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Recently, two Albany

State University Criminal

Justice professors looked at

crime in Albany and didn’t

like what they saw. When

they investigated further,

seeking to identify the

causes of the city’s high

crime rate, they found that

much of the crime was com-

mitted by repeat offenders

who didn’t have adequate

resources to turn their lives

around.

Convinced that they

could use their resources to

make a difference, Dr.

Charles Ochie and Dr.

Patrick Ibe, engaged the

ASU Criminal Justice Insti-

tute in hosting a workshop

with a dual mission. They

wanted to inform citizens

about the laws, rights and

privileges related to giving

ex-offenders a chance to

start over. They also wanted

to bring law enforcement,

An Incubator
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USDA awards $400,000 grants 

ASU forensic science

students examine crime

scene investigations

Albany State alumnus is new principal 
at Radium Springs Middle School

By Cindy Gambill
Executive editor

During a visit to Albany State University’s

Flint River Water Planning and Policy Center,

Krysta Harden, USDA Assistant Secretary for

Congressional Relations, announced two

$400,000 USDA grants to benefit socially and

economically disadvantaged farmers in South-

west Georgia.

“I cannot tell you how great it is to see these

dollars come to Southwest Georgia,” said

Harden, a native of Camilla.

Harden, who assumed her position in 2009,

said the grants will help provide farmers with

training about natural resources and technolog-

ical resources.

“These grants are funded by provisions in the

2008 Farm Bill to look out for minority and so-

cially disadvantaged farmers,” she said. “We

want to keep farmers on the land.”

Congressman Sanford Bishop, who played a

critical role in securing the grants for Southwest

Georgia, participated in the announcement along

with Doug Wilson, executive director of the

See USDA on page 5.

By Joseph West
Publications specialist

The Dougherty County School Board recently approved the selection of Vin-

son Davis, a 1997 graduate of ASU, as the principal at Radium Springs Middle

School. 

“I am very excited about this upcoming school year,” Davis said. “Even

though this is my sixth year here, it will be my first as principal.”

Davis, who has been employed with the Dougherty County School System

since 1996, served for five years as Radium Springs Middle School’s assistant

principal under Principal Geraldine Hudley. Prior to that, Davis served as assis-

tant principal at Lamar Reese Elementary School for two years.

At ASU Davis starred on the basketball team for three years under Coach Oliver Jones.

Krysta Harden (second from right), assis-
tant secretary for congressional relations
with the U.S. Department of Agriculture an-
nounced two major grant awards on Mon-
day morning during a press conference
held at the Flint River Water Planning &
Policy Center on Pine Avenue. Participat-
ing in the press conference are (from left)
Doug Wilson, executive director of the
Georgia Water Planning & Policy Center
Consortium; Ralph Paige, executive direc-
tor of the Federation of Southern Coopera-
tives; Congressman Sanford Bishop;
Harden; and ASU President Dr. Everette J.
Freeman. 

Vinson Davis
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criminal and restorative justice professionals together with the public to discuss critical issues impact-

ing recidivism and ex-offenders employment.

More than 100 interested citizens attended the first workshop which led to the birth of the Albany

Second Chance program. Though new to Albany, second chance programs are not new in the U.S.,

they normally provide pre- and post prison release services to offenders. 

The Albany program, a non-profit company, provides assistance in the areas of criminal records

expungement, employment placement services, federal bonding programs, substance abuse services

and counseling in a number of other areas. The company primarily focuses on helping ex-offenders

secure gainful employment by providing assistance that reduces the negative impact of their past er-

rors.

In this era of shrinking public budgets the Albany Second Chance program’s efforts to end the

cycle of repeat offenses become even more important. The program provides a chance to reduce the

costs associated with maintaining a correctional system with a revolving door for repeat offenders.

It’s admirable that these professors have used their intellectual and professional resources to ad-

dress this important social problem. It’s just the kind of endeavor the founder of this institution envi-

sioned 107 years ago. Today ASU continues to champion such efforts. I congratulate Dr. Ochie and

Dr. Ibe for their work in creating a company to accelerate positive change in the community.

PRESIDENT continued from 1.

UpcomingEVENTS
Early and absentee voting in
Dougherty County is available now
through July 16 at the Dougherty
County Elections Office in the Govern-
ment Center from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Monday through Friday. Early and ab-
sentee voting will also be available July
12-16 from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the
Candy Room at 125 Pine Ave., next to
the Flint Riverquarium. The Voting Reg-
istrar’s Office is on the second floor.
The primary election is July 20. 

New Student Orientation will be held
at 1 p.m. Friday, Aug. 13, in the ASU
ACAD Auditorium. Participants are re-

quired to bring their letters of admission
with them. For more information, call
(229) 430-1632. 

Albany State University Toastmas-
ters Club 5091 meets every first and
third Saturday in ACAD 172, 10 a.m. to
noon.  The meetings and membership
are open to ASU students, faculty, staff
and the public. For further information,
please contact the club president,
Toastmaster President Linda Means at
lsmeans3@aol.com or (229) 255-6331
or Vice President for Membership Bran-
don Pinto at bejiita10385@mchsi.com
or (229) 888-3358.

Dr. Atin Sinha, professor and co-
ordinator of engineering at ASU,
works with students to prepare for
a high altitude balloon launch. The
balloon project was launched just
north of Lumpkin, Ga. It landed
just east of I-75 near Unadilla, Ga.
and south of Perry, Ga. The bal-
loon covered a distance of about
70 miles in one hour and 15 min-
utes sometimes flying at speeds
over 150 mph. The project col-
lected temperature, speed and al-
titude data. Dr. Sinha plans to
work with students this fall to develop an electronics payload package and program it
to record data for the next balloon launch. Photos of the last launch can be viewed at:
http://www.asurams.edu/coshp/naturalsciences/engineering/PACER%20Ballooning%2
0Project/Useful%20Photos/PACER_4_24_10.htm
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ASU forensic science students 
examine crime scene investigations
By Joseph West
Publications specialist

Many of us have watched as investigators on shows like

“CSI,” find and collect evidence at the scene of a crime and use

that information to break seemingly impossible cases. Albany

State forensic science students recently researched and presented

their reviews of prominent crime scene investigations. 

The projects aimed at giving students in the crime scene

course a chance to review the work of professional crime scene

investigators in prominent cases. Students were able to review

and discuss how investigators document the conditions at crime

scenes and collect and physical evidence to illuminate occur-

rences and perpetrators.

Presentations included crime scene reconstruction, timeline

reviews and discussions of outcomes in The Black Dalia,

Shenika Walker and Devanni Benton, Malcolm X, Robert

Kennedy, the Grim Sleeper, Brandon Lee and the son of Anna

Nicole Smith cases.

The students’ presentations showed that there is no typical

crime scene, body of evidence or investigative approach. 

“There can never be more than one item of evidence in one

container,” said Delrico Alexander, a senior Forensic Science

major from Atlanta, Ga. during his presentation on the Devanni

Benton murder. “Evidence collection must be consistent and the

right type of containers and packaging must be used to keep from

destroying the evidence.”

Dr. Oluseyi Vanderpuye, associate professor of Forensic Sci-

ence, said the projects give the students an opportunity to exer-

cise their critical and analytical thinking skills. 

“The students’ reviews of the cases revealed quite a few

things,” he said. “It gave them an opportunity to learn and ex-

plain the methods used to process those particular crime scenes

and point out missing and controversial elements.”

Albany State contributed almost $150
million to local economy in FY 2009
By Cindy Gambill
Executive editor

According to a report recently released by the Board of Re-

gents of the University System of Georgia, Albany State Uni-

versity’s output impact on the local economy for fiscal year

2009 was $149,751,789.

Written by Dr. Jeffrey M. Humphreys, director of the Selig

Center for Economic Growth in the Terry College of Business at

the University of Georgia., “The Economic Impact of Univer-

sity System of Georgia Institutions on their Regional

Economies in FY 2009” states that the 35 institutions of the

USG contributed a total economic impact of $12.7 billion on the

state’s economy during fiscal year 2009.The report was com-

missioned by the Intellectual Capital Partnership Program, an

initiative of the Board of Regents’ Office of Economic Develop-

ment. 

The report covers data collected between July 1, 2008, and

June 30, 2009. The study area for ASU includes Dougherty,

Lee, Worth, Mitchell, Terrell, Colquitt, Baker, Sumter, Calhoun

and Tift counties.

In addition to ASU’s output impact of nearly $140 million,

ASU’s initial spending totals more than $109 million dollars.

Initial spending includes salaries and employee benefits, operat-

ing supplies and expenses, and other expenditures, including

spending by students. In fiscal year 2009, ASU also had a value

added impact of $86 million, which included employee com-

pensation, proprietary income, other property income and indi-

rect business taxes.

ASU’s labor income impact was reported at more than $61

million, which includes total payroll costs and fringe benefits of

ASU employees and payments received by self-employed indi-

viduals. According to the report, in fiscal year 2009 ASU had an

employment impact of 1,585 full-time and part-time jobs in the

area. Of that total 582 were jobs on campus and 1,003 were jobs

that existed due to ASU-related spending.

To view the complete report, visit

www.icapp.org/pubs/usg_impact_fy2009.pdf.

Dr. Oluseyi Vanderpuye, associate professor of Forensic
Science, discusses the methods and procedures for thor-
oughly investigating a crime scene with ASU forensic sci-
ence students.
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Conservation 
Tip of the Week

To decrease water
from being wasted on
sloping lawns, apply
water for five minutes
and then repeat two to

three times.

(Source:  Water – Use it Wisely
www.wateruseitwisely.com/

100ways/se.shtml)

For additional 

information about

The Flint River Water

Planning & Policy Center or

waterSmart, contact:

Linda Means

P.O. Box 345

Albany, GA  31702-0345

Phone:  (229) 430-2900 

ext. 11

E-mail:  

lmeans@

h2opolicycenter.org

Web:

www.h2opolicycenter.org

Professors form a non-profit 
company to help ex-offenders
By Joseph West
Publications specialist

“In God we trust,” said

the human resources man-

ager to a job applicant. “All

others we run through NCIC

(National Crime Information

Center).” This employment

humor reveals a serious chal-

lenge that ex-offenders face

when they seek employment. 

Two Albany State Univer-

sity professors formed the

Albany Second Chance Pro-

gram in order to minimize

the negative impact past fail-

ings have on the lives of area

citizens. Dr. Charles Ochie,

chair and professor of the de-

partment of criminal justice

and forensic science at ASU

and Dr. Patrick Ibe, associate

professor of criminal justice

at ASU have recently started

doing business at 345 West

Broad Avenue, Suite 201 in

Albany.

The Albany Second

Chance Program is non-

profit and provides pre- and

post prison release services

to offenders. 

“We were looking at pos-

sible ways to reduce crime,”

said Ibe. “We believe em-

ployment will help.” 

The company primarily

focuses on getting ex-offend-

ers back into the workforce. 

“If an offender has paid

his dues, there should be no

reason to deny him employ-

ment,” Ochie said.  

The company specializes

in services aimed at helping

ex-offenders clear up errors

on their criminal records and

providing assistance to oth-

ers who have difficulty find-

ing employment because of a

blemish on their records.

Other services the com-

pany provides are designed

to help former offenders get

out and

stay out

of the

criminal

j u s t i c e

system.

A l b a n y

S e c o n d

Chance

services

inc lude

expungement, community

and civic counseling, educa-

tional and training counsel-

ing, employment placement

services, motivational serv-

ices, financial counseling,

faith-based counseling, fed-

eral bonding programs, indi-

vidual and family

counseling, substance abuse

programs, anger manage-

ment programs and life man-

agement programs.

For more information on

the Albany Second Chance

program contact the office at

(229) 883-3440.

Dr. Charles Ochie

Albany State Golden Rams add 
classic game to 2010 football schedule
By Edythe Bradley
Sports Info Director

Let’s get ready to rum-

ble! The Albany State Uni-

versity Golden Rams have

added another classic game

to finalize their 2010 football

schedule, athletic administra-

tors have announced.

The "Rumble in the

Swamp" will pit the Golden

Rams against the Savannah

State University Tigers on

Saturday, Sept. 25, in Way-

cross, Ga. Kickoff is set for 2

p.m. at the Waycross Memo-

SAU and ASU athletic officials met Wednesday in Way-
cross to kickoff the Rumble in the Swamp football clas-
sic. 
Pictured above are SSU Head Football Coach Julius
Dixon, left, SSU Athletics Director Marilyn Suggs, 
ASU Athletics Director Richard H. Williams and Assis-
tant Football Coach Rickey Alexander.See CLASSIC on page 5.
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Georgia Water Planning & Policy Consortium; Ralph Paige, ex-

ecutive director of the Federation of Southern Cooperatives; and

ASU President Dr. Everette J. Freeman.

The first grant goes to the Flint River Water Planning and Policy

Center for a one-year project with the goal of assisting socially dis-

advantaged farmers in accessing support and resources. According to

the project abstract, the project aims to increase participation by so-

cially disadvantaged farmers in USDA programs in the Golden Tri-

angle Resource Conservation and Development Council area.

Through this project, socially disadvantaged farmers will learn how

to improve environmental resource management and improve farm

profitability. Mark Masters, executive director of the Flint River

Water Planning and Policy Center, will serve as the primary investi-

gator for the grant.

“This will help minority farmers and socially disadvantaged farm-

ers who need some answers,” Harden said. “It’s hard to farm in

Southwest Georgia without water.”

Wilson said, “This grant and the work that we do has been help-

ful in telling the story Southwest Georgia needs to tell about water.

The agricultural industry in Southwest Georgia is the largest con-

sumer of water in the area.”

“We need to push technology out to folks not able to avail them-

selves of technology,” he continued. “We’re really excited about it.”

The second grant Harden announced goes to the Federation of

Southern Cooperatives, which represents more than 75 cooperatives,

credit union and community-based economic development groups

across the South. With the grant funds, the Federation will continue

working with farmers in Baker, Brooks, Calhoun, Dooly, Dougherty,

Early, Grady, Lee, Macon, Marion, Mitchell, Seminole, Sumter, Ter-

rell, Thomas and Worth counties in Southwest Georgia.

“This is the most important grant for us,” said Ralph Paige, ex-

ecutive director of the Federation of Southern Cooperatives, who re-

ferred to the grant as a “contract.” 

Paige said the Federation will use the funds to continue providing

technical assistance to farmers, helping farmers market their crops,

sell produce to local school systems as well as provide loans and

grants for farmers.

“This is a huge win for Southwest Georgia,” Paige said. “This

will have a profound effect on the economy in terms of bringing in

new dollars and new opportunities.”

Funds for both grants were part of the 2008 Farm Bill.

“These are your federal tax dollars,” Congressman Bishop said.

“These are the dollars we in Southwest Georgia send to Washington,

D.C. I’m just happy that together we’ve been able to work to bring

these dollars back to Southwest Georgia. These two grants will make

real the opportunities for economically disadvantaged and socially

disadvantaged farmers in this area to have access to resources, par-

ticularly water.”

USDA continued from 1.

CLASSIC continued from 4.

rial Stadium. The classic is sponsored by the 100 Black Men of Southeast Georgia, Inc. and the 100 Black Men of Valdosta, Inc.

Tickets for the game are $15 each and will go on sale at a later date.

The classic was officially announced at the “Rumble in the Swamp” kickoff luncheon and press conference on Wednesday at the

stadium and Holiday Inn in Waycross.

“We are excited about the Rumble in the Swamp between the Albany State Golden Rams and the Savannah State Tigers” said

Melvin Johnson, chairman of the classic committee and member of the 100 Black Men. “After several years of planning, we have fi-

nally brought the classic to fruition.”

In welcoming the group of more than 50 organizers, fans and university representatives to Waycross, Mayor Clarence Billups, also

a member of the 100 Black Men, said, “The classic is great for both universities. This is the start of something big for the universi-

ties and the community.” 

Representing the ASU football program was Assistant Coach Rickey Alexander, who said the Golden Rams are ready for great foot-

ball action against the Tigers.

“We are excited about having Savannah State back on the schedule. Anytime we play the Tigers, you can expect a very hard-hit-

ting, physical game. You can expect a hard-fought game and nothing less,” Alexander said. “We’re ready to let you see the Rams and

how the Rams work it!”

Interim Athletics Director Richard H. Williams said he too is excited about adding a classic game to ASU’s 2010 schedule.

"The Golden Rams are ready to kickoff the 2010 season and we are excited about the idea of adding another classic game against

Savannah State," Williams said. “The 100 Black Men of Southeast Georgia and Valdosta have done a tremendous job of putting to-

gether an event which will not only benefit both schools, but provide great gridiron action.”

Savannah State, a member of the Mid-Eastern Athletic Conference, is the only non-conference opponent on the Golden Rams' 10-

game schedule. The Golden Rams and Tigers played in the Music City Classic in Macon, Ga. from 1999 until 2004. 

The remainder of the 2010 schedule includes road games at Kentucky State University on Aug. 28, Tuskegee University on Sept.

18; Benedict College on Oct. 16, Oct. 23 at Morehouse College, and Fort Valley State University on Nov. 6. The Golden Rams will

debut at home against Clark Atlanta University on Sept. 11 in the J.W. Holley Memorial Game and play Lane College on Oct. 2. The

Homecoming game against Miles College is Oct. 9, and the Golden Rams play Stillman College on Oct. 30.



Join the QuarterBack Club and help support the
2010 ASU Golden Rams Football Team!

Join today and enjoy the benefits of membership!

Yes! I will show support by joining the Golden Rams QuarterBack Club!
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Number of Business Packages @ $1,500.00 Each ___________________  Amount Enclosed ___________________
Number of Seats @ $500 Each ______________  Amount Enclosed ______________
Number of Seats @ $450 Each ______________  Amount Enclosed ______________

Return this form with checks or money orders made payable to Albany State University Foundation, Inc.
Please mail to: Albany State University Foundation, Inc.

Albany State University
Albany, Georgia 31705

Business - $2,500

Business - $1,500

Ram Fan - $500

Life Alumni - $450

Ram Retiree - $450

ASU Employee - $450
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✗  ✗

✗  ✗
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2010 Golden Rams Football Schedule 

Date Opponent Site Time 

8/28  Kentucky State Univ. * Frankfort, KY 7:00 p.m. 

9/11  Clark Atlanta Univ. * + Albany, GA 7:00 p.m. 

9/18  Tuskegee Univ. * Tuskegee, AL 1:00 p.m. ^ 

9/25  Savannah State Univ. #  Waycross, GA 2:00 p.m. 

10/2  Lane College * Albany, GA               7:00 p.m.       

10/9  Miles College * ## Albany, GA 2:00 p.m. 

10/16   Benedict College * Columbia, SC 2:00 p.m. 

10/23  Morehouse College *  Atlanta, GA 2:00 p.m. 

10/30  Stillman College * Albany, GA 2:00 p.m. 

11/6  Fort Valley State Univ. * ### Columbus, GA 2:00 p.m. 

 
* - SIAC Games           ^ CST 
+ - Dr. Joseph Winthrop Holley Game 
# - Rumble In the Swamp Classic 
## - Homecoming ‘10 
### - 21st Annual Fountain City Classic 
 
 
Mike White, Head Coach 
Assistant Coaches: Rickey Alexander, Steven Smith, Kenyan Conner, Dan Land, Uyl Joyner, Anthony Kelly,  
             William Chunn, Christopher Henderson 
Dr. Everette J. Freeman, President 
Dr. Richard H. Williams, Director of Athletics (Interim) 
Stephanie Harrison-Dyer, Assistant Director of Athletics 
Edythe Y. Bradley, Sports Information Director 
      229-430-4673  •  edythe.bradley@asurams.edu 
 
 
 

 
SIAC CHAMPIONS 

1984    1985    1986    1988    1993    1994    1995    1996    1997    2003    2004    2005    2006 
 
 

NCAA DIVISION II PLAYOFFS 
1993    1994    1995    1996    1997    2004    2005    2006    2007    2008    2009 





Event sponsored by the ASU QuarterBack Club

You are cordially invited!

11th Annual

Preseason
Football

Reception
  Friday, July 30, 2010

   5:30 p.m.

Eula Lovett Hall
ASU Coliseum

Albany, GA

For more information,
call 229-430-4754 or 430-4673.

SIAC Champions
1984  • 1985  •  1986  • 1988  • 1993  • 1994  • 1995  • 1996  •  1997  •  2003  •  2004  •  2005  •  2006

Join ASU coaches,
fans and

supporters
to kick-off

the 2010 season!




