


What amazing differences appear in the objects around 
us, according to the point of view from which we regard 
them.

  from Peter Mere JCatham

Photo by Todd Stone









Attending college is a unique experience in a person's life. Unlike any other 
previous educational situation, the pattern of the entire college completely 
surrounds the student, and for a period of some four years a student's whole 
world is enveloped by his daily activities of surviving in the college environ 
ment.

A yearbook attempts to capture some of that experience in a permanent 
form. It tries to offer the student some tangible memories, a way to recall 
moments of pride, passion, joy, and sorrow. It can serve as a moment of that 
unique period of one's life long after the last hurrah   long after the college 
career has ended.

Perhaps as you, the reader, flip through the 1985 RAM some of these 
memories will return so that they might be refreshed and enjoyed once more.

That's what the RAM is all about.
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When it came time to decide the theme for 

the 1985 RAM YEARBOOK, the staff drew 
a blank. Many ideas were tossed around   
"The Way We Were", "ASC Today", "Life 

styles", just to name a few. None of them 
seemed to "grab" the staff or capture, in our 
limited opinion, the very specialness that 
makes up Albany State College and this 
year.

Hence, we have simply attempted in our 
artistic and design concept manner, to de 
scribe ASC . . . "The Yard", just as it is 
pictorially, without trying to mold the 
uniqueness or flavor of this campus and, if 

you will, the "untypical" year, into a phrase 
or a few trite words.

Our continuing mental project this year, in 
search of an apt descriptive phrase, was 
asking people if there was one word that 

could sum up the meaning of ASC to them. 
Only rarely would there be two nearly iden 
tical responses. Rather, it seemed everyone 
had their very own special place, feeling or 
tradition they would use to express their 

feelings or thoughts about ASC and their 
experiences on "The Yard."

The opening and closing of the 1985 RAM 
uses just a few of the words that have been 
used to describe ASC to us (the RAM staff) 
this year. We have attempted, more than 

ever before since the re-birth of the RAM 
YEARBOOK in 1980 after a seven-year hi 
atus, to capture the true meaning and mood 
of these descriptions and the campus. Uti 
lizing a bold, classic layout and design 
around large and interesting photographs 
that "tell a story", we think we have de 
scribed ASC as it is today and captured for 
you its true flavor as a viable institution.

We hope you enjoy our efforts   the 1985 
RAM YEARBOOK staff.

CAMPUS LIFE, 
covers Albany 
State's life on "The 
Yard," a term used 
by students in re 
ferring to the cam 
pus, activities, 
"going-ons" pecu 
liar to ASC during 
the year.

QUEENS, begin 
ning on Page 160, 
features "Prissy" 
McDaniel of Way- 
cross, "Miss ASC," 
along with other 
ASC Beauties.

HAPPENINGS on 
the campus, Page 
106, features many 
of the Homecom- 
ing Week activities 
beginning on Page 
108 and continu 
ing throughout 
this section.

SPORTS, featured on 
Pages 54 thru 105, is 
highlighted this yeai 
by the championship 
success of the foot 
ball Rams, followed 
by basketball, men's 
and women's, track 
and field, etc.

PEOPLE looks at 
the administra 
tion, faculty and 
classes of 1985, 86, 
87 and 88, on Page 
186.

ORGANIZA 
TIONS covers the 
campuses' frater 
nities, sororities, 
honor organiza 
tions, and other or 
ganizations and 
clubs of particular 
interests. Page 230
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Autumn Haze, Football Craze
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A new year, new faces, and 
new friends. Orientation and 
"movin' in on "the yard" is 
the beginning of the new year 
for a lot of students. For still 
others, "the yard" is the begin 
ning of a whole new life. For 
others, its the beginning of 
Greek parties, pledge lines; 
and for still others yet, its the 
first day of class. But for all of 
us it's a time to get reacquaint- 
ed.
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Drop 'N' Fight

"Hey Dude, buy your books yet?

No, I'm still in drop n' add. I got there 
at eight this morning and stood in line 
until ten only to find out that I have to 
take Math 114 and not Math 133 
which I took last quarter. I can tell 
already that it's going to be a great 
year."

"Yo, man, what's that on your wind 
shield?"

"Where? Oh, that's just an old park 
ing ticket I got this when I didn't have 
a decal. I put it on my car so that those 
guys at public safety won't give me 
another one."
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It's Not Just Registration, 
It's Survival
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The Year
In 

Review

MISSION SPECIALIST BRUCE 
McCANDLESS takes a walk in space 
in early 1984. In the photo he is seen 
using the so-called manned maneu 
vering unit as he moved away from 
the Shuttle Challenger during the 
eight-day space mission.

Chicago Bears' WALTER PAYTON 
eyes New Orleans Saints' Whitney 
Paul as he carries the ball on his way 
to setting the record for rushing. He 
broke the record of 12,312 held by Jim 
Brown. After years of civil war, elections were held in El 

Salvador in 1984. Jose Napoleon Duarte, was 
elected president in what international observers 
called the most open and free election in that 
country in 50-years. The photo shows a soldier 
reading a newspaper at the Rio Lempa check 
point near El Salvador, the headline was "There 
is Faith in the Electoral Process."
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THE WORLD SERIES IN 1984 saw the De 
troit Tigers beat the San Diego Padres four 
games to one. The Chicago Cubs came close to 
getting into the series but the Padres won. In 
the American League, the Kansas City Royals 
lost in the playoffs to the Tigers. The photo 
shows Kirk Gibson of Detroit jumping for joy 
after scoring in game five. Darrell Evans is the 
on-deck hitter.

The United States did very well in the 
SUMMER OLYMPICS, winning 83 
gold medals, 61 silver and 30 bronze. 
CARL LEWIS won four gold medals 
  the 100 meters, the 200 meters, the 
four 100 meter relay and the long 
jump. The Soviet Union and other 
Communist countries boycotted the 
Summer Olympics.

VANESSA WILLIAMS was forced to 
surrender her title as Miss America at 
the request of pageant officials be 
cause she had posed nude for sexually 
explicit photos. She became the first 
of 57 Miss Americas to be forced to 
resign. Suzette Charles, the first run 
ner-up became the 58th Miss Amer 
ica. She crowned Sharlene Wells, Miss 
Utah, at the Atlantic City Pageant in 
September.

THE STATUE OF LIBERTY celebrat 
ed her 98th birthday and she began to 
show her age. The statue was worn 
from constant pummeling by wind, 
salt air and acid rain, and the iron 
ribbing supporting the copper cover 
ing was badly corroded. A two-year 
restoration began in July 1984. It in 
cluded a new goldplated torch.



The Year In 
Review

MICHAEL JACKSON conducted his so-called Victory Tour 
to more than a dozen cities. The original ticket policy, which 
required fans to mail in $120 postal money order for four 
tickets with no guarantee that they could receive tickets, was 
shelved after much criticism.

Pope John Paul II was traveling pope in 1984. In May he 
went to South Korea, Thailand, Papua New Guinea and the 
Solomon Islands; in June he went to Switzerland; in Septem 
ber to Canada and in October to Spain, Dominican Republic 
and Puerto Rico. The photo shows the Pope in Mt. Hagen, 
Papua New Guinea where, he met some of the 200,000 na 
tives that turned out to welcome him in the highland jungle 
country.

PRESIDENT RONALD REAGAN repeats the oath of office 
of the president as his wife Nancy holds the Bible during 
the ceremony under the Rotunda of the Capitol in Washing 
ton Chief Justice Warren Burger is at right.
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PROTECTION   SAN FRANCISCO 
49ERS quarterback looks for receiver be 
hind protective blocking of left guard 
John Ayers (68) in first half of Super 
Bowl XIX game in Stanford Stadium. 
Rushing Montana is Dolphins Don 
McNeal (28).

Democratic presidential candidate WALTER MONDALE 
made history when he chose a woman, GERALDINE FER- 
RARO as his vice president running mate. Mondale and Fer- 
raro were nominated on the Democratic ticket at the party 
convention in San Francisco in July. He announced early in his 
campaign that to lower the federal deficit increased taxes 
would be necessary.

THE UNITED STATES MARINES arrived in Bei 
rut in 1982. Lebanon was torn by civil war and 
foreign invasion. In 1984 when the Marines left, 
more than 260 Marines were dead, Lebanon was still 
at war with most of its territory occupied by foreign 
troups and its government tottering. The price of 
President Reagan's commitment was too high and 
the Marines left Beirut.
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Visitors
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Mari 
Evans

MARI EVANS . . . distin 
guished writer and professor 
of Africana Studies at Cornell 
University . . . spent one 
week as Writer-in-Residence 
on the ASC campus.



L.C. Greenwood
The All-Pro defensive end with the NFL Pittsburgh Steel- 
ers and now a Miller Lite Celebrity, visited the ASC 
campus and the championship football Rams during his 
visit to the "Good Life" city.





Dr. Sybil 
Mobley

•
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Dr. Selma 
Burke



Gwendolyn Brooks. . .
the Pulitzer Prize-winning poetess on campus as a writer-in-residence.
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One-point Road Wins Over Bulldogs Wolverines, The "Ones That Made It Happen"

Rams "First SI AC Championship" Ever In The Books

Ten ... twenty ... thirty years from 
now, after the dust has settled on these 
covers and the corners of each page have 
started to yellow with age, one fact will 
remain. It's something no one will ever 
be able to deny no matter how many 
years pass.

Whenever alumni from the Class of '85 
meet, they invariably will remember 
with teared eye that this was the year 
Albany State won its first Southern In 
tercollegiate Athletic Conference foot

ball championship. SIAC champions 
will come and go like the seasons in fu 
ture years, and, if the strides they've 
made this season are an indication, the 
Rams should be among them; but that 
first elusive title, that's the one everyone 
remembers with reverence.

The 1984 football Rams were 7-2, their 
winningest season since 1977 when they 
won seven games in a 10-game schedule. 
It was only the third time they've won as 
many as seven games in a season since

Obie O'Neal's 1960 team went 7-0-2 
without allowing a point.

It was a season that featured one-point 
road victories over Alabama A & M and 
Morris Brown, victories head coach 
Hampton Smith always will refer to as 
"the one that made it happen", and a six- 
game winning streak, their longest since 
1972-73's nine-game (8-0-1) unbeaten 
streak. There was a 37-0 Homecoming 
victory over Clark and a 27-0 rout of 
Savannah State at Hugh Mills Stadium
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in which the Ram faithful braved a driv 
ing November rainstorm to watch their 
charges clinch their first SIAC cham 
pionship   their first title of any 
charges of any kind since 1968.

They were ranked by several national 
publications and, for two weeks, there 
was even talk of a possible Division II 
playoff spot.

Individually, it was a big year, too. The 
Rams placed six players on the all-con 
ference first team. Senior receiver/return 
specialist Steve Carter led Division II na 
tionally in punt return average for the 
second consecutive year and was a Little 
All-American honorable mention. Ju- 
nior defensive tackle Johnny Williams, 
who earned the nickname "Sackmaster" 
as a sophomore for his ability to put 
opposing quarterbacks in the bag, was 
SIAC Defensive Player of the Year. 
Smith, who committed his program and 
his staff to winning when he returned to 
ASC three years ago, was SIAC Coach of 
the Year.





The Rams' 1984 season started out as its 
previous 35 seasons have   with great 
expectations. Smith and offensive coor 
dinator Haney Catchings added more 
passing to what was known as a predict 
able offense in 1963 to better avail the 
Rams of their three fleet receivers   
Carter, Percy Johnson and James Rich. 
The defense, with another year's exper 
ience, was projected to have an even bet 
ter year than 1983 when they recorded 52 
sacks (a conference-record 22 by Wil 
liams) and allowed an average of 123 
yards rushing.

RAMS DEFENSE MOREHOUSE 9-3

The defense showed their pre-season 
projection was on the mark as ASC won 
its opener over Morehouse, 9-3, a low- 
scoring affair typical of the series. They 
held the Tigers to seven yards rushing, 
sacked their quarterbacks 10 times and 
produced the season's first points when 
defensive end Nate Gilchrist tackled 
Morehouse running back Michael Still- 
well in the end zone for a first-quarter 
safety.

The Rams' only touchdown came on the 
first series of the second half when quar 
terback Stacey Powell, one of the few 
junior college transfers to play for a 
Smith-coached Ram eleven, dove in from 
the 3. Powell called his number one play 
after hooking up with sophomore tight 
end Dexter Noird (four receptions, 106 
yards) on a 70-yard pass play. It was con 
ference victory No. 1.


