








56 / HOMECOMING



HOMECOMING PARADE / 57



58 / HOMECOMING







HOMECOMING / 61



Alumni Weekend
For the returning loyalists, the Alumni 

Weekend, a significant part of the Homecoming 
festivities, the renewal of old friendships, mixed 
with the creation of n£w ones, is important. As 
alumni gathered, talk everywhere was about a 
campus that had changed quite a bit since their 
"days on the yard."

Impatient fans milled about as their thoughts 
turned to whether the Rams were going to "win 
one" for the returning alums.

The game ended with the Rams on the short 
end, again, and all that remained were students 
and alumni waiting for the evening parties, 
Greek "sings" and long rides back for many. The 
weekend of excitement and fun ended in exhaus 
tion, but there was no rest for the weary before 
the dull world of reality and Albany State began 
the following Monday.
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"... EDUCATION IS THE BEST MEANS OF 
SURVIVAL THAT SOCIETY HAS," 
FOSTER SAYS IN INAUGURAL 
KEYNOTE

"While education may not be fast 
enough or strong enough to save us 
from catastrophe, it is the best means 
of survival that society has," com 
mented Dr. Luther H. Foster, presi 
dent-emeritus of Tuskegee Institute, 
during Inaugural Ceremonies of the 
sixth president of Albany State Col 
lege, Dr. Billy C. Black.

Albany State College, like all histor 
ically-black colleges, is undergoing 
the same growing pains and the ques 
tion of her future has been raised in 
some sectors. Not only did Foster 
allege the importance of education 
but advocated the necessity of "keep 
ing historically black colleges alive."

Foster, who conferred the bache 
lor's degree upon Dr. Black in 1960, 
expressed a concern with the federal 
government's cut in funds to assist

institutions of higher education, espe 
cially the monies for student grant 
and loan programs. "These monies 
are vital to students at historically- 
black colleges such as Albany State,"

he said, "and the only means for 
many minorities to receive an educa 
tion."

He said social programs, which are 
being de-emphasized by federal gov-

UHEL
ernment authorities, are needed to 
maintain the strength of society and 
that defense spending shouldn't be 
emphasized at the expense of social 
services.

"The monies for social services are 
being cut by the Reagan administra 
tion," according to Foster, "and chan 
neled into this country's defense 
budget."

While the private sector may take 
up the slack created by the cutbacks in 
federal spending, "corporations and 
businesses may also reflect a pattern

of discrimination in the funds they 
award to predominately white and 
historically-black higher education in 
stitutions," Foster continued.

Calling for wise leadership in 
Washington, Foster stated, "there is a 
dire need for election of those to pub 
lic office on the local, state, and na 
tional levels, who will support educa 
tion."

In closing, Foster challenged Dr. 
Black, "to prepare young people for 
leadership in the world's society."
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THE OFFICIAL ACCEPTANCE OF THE PRESIDENCY
Billy C. Black

Sixth President of Albany State College 
November 20, 1981

Chancellor Crawford, Regent Di 
vine, Fellow University System Presi 
dents, Other Institutional Repre 
sentatives, Dr. Foster, other platform 
associates, Albany State College fac 
ulty, staff, student body and alumni, 
ladies and gentlemen:

I am immediately possessed with 
humility and commitment as I accept 
the challenge of the presidency of 
Albany State College. Equally as im 
portant will be our response to the 
challenges that confront higher edu 
cation in general and our institution in 
particular during the decade of the 
1980's and in the years that follow. I 
am deeply concerned about the eco 
nomic limitations and social para 
doxes we all must cope with. Daily 
headlines call our attention to this 
kind of environment and to the social 
pressures we must face. These head 
lines are common to all of us, and 
warn that "Social Security May Be 
come Intolerable," that "In terms of 
numbers, unemployment among 
eligible working adults has surpassed 
the 8 million mark in this country." 
Yet another deadline details double 
digit inflation and another talks about 
the haves vs. the have nots.

As the future becomes the present, 
and the present becomes the past, no 
longer can higher education wallow

in its memories. A new social and eco 
nomic order dictates new manage 
ment skills and aggression in the de 
ployment of such skills.

Thus, as I shared previously with 
members of the Presidential Search 
and Screen Committee, I believe that 
higher education must be completely 
devoid of superficiality. Higher edu 
cation should best be known for its 
quality and utility; it should comple 
ment, expand and supplement pre 
viously acquired skills, knowledges, 
and attitudes. Further, since concepts 
and processes are ever-changing, and 
since information must be constantly 
revised or updated, the formal deliv 
ery system for higher education must 
be responsive to the present needs of 
the people, and it must also anticipate 
future needs and project solutions to 
future problems.

At Albany State College, we must 
continue to produce a corps of citizens 
whose abilities to adjust to today's so 
ciety, make an adequate living, make 
sound decisions, interact purposely 
with fellow citizens, and appreciate 
the natural or man-made environ 
ment have been enhanced by their in 
volvement in relevant classroom ex 
periences, meaningful research, other 
scholarly and problem-solving pur 
suits, and adequate participation in 
co-curricular activities. It is our good 
fortune to preside over a faculty and 
staff committed to this ideal, and we

will be steadfast in our efforts to main 
tain such commitment. For adminis 
trators who don't administer, 
teachers who don't teach, students 
who resist the learning process, and 
schools that are not about the busi 
ness of educating hungry minds are 
no better than common criminals and 
should be condemned to punishment 
to the fullest extent of the law. To do 
anything less means that we are not 
living out the full creed of our pur 
pose. The two-minute warning has 
already sounded, and one minute is 
about to expire.

I have only just a minute, Only 
sixty seconds in it 
Forced upon me, Can't refuse it, 
Didn't seek it, Didn't choose it 
But it's up to me to use it. 
I must suffer if I lose it. 
Give account if I abuse it. 
Just a tiny little minute, but eterni 
ty is in it.

The future of Albany State College, 
and indeed the very survival of man 
kind, depends upon us — adminis 
trators, faculty and staff, students, 
alumni, Regents, taxpayers, and just 
caring and concerning citizens.

I solicit your support and your 
prayers as we proceed to live up to our 
mottoe: "A PAST TO CHERISH AND 
A FUTURE TO FULFILL." 

Thank you.
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Frankie Beverly and "Maze" ... Homecoming
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Veteran's Day Observance on the Campus

Veteran's Day, an annual observ 
ance on the Albany State College cam 
pus, drew participants and spectators « 
alike, not only from the student body 
but prominent civic, religious, com 
munity and local military leaders as 
well, attended the program.

Memorial services, including a 21- 
gun salute and the presentation of col 
ors by Albany State College's ROTC 
unity, followed the program, which 
paid tribute to those who gave their 
lives in service of the United States of 
America ... to keep this country "one 
nation indivisible ..."
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Poor white people as well as black people are being vic 
timized by President Reagan's economic policies, a top offi 
cial of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People said here during the Memorial Service for the 
late Martin Luther King.

A Day for MLK?
The Rev. Julius Caesar Hope, the NAACP's director of 

Religious Affairs, warned the audience attending the ser 
vice at Albany State College that the forces of racism, fos 
tered by what he called "the racist news media," are as great 
today as they were at the time of the slain civil rights leader's 
death in 1968.

After the memorial service for King, more than 200 blacks 
marched from Caroline Hall on the ASU campus to the steps 
of the City-County Governmental Building.

There, they sang freedom songs and heard City Commis 
sioner Mary Young and the Reverend M. W. Merritt, pastor 
of the Sardis Baptist Church in Dawson, urge them to regis 
ter to vote and to exercise their franchise.

Hope told the memorial service audience that blacks 
shouldn't expect white people — or God — to "do for us 
what we" must do for ourselves."

The civil rights leader said he wasn't bothered by the

renewed activity of the Klu Klux Klan and the American 
Nazi Party as much as the silence of the white power struc 
ture in communities where the activities are taking place.

And Hope said he was equally worried about the attitude 
of many blacks.

"What bothers me isn't white folks," he said, "It's you 
(pointing to the mostly black audience) who worry me. 
Some of you think like white folks."

The new wave of racism sweeping America can be seen in 
many facets of national life, Hope pointed out.

"Whites voted for Reagan because they thought he would 
only get on Negroes," Hope said. "Now they (whites) know 
different."

He reminded the audience that King "wanted us to get 
what we wanted and pay a price for it. You can't get some 
thing good for nothing."
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The Freshmen Lecture Series
"Back to the Basics"

The Fall '81 Freshman Lecture 
Series drew to the campus some of the 
country's foremost speakers and lec 
turers.

This year, the third since the pro 
gram was originated in 1978 by the 
College's Division of Student Affairs, 
the series was dubbed "Back to the 
Basics" and according to Dr. C.W.

Grant, dean for student affairs, we 
attempted to bring in only the most 
provocative and energetic role 
models."

"We came to the conclusion several 
years ago", Dr. Grant said, "that if it 
was indeed going to help develop the 
'whole student', as is its intent; then 
we were going to have to start doing

some of the things we used to do." In 
doing so, Dean Grant, pointed out, 
"we reinstated compulsory Freshman 
Assembly each Thursday of the fall 
quarter."

"We are 'proud as a peacock' and 
'pleased as punch' at the results," he 
said.
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On the Yard
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Western Day 
on "the yard'

... The boots, the "ten-gallon" hats, 
spurs, pistols, the works ...



... even an "old fashioned" gunfight at "S.C 
(student center) corral.

93



Rufus Smith, Jr. 
Senior/History 
Newnan, GA

Ronald L. Johnson 
Senior/Psychology

T" ft. f~*> ATifton, GA

Judy Smalls 
Senior/Nursing 
Savannah, GA

Joyce Jordan
Senior/Early Childhood Education 

Quitman, GA

Loretta Griffin
Senior/Special Education

Columbus, GA

Kent Whitten
Junior/Art 

Eastman, GA

Diane Goodman
Senior/Middle Grades Education

Ocilla, GA

Phyllis L. Raybon
Senior/Business Education

Albany, GA

George E. Smiley 
Senior/Math 
Dothan, AL

Who's Who in American 
Colleges and Universities
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Phyllis C. Lowe
Senior/Middle Grades Education 

Albany, GA

Walter Lee Boone, Jr. 
Senior/Music 
Albany, GA

Vickie L. Tookes
Senior/Nursing

Vienna, GA

Catherine Swain
Junior/Early Childhood Education 

Pavo, GA

Norman D. Brown
Senior/Computer Science

Jacksonville, FL

Lianne Maso de Moya
Sophomore/Spanish
Kingston, Jamaica

Susie A. McRae
Senior/Middle Grades Education 

McRae, GA

Beverly Virgil
Senior/Speech and Hearing 

Thomasville, GA

Albert Jones
Senior/Biology

Buena Vista, GA

Lorianne M. Life 
Senior/Math 
Racine, WI

Judith P. Hampton 
Senior/Music 
Albany, GA

Tommin N. Wimberly
Senior/Middle Grades Education

Cuthbert, GA
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Debra Davenport 
Senior/Sociology 
Ft. Gaines, GA

Robert Zuern
Senior/Political Science

Albany, GA

Deidre Goodman 
Senior/Math 
Albany, GA

Patricia Sheard
Senior/Sociology

Dawson, GA

Horace Mitchell 
Junior/Biolo 
Albany, G

Vanessa Edwards
Junior/Biology 
Albany, GA

Brenda Peterkin 
Senior/English 
Fitzgerald, GA

Bruce Washington
Junior/Business Administration

Gahanna, OH



Chevine Miller
Senior/Computer Science

Albany, GA

Terrence W. Johnson 
Junior/English 
Columbus, GA

Sonjia K. Lewis 
Junior/Biolpg 
Albany,

Sharon Reddick
Senior/Psychology

Albany, GA

WHO'S WHO AMONG 
STUDENTS IN AMERICAN 
UNIVERSITIES AND COL 
LEGES, founded in 1934, is a 
national organization for out 
standing students. The stu 
dents recognized by this orga 
nization annually are nomi 
nated from more than 1,300 col 
leges and universities in all fifty 
states, the District of Columbia, 
and several foreign nations.

The campus screening com

mittee at Albany State nomi 
nated the thirty-six ASC selec 
tions for inclusion among the 
1982 WHO'S WHO. They were 
selected from among other 
nominees by the various aca 
demic departments and faculty 
on the basis of academic 
achievement, service to the 
community, leadership in ex 
tracurricular activities, and 
promise of future usefulness.





THE WILLIAM H. DENNIS 
MEMORIAL LECTURE SERIES

The William H. Dennis Memorial 
Lecture Series, initiated in 1970 by 
the late Robert H. Simmons, 
formerly the College's dean for aca 
demic affairs, provides an opportu 
nity for students, faculty and ad 
ministration to hear and discuss 
current issues effecting education.

Named in honor of the late Dr. 
Dennis, the third president of the 
College (1953-1965), the Lectures, 
now in the 12th year, honors in his 
memory the unique contribution 
he made to the organization and 
development of the Teacher Educa 
tion program at Albany State Col 
lege. Dr. Dennis is generally re 
garded as the person responsible 
for the College's membership in 
the American Association of Col

leges for Teacher Education.
The 1982 distinguished Dennis 

Memorial Lecturer was Dr. Asa G. 
Milliard, III, the Fuller E. Callaway 
Chair at Georgia State University. 
He was formerly the dean of the 
School of Education at San Francis 
co State University.

James A. Cross, an Albanian and 
principal of Flintside Elementary 
School, was honored and recog 
nized "as a person who has made a 
difference to the area's educational 
community."

The award of commendation, 
according to Dr. C.K. Dunson, 
chairman of the Division of Educa 
tion, is presented annually to an 
alumnus of the College.
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THE ASC 
COLLEGIATE FORUM

The ASC Collegiate Forum, which 
•was originated in 1969, is a non- 
partisan discussion-exchange of 
views on the "burning issues" of pub 
lic concern. The central purpose of the 
exchange, which the Forum creates, is 
to enhance the educational process by 
providing information and perspec 
tives that stimulate thought among 
students, faculty and citizens. 

For the most part, the concept of

student-faculty-community dialectic 
is used as a format for inviting partici 
pating provokers to take part in the 
monthly exchange.

According to Dr. Lois Hollis, who 
originated the Forum, the Collegiate 
Forum is under the sponsorship of the 
department of history and political 
science as a part of its general civic 
education community service.
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