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The best gift of the 

holiday season
 
   It’s the holiday season. You’ll 
find the department stores and the 
mall bustling with shoppers trying 
to find the perfect gifts for family 
and friends. They’ll spend hours 
searching high and low and lots of 
energy going through aisle after 
aisle of merchandise.
   For some, the Christmas 
shopping season is a joyous time. 
They enjoy the time spent thinking 
of someone special and finding 
that just right something. 
   For others, shopping is the last 
thing they want to do.
   While you’re considering 
whether to shop in electronics or 
clothing, let me suggest another 
gift that doesn’t cost money – your 
time.
   So often we forget that one of 
the most precious things we own 
and can share is our time. 
   Spending time visiting relatives 
or old friends can be a wonderful 
Christmas gift. If you can’t 
physically visit a loved one, pick up 
the phone and spend time talking 
with someone special.
   If you have more time on your 
hands than you have people with 
whom to spend it, consider 
sharing some holiday spirit with 
people in a nursing home. They 

 
Yolanda Hall, an Albany State University early childhood education major, holds the cookbook 
that she wrote in her mother’s memory.
 

ASU student overcomes grief to write cookbook
 
By Camile Matthews
Student writer
 
   Yolanda Hall knows tragedy all too well. In 2007, her son was shot in the back of the head 
and killed.
    “My son was over six feet tall,” Hall said. “The guy said it was an accident. He was 
sentenced to five years but only served two years because of a plea bargain.”
   After her son's burial on Dec. 31, she buried her mother on Jan. 8, the next weekend.
    “My mom was sick with heart disease,” Hall said. “She went into a deep coma-like sleep. 
We believe she had a heart attack.”
   If that wasn’t enough, last year Hall was laid off from her job of more than 20 years with 
Riverside Manufacturing in Moultrie, Ga. Then her father died in December of 2009.
    “Everything hit at once, and I knew I needed a change,” Hall said.
   Hall already held an associate degree in applied science and marketing management from 

https://app.e2ma.net/app/view:CampaignPublic/id:....6879623913/rid:d8769f87d4a2266753d2763a145f0d3c (1 of 5) [5/5/2011 8:29:57 AM]

http://social.e2ma.net/next/e/1408463/ec274485b6dd90552ffe49642b139809/6879623913/?mrid=d8769f87d4a2266753d2763a145f0d3c
http://social.e2ma.net/next/t/1408463/ec274485b6dd90552ffe49642b139809/6879623913/
http://social.e2ma.net/next/f/1408463/ec274485b6dd90552ffe49642b139809/6879623913/


email : Webview

may not have many family 
members who visit, and they’ll 
enjoy your visit. You could also 
volunteer with a local organization 
to give out gifts to needy children.
   Whatever you decide to do, just 
remember that sharing your time 
could be the best Christmas gift 
you could give.
 
 

 
 The Albany State University 
Concert Chorale and Chamber 
Singers, conducted by Dr. Marcia 
Mitchell Hood, will present a 
Christmas Concert at 7:30 p.m. 
Sunday, Dec. 5, at St. Teresa’s 
Catholic Church in Albany. The 
featured work will be J.S. Bach’s 
“For Unto Us a Child is Born.” 
There is no admission charge. For 
more information, call the ASU 
Department of Fine Arts at (229) 
430-4849.
 
Albany State University will hold its 
Fall 2010 Commencement at 
9:45 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 11, at the 
Albany James H. Gray Sr. Civic 
Center. 
  
ASU will hold its annual 
Community Messiah Sing-Along 
at 4 p.m. Sunday, Dec. 12, in the 
ACAD Auditorium. There is no 
admission charge. For more 
information, call the ASU 
Department of Fine Arts at (229) 
430-4849.
 
 
 
 
 

Team ASU’s “Light the 
Night” Success Story

 
By 
Thedis 
W. Bryant
Team 
Captain
 
   President Everette J.  Freeman 
was all smiles when he learned 
that Team ASU and the Albany 
State University family had raised 
$4,400 for the Leukemia and 
Lymphoma Society’s Light the 
Night Walk (LTN), held on Oct. 1, 
2010, at the Parks of Chehaw.
   A plethora of volunteers hit the 
ground running and solicited 
donations to a worthwhile cause. 

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College in Tifton, Ga. Last year she decided to try her hand in a 
different field. In January 2010, Hall enrolled at ASU as an early childhood education major.
    “I currently have a 3.7 grade point average, and I let everyone know because I am proud 
of myself,” Hall said.
   Hall said she has really enjoyed her experience at ASU.
    “I love it,” she said. “I look at the students as being with my own kids. I enjoy it!”
   Hall’s family has always been oriented around food. After an interview with a Moultrie 
Observer reporter about the death of her son and mother, she began writing a cookbook.
    “People were walking up to me and saying ‘Didn’t I read about you in the paper? Don’t you 
have a cookbook out?” Hall said. “And I didn’t, but the interview was really based around food 
and my family, so people assumed I had a cookbook. So I thought, why not make one?”
   By taking her mother’s homemade recipes, Hall set a goal to work on one recipe a week 
perfecting each recipe. Her cookbook is called “Ready for the Table” and was released on Oct. 
29.
   While continuing her studies at ASU, Hall caters for the holidays and specializes in sweet 
potato and pecan pies. She currently lives in Moultrie, Ga. and has a 30-year-old son and a 15-
year-old son.
   For more information about Hall’s cookbook, contact her at (229) 985-5578.
 

 
Robert Sibley, a senior music major, gives ASU Early Learning Center students an introduction to 
the sounds of a trumpet on Nov. 30. Michael Decuir, assistant professor of music and director of 
ASU marching and jazz bands, said he wants to help the children develop a love of music in their 
early years

 
College professors, ASU students give preschoolers music 

education on a personal level
 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   “Creeping, crawling, never, never, falling,” sings a 40-something-year-old university professor 
as he crawls on his belly, hands and knees. As he crawls along, he is followed by a group of 
excitable 2-, 3- and 4-year-olds. The activity, taking place at Albany State University’s Early 
Learning Center, is designed and orchestrated by ASU Professor of Music Education Dr. Shawn 
Puller to increase the preschoolers’ love and interest in music.
    “Students involved in music tend to do better in school and have better graduation rates,” 
Puller said. “The correlation may not necessarily follow a cause-and-effect pattern, but the 
evidence is substantial showing that the brain maintains its plasticity when people use their 
kinesthetic and cognitive faculties.”
   During the one-hour, twice weekly activity with the students, Puller tells the children to sit in a 
circle and clap, mouse crawl, stand, and partner with another child to sing, dance and play. He 
leads the students through memory games, movement exercises in a number of flexibility-
generating positions while continuing to sing.
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Volunteers included co-captains 
Regina Jennings, Andrea Felton, 
Dr. Pat Jenkins, Sherell Hunter, 
Sheila Eaddy, Dr. Kim Fields, 
Laverne Luster and Geraldine 
Winns. Dedicated students on the 
team included Karmen Simmons, 
Jessica Stewart, Nanette Spencer, 
Natalia Trimble, Keturah Walker, 
Ka-Aja Brown and Taricka 
Brewton. Students in Greek and 
non-Greek organizations along 
with members of Mount Zion 
Baptist Church joined Team ASU 
and volunteered their services and 
generous donations to the Light 
the Night Walk.
   Each co-captain developed a 
plan of action in order to raise 
funds uniquely and individually. A 
friendly rivalry between Sherell 
Hunter and Dr. Pat Jenkins made 
this fundraiser exciting as they 
competed with each other to raise 
more than $600. Let’s just say 
they were both winners. Andrea 
Felton worked tirelessly placing 
LTN paper balloons on the wall in 
the ACAD Atrium as well as 
stopping and asking students, 
faculty and staff for donations 
before they exited the hallway.
   Freshman students Nanette 
Spencer and Natalia Trimble 
played an integral role in soliciting 
donations by carrying jars and 
coffee cans. They asked their 
colleagues around campus, in 
classrooms and in dormitories for 
spare change. In lieu of going to 
their first home game,  two more 
freshman students, Keturah 
Walker and Ka-Aja Brown, decided 
to participate in the ”Donate at the 
Tailgate” fundraiser  at the 
stadium.  
   A new student organization was 
even formed just for this special 
event. Venessa McKinney (Student 
Life and Activities) spearheaded 
BASICs, which stands for Brothers 
And Sisters Initiating 
ContributionS for Cancer 
Awareness and Research in 
Support of the Leukemia & 
Lymphoma Society.  BASICs, also 
known as the Divine Nine, 
organized three fundraisers in 
which the last one was a campus 
cook-out. The camaraderie, 
fellowship and food at the cook-
out were phenomenal and 
delicious. Dr. Freeman, Darryl 
Sabbs and several campus 
employees came out and 
supported the cause. Most of the 
food items were donated by 

   Michael Decuir, assistant professor of music and director of ASU marching and jazz bands, also 
visits the Early Learning Center regularly to teach the children.  Decuir said he wants to help the 
children develop a passion for music in their early years.
    “Kids have an innate love for music and sound,” he said. “Dr. Puller gets them to sing songs. I 
focus on getting them to learn beats and rhythm. I want them to have an aesthetic for sound so 
when they attend concerts and musical programs they will already have a well-developed feel for 
music.”
   On Nov. 30 the children were treated to a performance by Robert Sibley, a senior music major, 
who performed several selections on trumpet.
    “We try to bring different instruments each time we visit,” Decuir said. “We have performed on 
woodwind instruments and percussions in the past, and today we wanted to feature a brass 
instrument.”
   Jeannette Lucas, director of the ASU Early Learning Center, said she is very impressed with the 
work of the two ASU professors and their student volunteers.
    “Dr. Puller and Mr. Decuir are doing fantastic work with the children,” she said. “Our program 
is so fortunate to have access to professionals like them and their students to assist in our 
children’s development. That gives our students a great advantage over other programs. That’s 
what our center was designed to do.”
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BASICs.  Aaron Kelly provided the 
hotdogs, and other donations were 
provided by The Cookie Shoppe, 
the Cakery, Krispy Kreme Donuts 
and Harvey’s Supermarket.
   A lot of hard work and 
dedication paid off to make this 
year’s fundraiser a success. 
Thanks to all of the co-captains, 
the ASU family, McKinney, all 
students, members of Mt. Zion 
Baptist Church and each 
organization that donated items to 
the Light the Night Walk.
   All of the volunteers who came 
out to the Parks at Chehaw made 
the Light the Night “A Night to 
Remember” and “Oh What a 
Night!”
 

 
 

 
ASU students learn history, 

film-making and life lessons in Colquitt
 
By Joseph West
Publications 
Specialist
 
   Far from the bright lights of Hollywood in a small rural town in Southwest 
Georgia, students in the Albany State University TOP (Targeting Our Past) 
Learning Community received a how-to-create-history-for-the-movies 
experience. In Colquitt, Ga. at the Jakara-Micheaux Studio, the students 
viewed the feature film, “Hope & Redemption: The Lena Baker Story,” 
received a studio tour, listened to a presentation from the film’s director, 
and were given an opportunity to ask questions about the production.
   Dr. Florence Lyons, project director of the TOP Learning Community, said 
the trip reinforced the students’ understanding of the Lena Baker case, a 
topic previously discussed in students’ history class and a subject of a 
written composition in their English class.
   ASU’s TOP Learning Community pairs an English composition class taught 
by Dr. Devona Mallory, assistant professor of English, and a survey of 
history class taught by Dr. Maurice Melton, associate professor of history. 
The program is designed to provide students with increased opportunities 
for academic success, experiential learning, enhanced intellectual 
development through collaborations with classmates and professors outside 
of a class setting, and to have fun while learning.
   According to Mallory, the trip to Colquitt provided important first-hand 
information and details to support student learning.
   “It was a great opportunity for our students to see how history can be 
recreated in film,” Mallory said.  “Students were able to see actual props 
used in the production, such as the electric chair used to electrocute Lena 
Baker.”
   Melton agreed, saying the trip, which included a tour of the studio, gave 
his history students valuable life lessons as well.
   “It was a very good tour,” he said. “It (the film) was surprisingly true to 
the book and not sensationalized at all. I also liked that Ralph Wilcox, the 
director, took the students on the sound stage and talked to them about 
life, success and the importance of following their dreams. He talked to 
them about how to make it happen. His conversation was about taking a 
chance in life to be successful. He also shared his experience of coming to 
rural Colquitt, Ga., to build and operate a movie studio.”
   Adapted from a book authored by Southwest Georgia resident Lela Bond 
Phillips, with assistance by Karan Pittman, the story was written for the 
screen by director Ralph Wilcox. The film is based on the true story of Lena 
Baker, a rural South Georgia woman who was the first and only black 
woman to be executed in Georgia. It tells the story of Baker’s 1945 
electrocution and confronts racism, abuse of women and injustice, but 
honors a family’s fight for justice. Actress Tichina Arnold, best-known for 
her role as Pamela James on the hit 1990s TV series “Martin,” stars in the 
2008 drama that’s now available on DVD. The book is on sale at the Albany 
Civil Rights Museum.
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ASU speech and theatre majors (from left) Beauvyon Swain, junior; Hillary Scales, sophomore; 
Christopher Atkinson, junior; and Caroline Grant, sophomore, discuss the importance of hand 
washing to 2-, 3- and 4-year-olds at the ASU Early Learning Center. The four ASU students made 
up two-thirds of the cast of a skit presented to the early learners aimed at encouraging preventive 
health measures on Thursday.
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