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>v«*$f ALBANY STATE COLLEGE ... 

and its students are experiencing a 
period of tremendous change, as 
are all of the nation's predominant 
ly black public colleges. This period 
is a reflection of the times we live 
in, times that have seen living 
styles, communications and tech 
nology change at a pace far exceed 
ing our imagination.

We, here at Albany State Col 
lege, are a part of that change be 
cause we are a part of society. An 
institution changes and advances 
so that its graduates will not only 
come to honor the past but will also 
be prepared to meet today's world.

The College, though, is not 
simply an institution of the present 
and the future. It is an unusual 
blend — a blend of the past with 
today and tomorrow.
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We are surrounded by our histo 
ry every day on our beautiful campus. 
The old and the new stand side by 
side, as on a typical day a student may 
be seen completing his registration in 
the 65-year old Caroline Hall Admin 
istration Building or a class in Peace
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Hall, the newest building on campus 
which was opened in 1979. We walk 
under trees that shared the giants of 
the past, and we mingle with giants of 
the present. Time will prove that we 
are associating with giants of the fu 
ture.

Our hisotry as an outstanding in 
stitution of higher education, and in 
recent history as one of fourteen se 
nior units of the University System of 
Georgia, lead to the inescapable con 
clusion that the College has made a 
significant contribution to our state 
and has had an immeasurable impact 
on the region in the education of its 
citizens.
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The other part of our importance to 
the state and the region alike, is what 
we are today and what we will be 
tomorrow.

Today, Albany State College is a 
four-year degree granting institution 
that is doing an excellent job of fulfill 
ing its historic functions — teaching 
and service. We have a fine faculty of 
diverse and immense talent, as well as 
some of distinguished achievement. 
We have an improving physical plant 
valued at more than $17.5 million and 
instructional resources of the highest 
quality.
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Our library has grown to holdings 
of more than 122,000 volumes, and 
includes thousands of microfilms, 
periodicals, recordings and other 
holdings, and private financial sup 
port from alumni and friends, as a 
result of a concerted telethon drive, is 
also at a record level. The private 
monies are used for scholarships, 
without which our student assistance 
program would be considerably 
weaker.

Most important of all, our student 
body is of the quality that warrants 
the best possible educational oppor 
tunities. In the fall of 1981, nearly 
1,900 students were enrolled, includ 
ing several ASC Foundation Scholars. 
I am proud of our student body as a 
whole, and believe that the young 
men and women enrolled at Albany 
State College represent the finest ex 
amples of American youth today. 
Their dedication and sense of educa 
tional purpose is gratifying to behold, 
while their activities outside the class 
room show our students to be well- 
equipped for the world they will enter

after leaving Albany State College.
We have a climate conducive to the 

best sort of learning experiences here 
at Albany State College. Excellence is 
our goal. We have the people in our 
student body and on our faculty. We 
have the resources and the opportuni 
ty to achieve excellence in education.

We cannot achieve what must be 
achieved by reducing our world to our 
own measure. We must enlarge our
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... it is, after all, not just a place but 
a way of life. For the thousands who 
have preceded us in a history span 
ning nearly 79 years, for the 
thousands not yet born who will fol 
low us, there remains nothing more 
steadfast and constant than that in 
tangible, often unspoken aspect of 
student life unique to Albany State 
College, which surely occupies some 
place in our every endeavor. This in 
tangible is not easily defined, but 
brings us back to the notion of school 
pride and school spirit. Ifs not that we 
just go to the school here "on the 
Yard" for four years or more, but that 
in the process we are consumed and 
shaped and molded by our very exis 
tence here — even if occasionally des 
tined to stumble under the burden of 
growing pains as we search for an 
identity of our very own. This is 
equally as true for us today as it was 
for our predecessors one decade, two 
decades, five decades, seven decades 
ago.

The RAM Yearbook, then, exists for 
the sole reason of capturing, in the 
truest of spirit, as much of the mood, 
flavor, and vitality of the College life 
as possible — and in so doing provide 
for future generations a viable record 
of the 1981/82 school year.

The challenge is to be fair and accu 
rate and comprehensive in the cover 
age of the year's events and activities. 
The yearbook, then, should intrinsi 
cally house appeal for the great major 
ity of the student body and the total 
college community. If this is 
achieved, then the notion that year 
books are passe , a dying breed, be 
comes a fallacy, and the worth of the 
publication as a publice relations' tool 
for the College and treasure of memo 
ries for its students can rightfully be 
claimed.

Since the first RAM was published 
in 1949, the yearbook has been a vital 
part of Albany State College. It has 
portrayed campus life through the 
administrations of six College presi 
dents (beginning with the founder 
and first president, Dr. Joseph Win- 
throp Holley, who was to retire in 
1943) and has encompassed the lives 
of thousands of students, faculty 
members and other College associ 
ates. Stop for just one moment and 
consider the necessity of the RAM; its 
place in the future history of Albany 
State College must remain secure and 
unending.

ALBANY STATE COLLEGE ..
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roots. This something would 
not only be explicative of the 

i past but would speak for its 
continuing present. Gladys 
Ward McCollough, a music ma 
jor, began a search for that 
something until she came up 
with the lyrics to a song which 
she thought would express the 

L true meaning for which the Col- 
i lege stood, and the true atti 

tudes which would be indica 
tive of all Albany State grads.

She began:
Albany State we dearly
love you
Whose walls are inscribed
with
Knowledge so true.

£ So solidly built on this 
foundation 
A union of work 
And inspiration . ..

i The song became a hit on the 
, campus and was sang on grad 

uation day. It was proposed as 
he alma mater for the school. 

Of all of the beautiful words in 
the song, the words "solidly 
built on this foundation, a 
union of work and inspira 
tion," seemed to stand out the 
most. This portion of the alma 
mater showed the stable, stead 
fast, and unmovable Albany 
State. Even through three 
epochs of changes she yet 

1 emerged as a leading educa 
tional institution.
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"The army has a place for you," Cadet Rickie 
Bowens (on the extreme right) says to freshman 
Charmaine Goodnight of Columbus as he passes 
her some of the ROTC literature during the fall 
registration session.
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Special Events
IT STARTED OUT JUST LIKE ANY OTHER ORDINARY YEAR ...

But something about the 1982 
year seemed a little different. First, 
it was the Homecoming festivities, 
which included "Hobo" Day, 
Western Day, "Las Vegas" Night, 
the Coronation'of "Miss Albany 
State College," the Inauguration of 
President Billy C. Black, and sever 
al other meaningful events.
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Homecomings 

"Hobo" Day



Homecoming is the most unique 
time of the year for the Albany 
State College campus. The cam 
pus, itself, is transformed into a 
carousel of bright colors with pa 
per, banners and "catchy" signs 
flooding the scene and causing ex 
citement and good times for this 
important week of the school year.

The Homecoming Convocation 
on Friday is the real beginning of 
the long-awaited weekend. Dr. 
James Hagans, an alumnus now on 
the faculty at the University of Con 
necticut, returned as this year's 
convocation keynoter.

L TO R — Edward Wright, Willie Powers, Reggie Johnson, Jesse Henderson, Melvin Howard, Francis Nothngham and Noel Leard, all 
members of ASC's SIAC Championship cross-country team, take their "bows" before the Homecoming Convocation audience as Coach Robert 
Cross stands at the podium.
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The Faculty/Staff Talent Show
... a major event during Homecoming 
Week festivities
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Among the celebrities to visit the ASC campus 
were: UPPER LEFT: U.S. Congressman Charles 
Hatcher; LEFT: "Chip" Carter; ABOVE: Frank- 
ie Ajaye; and Georgia Secretary of State David 
Poythress (below). Jazz singer Liz Spraggins 
was a frequent visitor (opposite page), and 
Governor George Busbee climaxed the '81 year 
with his appearance as the '81 Commencement 
speaker.
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Las Vegas Night
The roulette wheels, the gambling tables, 

playing cards, along with all "the trap 
pings" made the Las Vegas Night at the 
"Hazard Casino" one of the "best nights" 
of the week long Homecoming festivities.
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