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Alum’s long,
successful
life evidence of
‘Potential. Realized.’
Clano Stephens earned an
associate degree in education in 1931 from this institution when it was Georgia
Normal & Agricultural College. Stephens, a remarkable
man who has been a pillar of
the Waycross, Ga., community for 70 years, is one of
our oldest living alumni. In
October he will serve as the
grand marshal of the Albany
State University Homecoming Parade.
This past Saturday,
Stephens was honored at a
reception in Waycross before
the ASU vs. Savannah State
football game. That event
was an excellent opportunity
for the ASU faithful to show
support for and commune
with one of our best examples of “Potential. Realized.”
Stephens, a retired entrepreneur who has owned several successful businesses
See PRESIDENT on page 2.

See page 3.

ASU sculpture named
one of the Seven Wonders
By Joseph West
Publications specialist

Dr. Everette J. Freeman

ASU hires
fundraising
executive

“Soil to Sun,” Albany State University’s only
sculpture, has been chosen in an online voting
competition hosted by hbcudigest.com as one of
the seven most iconic and historic emblems of
HBCU culture. Designed by retired ASU Professor Emeritus Arthur Berry in 2003 to commemorate
the
University’s
centennial
celebration, “Soil to Sun” has quickly become
one of the most distinctive and recognizable
structures in Southwest Georgia.
“I am thrilled that my sculpture has received
this honor,” Berry said in an interview upon
hearing of his sculpture’s selection. “I am thankful for all the people who voted for it.”
Berry, who served as chair of the Arts Department from 1967 to 1988, created the sculp-

ture to represent Albany State’s transition during its first
century.
“Dr. Holley built
ASU on solid soil,
and we continue to
reach for the sun,”
Berry said at the
sculpture’s dedication.
According
to
Soil to Sun
Berry, the sculpture
includes a plow to represent sweat and work, a
drum and violin to represent creativity and expression, a book to represent the development of
the mind, a mortar cap to represent achievement,
See SCULPTURE on page 4.

Albany State honors Waycross alumnus
By Cindy Gambill
Executive editor
In 1925 at the age of 13,
Clano Stephens left his hometown of Dawson, Ga., to earn
his high school diploma and a
two-year college degree at
Georgia Normal & Agricultural
College, which later became Albany State University.
Now 98, Stephens has lived
in Waycross, Ga., for seven
decades and made his mark as a
businessman and community
leader.
On Sept. 25, Albany State
University honored Stephens for
his accomplishments and dedication to his alma mater with a
reception at the Quality Inn &
Suites in Waycross. On Oct. 9,

Local officials joined Albany State University in honoring ASU
alumnus and 2010 Homecoming Parade Grand Marshal Clano
Stephens during a reception held Saturday, Sept. 25, in Waycross. Participating in the celebration are (from left) Ware County
Sheriff Randy Royale, ASU President Dr. Everette J. Freeman,
Stephens, Waycross Mayor Clarence E. Billups and Waycross
College President Dr. David Palmer.

Stephens will serve as the grand
marshal in ASU’s Homecoming
Parade in downtown Albany.
“Mr. Stephens’ accomplishments as an entrepreneur who

continually gives back in service
to his community are examples
for our current ASU students,”
See WAYCROSS on page 4.
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UpcomingEVENTS
Tailgating passes for ASU home football
games are now available. A single-game
regular tailgating pass for a car is $50. A
single-game prime tailgating pass for a car
is $100. A season regular tailgating pass, including Homecoming, is $150. A season
prime tailgating pass, including Homecoming, is $200. Homecoming tailgate passes
will be available Sept. 14. To purchase a
tailgating pass, contact Edgars Patani in
Business Services at (229) 430-4632.
The Office of Alumni Affairs has relocated
to ACAD room 389C. For more information,
call (229) 430-4658.
The College of Education’s Comprehensive Examination will be administered at 9
a.m. Saturday, Oct. 16. The deadline for applications is Oct. 11. The Comprehensive
Examination is required for the M.Ed. degree. To be eligible to take the exam, the
candidate must have filed a passing score
on the PRAXIX/GACE II exam with his/her
advisor; the candidate must have completed
all Area C courses or be currently enrolled
in his/her last Area C course(s); and the
candidate must have completed an application to take the exam. Applications are available in ACAD Room 244.
The ASU Theatre Ensemble will present “A
Piece of Broadway Our Way: Old School
Grooves, Nu Skool Moves” at 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday, Oct. 5, in the ACAD Auditorium.
There is no admission charge. The production is part of the ASU Department of Fine
Arts and Lyceum Performance Series. For
more information, contact the Department of
Fine Arts at (229) 430-4849.
The ASU Department of Fine Arts and
Lyceum Performance Series will present the

Tallahassee Community College African
Dance and Drumming Ensemble at 7:30
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 21, in the ACAD Auditorium. There is no admission charge. For
more information, contact the Department of
Fine Arts at (229) 430-4849.
The ASU 2010 Homecoming Parade will
be held at 9 a.m. Oct. 9. For an application,
contact Homecoming Parade Chairperson
Geraldine Winns in HPER room 208, (229)
430-1639 or
Geraldine.winns@asurams.edu.
The ASU Center for Undergraduate Research will present its Fall 2010 Seminar
9-10 a.m. Friday, Oct. 15, in the ACAD Auditorium. Topics will include “The Importance
of Undergraduate Research” and “The
ABCs of Undergraduate Research – Where
do I Start?” The STEM conference will follow the seminar. For more information, contact Dr. Ashok Jain at
ashok.jain@asurams.edu.
The ASU Department of Natural Sciences
will hold the 2010 STEM Conference from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Friday, Oct. 15, in the
ACAD Auditorium. Biology, chemistry, preengineering, forensic science, math and
computer science majors are invited. Students are invited to present their scientific
research as a poster or oral presentation.
The deadline for abstract submissions is
Sept. 27 to jo.mccrary@asurams.edu.
Awards will be given for the best poster and
oral presentations. Door prizes will be given,
including a new iPod Nano. For students not
presenting, the registration deadline is Oct.
1. Lunch will be provided for registered students. For more information, contact Dr.
Louise Wrensford at (229) 430-4823 or
louise.wrensford@asurams.edu.

PRESIDENT continued from page 1.
during his lifetime, grew up in nearby Terrell
County, Ga. He made his way to this campus in
1925, at the age of 13. At that young age, he
earned the money to pay his tuition by working
on campus and during the summer at the Oil
Mill in Dawson, Ga. In his six years here, he
was able to complete high school and eventually
college.
A charismatic and engaging gentleman, he
tells some interesting stories about pre-World
War II South Georgia and Albany State College.
He recalls a time when the primary means of

travel from Columbus, Ga., to Albany was via
train.
“The trip from Dawson to Albany took an
hour and a half,” he said. “The train would stop
at any crossing where someone wanted to get on
or off.”
Stephens – who at 98 still manages a small
motel, his own household and even drives a car
– credits his longevity and success to simply living in a “sensible way.” His wisdom for living
should serve as an example for our students who
strive to realize their highest potential.
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ASU hires fundraising executive
By Joseph West
Publications specialist
Sandy Yates, CFRE, a native of Philadelphia, Pa., has joined Albany State University as the associate vice president for
Institutional Advancement. She joins ASU
after completing her tenure at Lincoln University in Pennsylvania, where she was also
an associate vice president for Institutional
Advancement.
Yates, who has spent the last 20 years in
fundraising, has enjoyed non-profit experiences at the Nature Conservancy, the American Red Cross, Swarthmore College and
Lincoln University, where she closed the
largest alumni contribution of record at $1.2
million that created an endowed scholarship
and a discretionary fund for the university
president.
She has previously served as vice president for Institutional Advancement for the

Interdenominational
Theological Center in
Atlanta, Ga. She is a
former facilitator for
YWCA Study Circles
of Diversity in Dover,
Del., a board member
of the Delaware Chapter of the Association
Sandy Yates
of Fundraising Professionals and president of
the Dover Chapter of the NAACP.
Yates, an Air Force veteran, was stationed at Little Rock Air Force Base in Little Rock, Ark., where she served as a missile
facility technician. There she met her husband, who is now the Rev. James A. Platt,
pastor of Nelson Chapel A.M.E. Church in
Bainbridge, Ga. They have been married for
24 years. They have six sons and one daughter-in-law: Mosi, a certified information systems auditor, is married to Aziza; Manu is

an assistant professor of engineering at
Georgia Tech; Matthew is an assistant professor of political science at Harvard University; Ekundayo is a student at Savannah
State University; Kwasi is a student at Lincoln University; and Awadi is a third-grader
at Potter Street Elementary School in Bainbridge.
Yates is the daughter of the late Mae Vern
Yates and the late Samuel Bowman. She attended the public schools of Philadelphia
and went on to enroll at Temple University
in Philadelphia, Pa. After one year of matriculation, she enlisted in the U.S. Air Force
and served her country for four years. After
leaving the Air Force, she has enjoyed a career in fundraising and development. She is
recognized as a Certified Fund Raising Executive (CFRE) and has completed all required training and certifications. A graduate
of Wesley College in Delaware, she holds a
Bachelor of Science Degree in Economics.

NASA project specialist visits Albany State
By Joseph West
Publications specialist
The Albany State University
Department of Research and
Sponsored Programs hosted a
representative of the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration Sept. 15 and 16.
Priscilla Moore, a project specialist for NASA’S INSPIRE
and Explore School programs
at Kennedy Space Center, Fla.,
visited ASU’s NASA SEMAA
program and several area
schools participating in the
ASU NASA SEMAA program.
This trip, Moore’s second to
ASU in three years, was aimed
at recruiting students and
teachers for science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) programs.
During this visit, Moore visited
Monroe Comprehensive High
School and Dougherty International
Education
Middle
School and met with 60 gifted

students from Merry Acres
Middle School in ASU’s
NASA SEMAA Lab.
“The goal of our program is
to attract and retain students in
STEM programs and to recruit
teachers for participation in
NASA’s professional development programs,” Moore said.
As an INSPIRE project specialist, Moore works in universities and secondary schools
throughout Florida, Georgia,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands to build community interest in science education.
NASA’s Interdisciplinary
National Science Project Incorporating Research and Education Experience (INSPIRE) is a
multitier year-round program
designed for students in ninth
to 12th grade who are interested in (STEM) education
and careers.
On June 10-11, Moore was
instrumental in arranging a tour
of the Kennedy Space Center

NASA Project Specialist Priscilla Moore discusses science
and aeronautics with 60 students from Merry Acres Middle
School who toured the Albany State University NASA
SEMAA Lab on Sept 16.
for ASU’s Summer Transporta- Moore holds a Bachelor of Scition and NASA SEMAA Pro- ence Degree in organizational
gram participants.
management from Warner UniA native of Cocoa, Fla., versity in Sebring, Fla.
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Water Festival 2010 to be held at
Flint RiverQuarium Sept. 28-30
Conservation
Tip of the Week
Harvest water from
alternative
sources and use it to
irrigate plants. Collect
water in rain barrels or
cisterns. For each inch of
rainfall, six gallons of water
can be harvested per
square
foot of roof area.
(Source: Water – Use it Wisely
www.wateruseitwisely.com/
100ways/se.shtml)

For additional
information about
The Flint River Water
Planning & Policy Center or
waterSmart, contact:
Linda Means
P.O. Box 345
Albany, GA 31702-0345
Phone: (229) 430-2900
ext. 11
E-mail:
lmeans@
h2opolicycenter.org
Web:
www.h2opolicycenter.org

By Camile Matthews
Student writer
About 900 fifth-graders
will learn firsthand about
water use and conservation
during Water Festival 2010
Sept. 28-30 at the Flint
RiverQuarium.
Held from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
each day, the Water Festival
will give students hands-on
educational experiences on
topics such as water and its
effect on animals, standing
water and mosquitoes, agricultural water use, water and
soil erosion, and non-point
source pollution. To accommodate the number of students, the event will have 10
education stations or workshops with information and

presentations about various
themes.
The goal of the event is to
educate students about uses
of water and encourage them
to incorporate conservation
methods into their daily lives,
according to Linda Means,
administrative specialist/coordinator with the Georgia
Water Planning and Policy
Center, one of the event organizers.
“We want to help conserve, reserve and protect this
precious resource,” she said.
“The water we have now is
all the water we’re going to
have. Without water there is
no life.”
In the “Sammy the Striped
Bass” workshop, students
will learn about the impor-

tance of water for animals
and the importance of keeping water clean. In another
workshop, students will learn
about the life cycle of mosquitoes and how to prevent
mosquito breeding.
“We hope the students will
play a part in conservation
and share the info with their
parents about water conservation,” Means said.
This year will be the
eighth Water Festival. Sponsors include the Georgia
Water Planning and Policy
Center, Georgia Soil and
Water Conservation Commission,
Keep
AlbanyDougherty Beautiful, and the
Flint RiverQuarium. For
more information, contact
Means at (229) 430-2900.

SCULPTURE continued from page 1.
and a sun to represent aspiration.
More than 11,000 college students, alumni
and supporters took part recently in the international vote to identify the winning emblems
of HBCU culture throughout the United
States. In addition to ASU’s “Soil to Sun” the
other winners are:
• Jubilee Hall at Fisk University
• Alcorn State University’s Oakland Memorial Chapel
• Tougaloo College’s Woodworth Chapel
• Morgan State University’s Holmes Hall
• Bowie State University’s “Torch of
Truth”

• North Carolina A&T State University’s
“February One Statue”
“Soil to Sun,” along with the other six
structures, will be the subject of a multi-media
documentary project which is set to debut in
2011.
According to Jarrett Carter, Sr., founding
editor of hbcudigest.com, this project will create a new and exciting perspective on the tradition of HBCUs.
“It will provide an unprecedented opportunity for exposure and insight into your college's new and exciting developments,” he
wrote.

WAYCROSS continued from page 1.
said Wendy Wilson, ASU director of Alumni
Affairs. “We want to honor this pillar of his
community and celebrate the life of someone so
dedicated to serving others.”
Stephens began his career as a teacher in
Bronwood, Ga., in 1931. He also worked as a
teacher in Edison, Ga., and Morgan, Ga. In
1936, he married the former Clara Blakely of
Waycross. A few years later the couple moved
to her hometown. They had been married 59
years at the time of her death.
After serving a couple years in the Army

during World War II, Stephens became an entrepreneur in Waycross with businesses that included a motel, a restaurant, an automated car
wash and a night club. He also worked for a
number of years with Atlanta Life Insurance Co.
Even though he retired in 1977 at the age of
65, Stephens continues to own and operate
Steve’s Motel, which he opened in 1956.
Stephens’ community involvement includes
serving almost 30 years as a board member of
Satilla Regional Medical Center and as a longtime member and finance officer for AMVETS.

COLLEGE OF EDUCATION
Comprehensive Examination
Fall 2010
Deadline for Applications: Monday, October 11, 2010

In partial fulfillment of the requirements for the M.Ed. degree, candidates
are required to satisfactorily pass a Comprehensive Examination in their
degree area. A candidate is eligible to take the Comprehensive Examination
only if:
1.

A passing score on the PRAXIS/GACE II exam has been filed with
the candidate’s advisor, and

2.

The candidate has completed all Area C courses or is currently
enrolled in his/her last Area C course(s), and

3.

An Application to take Comprehensive Examination has been
completed. (Applications may be picked up in ACAD, Room 244.)

On the day of the exam, the student must bring:
a.
b.

Picture ID
Pen/pencil
The Exam will be offered:
When: Saturday, October 16, 2010
Where: Will be announced at a later date
Time:
9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.

SI COURSE

DAYS

TIME

LOCATION

FACILITATOR

Introduction to
Biology
College Algebra

Mondays/Wednesdays

7 – 9 pm

Academic Building 183

Mr. Anthony Cooper

Mondays/Wednesdays

7 – 9 pm

R.H. Simmons 317

Mr. Jerome Myricks

GACE I Basic Math

Mondays/Wednesdays

5:30 – 7:30 pm

R.H. Simmons 316

Mrs. Harriet Thompson

Pre-Calculus with
Trigonometry

Mondays/Wednesdays

7 – 9 pm

R.H. Simmons 108

Dr. Zephyrinus Okonkwo

Organic Chemistry

Mondays/Wednesdays

5 - 7 pm

Mondays - ACAD 185
Wednesdays - ACAD 234

Dr. Rajappa Manohar

Physics

Mondays/Wednesdays

5 - 7 pm

Academic Building 183

Dr. Arun Saha

For additional information and questions, please call CETLA at 229.420.1199.

It’s Time For
Albany State University
2010 Homecoming Parade
October 9, 2010
@ 9:00 a.m.

Parade applications are available NOW!
FMI contact: Ms. Geraldine Winns
Homecoming Parade Chairperson
HPER Complex, Room 208
229‐430‐1639
geraldine.winns@asurams.edu

The Center for Excellence in Teaching,
Learning and Advising
Presents
A Book Discussion
of
How Full Is Your Bucket?
Positive Strategies for Work and Life
by
Tom Rath and Donald O. Clifton, Ph.D.
Thursday, November 11, 2010
2:00-3:00 p.m.
Simmons Hall, Room 102
Facilitator
Yolande Penn

Please e-mail me (individual responses, please) at
yolande.penn@asurams.edu if you want to participate
in the discussion and receive a complimentary copy of
the book. Copies are limited.
For Faculty, Staff, and Students
Funding Provided by Title III

Human Subject Training: Part I
At least eight (8) hours of training is required for all faculty and staff conducting research involving
human subjects within the next 12 months. To register, please contact Research and Sponsored
Programs at 229-430-3690 or melisa.widner@asurams.edu .

Friday, October 1, 2010
Peace Hall, Room 127
9:00AM – 12:00PM
I.

Peer Review (1 Hour)
Cassandra Smith
9:00AM – 10:00AM

II.

Mentor/Mentee Responsibilities and Relationships (1 Hour)
Seong Seo
10:00AM – 11:00AM

III.

Research Misconduct and Policies for Handling Misconduct (1 Hour)
Andrew Floyd
11:00AM – 12:00PM

Human Subject Training: Part II
At least eight (8) hours of training is required for all faculty and staff conducting research involving
human subjects within the next 12 months. To register, please contact Research and Sponsored
Programs at 229-430-3690 or melisa.widner@asurams.edu .

Friday, October 15, 2010
Peace Hall, Room 127
9:00AM – 12:00PM
IV.

Policies Regarding Human Subjects (1Hour)
Sherryl Johnson
9:00AM – 10:00AM

V.

Conflict of Interest - Personal, Professional, and Financial (1 Hour)
Richard Williams
10:00AM – 11:00AM

VI

The Scientist as a Responsible Member of Society, Contemporary Ethical Issues in Biomedical
Research and the Environmental and Societal Impacts of Scientific Research (1 Hour)
Glenn Zuern
11:00AM – 12:00PM

Human Subject Training: Part III
At least eight (8) hours of training is required for all faculty and staff conducting research involving
human subjects within the next 12 months. To register, please contact Research and Sponsored
Programs at 229-430-3690 or melisa.widner@asurams.edu .

Friday, October 22, 2010
Peace Hall, Room 127
9:00AM – 12:00PM
VII.

Collaborative Research Including Collaborations with Industry (1 Hour)
Devi Akella
9:00AM – 9:30AM

VIII.

Policies Regarding Live Vertebrate Animal Subjects In Research (1 Hour)
Oluseyi Vanderpuye
10:00AM – 11:00AM

IX.

Responsible Authorship and Publication (1 Hour)
Maurice Melton
Joyce Johnson
11:00AM – 12:00PM

Human Subject Training: Part IV
At least eight (8) hours of training is required for all faculty and staff conducting research involving
human subjects within the next 12 months. To register, please contact Research and Sponsored
Programs at 229-430-3690 or melisa.widner@asurams.edu .

Friday, October 29, 2010
Peace Hall, Room 127
9:00AM – 12:00PM
X.

Data Acquisition and Laboratory Tools; Management, Sharing and Ownership (1 Hour)
Adansi Amankwaa
9:00AM – 10:00AM

XI.

HIPPA (1 Hour)
Cathy Williams
10:00AM – 11:00AM

XII.

Policies Regarding Safe Laboratory Practices
Ashok Jain
11:00AM – 12:00PM

