadvantaged 

 
Curriculum: 

 Intensive academic preparation for MCAT, DAT, VCAT, PCAT, GRE. 
 Activities: mock admission interviews, professions school applications, financial aid 

workshops, health related field trips, health career exploration and symposia. 
 

Benefits: 
Participants will be provided: 

  * Free room        * Stipend ($1,200) 
  * Free textbooks       * Computer access 
  * Free laboratory supplies    * Counseling 
  * Academic advisement      * Role models 
  * Access to university facilities (pool, tennis court, basketball courts and gyms) 

*All participants are responsible for their own meals. 

*All participants must commit to taking standardized test upon program completion. 

 
Contact:  Ms. Taryn Thomas, M.Ed./Program Administrator 

     Albany State University/504 College Drive/Albany, GA. 31705 
                    taryn.thomas@asurams.edu/(229)4201095/(229)4201094 (F)   

This program is funded by Albany State University and the Health Resources Services Administration of the 
Department of Health and Human Services (D18HP13635A0) 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS! 
 

The Institute for Responsible Citizenship is currently accepting applications for its summer leadership program 
in Washington, DC.  The Institute provides America’s best and brightest African American male college students 
with unparalleled networking opportunities, leadership development, and life‐long mentorship.  

 
PROGRAM HIGHLIGHTS 

 

• Exposure to congressmen, Supreme Court justices, doctors , 
business executives, educators, and other influential leaders 

• Rigorous academic seminars 
• Roundtable discussions, including seminars on leadership 

development 
• High‐level internships around Washington, DC 
• Activities that promote strong bonds with each other  

 

   
 
PROGRAM DETAILS 
 

• The program runs from June 5 to July 31, 2010 
• Students must commit to two‐summers 
• Housing is paid for by the Institute 
• Students work at paid internships based on their career interest  

 
You should be a college sophomore to apply.  The Institute does not have 
a GPA  requirement.   However,  the median GPA  for  recent classes  is 3.65.  
An  applicant’s GPA  is not  the  only  criterion  that  is  evaluated during  the 
admissions  process.  Campus  involvement,  awards  earned,  athletics,  and 
volunteer work are also important factors.  
 
The application can be found on the web at www.i4rc.org/application.htm.  Applications must be received, 
not postmarked, by the deadline.  Inquiries should be directed to info@i4rc.org or (202) 659‐2831.   
 
 

 
 

 
  

DEADLINE: FRIDAY, JANUARY 29, 2010 
We Inspire the best and brightest African American men to be men of great character who will make 

 significant contributions to their communities, their country, and the world. 
 

1227 25th Street, NW, Sixth Floor ▫ Washington, DC 20037 ▫ www.i4rc.org 





CROWNSCROWNS  
ALBANY STATE UNIVERSITY THEATREALBANY STATE UNIVERSITY THEATREALBANY STATE UNIVERSITY THEATRE   

PRESENTSPRESENTSPRESENTS   

Written by Regina Taylor ~ Directed by DeRon S. WilliamsWritten by Regina Taylor ~ Directed by DeRon S. Williams  

Featuring Dr. Wendy R. Coleman as Mother Elsie ShawFeaturing Dr. Wendy R. Coleman as Mother Elsie Shaw  

Musical Director by Bishop J. Nathan Paige &Musical Director by Bishop J. Nathan Paige &  

Set Design by Scott Marini ~ Hats and Costume from Helen YoungSet Design by Scott Marini ~ Hats and Costume from Helen Young  
 

Play Synopsis:Play Synopsis:  

A young girl is sent “down south” to live with her Grandmother after the traumatic loss of her A young girl is sent “down south” to live with her Grandmother after the traumatic loss of her 

brother to street violence. She is embraced by a circle of women who brother to street violence. She is embraced by a circle of women who ––  with the grace & style with the grace & style 

displayed by their “Crowns” or church hats displayed by their “Crowns” or church hats ––  share powerful, lifeshare powerful, life--changing stories and help her changing stories and help her 

figure out her identity, her place in the world and in her own culture.figure out her identity, her place in the world and in her own culture.  
 

ASU Students/Faculty/Staff OnlyASU Students/Faculty/Staff Only  

$5.00 with Valid ID$5.00 with Valid ID  
  

General Admission Tickets $10.00General Admission Tickets $10.00  

Group Rates Available!Group Rates Available!  
  

For More Information, ContactFor More Information, Contact  

ASU Theatre at 229ASU Theatre at 229--430430--48404840  
Email deron.williams@asurams.edu or wendy.coleman@asurams.edu Email deron.williams@asurams.edu or wendy.coleman@asurams.edu   

February 12 February 12 --13, 201013, 2010  

7:30 P.M. Nightly7:30 P.M. Nightly  
ACAD AuditoriumACAD Auditorium  

(On ASU’s Upper Campus)(On ASU’s Upper Campus)  

A SHOW THIS GREAT DESERVES ANA SHOW THIS GREAT DESERVES AN  

ENCORE, ENCORE!ENCORE, ENCORE!  

mailto:deron.williams@asurams.edu
mailto:wendy.coleman@asurams.edu



