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A Time to Say Thanks

 
   Sometimes we don’t say thank you enough. 
Sometimes we don’t make the effort to let others 
know the impact they’ve had on our lives. 
Sometimes we don’t realize how blessed we are to 
have a person in our lives until that person is gone.
   Last Saturday evening was not one of those 
times.
   Last Saturday evening about 250 people filled the 
Stonebridge Golf and Country Club to honor one of 
Albany State University’s champions of the arts – 
Dr. T. Marshall Jones – with a gala held in his 
honor.
   Dr. Jones’ leadership helped shape the fine arts 
at ASU into one of the most outstanding fine arts 
departments in the nation. His devotion to his 
community, to young people, to his church and to 
his family should inspire us all.
   A testament to Dr. Jones’ impact on our 
community came weeks before the event when 
tickets sold out just as the venue was finalized. 
After that came numerous requests for tickets, but 
unfortunately, we only had a limited space.
   On Saturday evening people talked about the role 
Dr. Jones played in their lives. Even more people 
were featured on a video created by ASU’s 
Telecommunications Center. But these were only a 
fraction of the multitude of people who’ve been 
touched by Dr. Jones.
   Dr. Leroy Bynum Jr., who’s now dean of the 
College of Arts and Humanities, was brought here 
by Dr. Jones.  Dr. Bynum, who never hesitates to 
talk about how Dr. Jones influenced him and 
continues to influence him, had the idea to hold the 
gala. I commend Dr. Bynum on having the vision to 
hold an event to honor Dr. Jones in person so that 
Dr. Jones could get at least a taste of what he’s 
accomplished so far. Dr. Bynum also had the 
foresight to put together a committee of people 
from ASU and the Southwest Georgia community 
who worked together diligently to make the event 
happen.
   I am grateful to all those involved so that we 
could show Dr. Jones just what an inspiration he’s 

 
Theodore Holmes, senior theatre major at Albany State University, directs the cast during a 
rehearsal of “Seven Cities,” an award-winning play that he also wrote. The play will be presented 
at 7:30 p.m. Monday, April 11, in the ACAD Auditorium.
 

ASU Theatre to present award-winning 
student play ‘Seven Cities’

 
   On Monday, April 11, at 7:30 p.m., the Albany State University Theatre Program will present “Seven 
Cities,” an original play written and directed by senior ASU theatre major Theodore Holmes. 
   A collage piece, “Seven Cities” chronicles the stories and lives of seven different characters.  Through the 
sharing of their stories, these characters heal and help each other to find strength. 
   “The deepest agony is bearing an untold story inside you,” notes playwright Theodore Holmes. 
   Holmes’ play won first place in the S. Randolph Edmonds Playwright Competition at the 75th Annual 
National Association of Speech and Dramatic Arts Conference held in March in Dallas, Texas. 
   The performance will be in the ACAD Auditorium on the ASU campus. Admission is free and open to 
the public. 
 
 
 

ASU Early Learning Center to host Week of the Young Child activities
 
   The Albany State University Early Learning Center will kick off its Week of the Young Child celebration 
with a program at 9:30 a.m. Monday, April 11, at the ASU Pedestrian Mall. The event will include an 
official proclamation by Dr. Willie Adams, mayor of the City of Albany.
   The Week of the Young Child is an annual celebration spear-headed by the National Association for the 
Education of Young Children (NAEYC). Locally, the Albany State University Early Learning Center will 
hold events that highlight the importance and the joy of spending quality time with young children. These 
events – planned for preschoolers, kindergartners and their parents – seek to encourage a better learning 
relationship between young children and adults. 
   “We have invited all of the day care centers from the surrounding counties for the kickoff,” said Jeannette 
Lucas, director of the ASU Early Learning Center.  “We hope to have at least 200 children on campus for 
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been to us. Now I can’t wait to see what he does 
next. He may be retired, but he’s still going strong 
in his devotion to music and to the people of 
Southwest Georgia.
   And in true Dr. Jones’ style, when it came time 
for his remarks, he didn’t choose to speak briefly 
and sit down. Instead, he made a point of 
mentioning people by name and explaining how 
they had touched his life. What an awesome 
example of humility and leadership!
 
 
 

 
The 2011 Environmental Summit at Albany State 
University will be held on Thursday, April 14. The 
opening session will be held at 10 a.m. in the ACAD 
Auditorium. Environmental sessions will be held 
from 1:30 to 4 p.m. in Room 114 of James 
Pendergrast Memorial Library. The closing 
community roundtable will be held from 4 to 4:30 p.
m., also in Room 114 of James Pendergrast 
Memorial Library. Featured speakers include Dr. 
Ravindra Malik, associate professor in the ASU 

the celebration.”
   Lucas also said she expects campus organizations and local elementary school organizations to participate 
in the celebration and other events during the week. Other activities planned for the week are:

●     Wednesday, April 13: Parents As Teachers workshop. The workshop is free and is presented by 
Lucas at the ASU Early Learning Center from 6 to 7 p.m. 

●     Thursday, April 14: Family Talent Night. Families will get a chance to show off their talents and 
have a fun-filled night. The showcase will be held from 6 to 7 p.m. in the L. Orene Hall Building. 

●     Friday, April 15: Art Auction. Children will display their framed art throughout the center. Parents 
will have the opportunity to bid on their child’s artwork. This activity will be held throughout the 
school day at the ASU Early Learning Center. 

   The community is encouraged to come to all of the scheduled events. For more information about the 
Week of the Young Child activities, contact the ASU Early Learning Center at (229) 430-2792.
 
 
 

 
ASU to participate in 

GA>AIDS HBCU Testing Tour 
 
By Cindy B. Montgomery
Executive Editor
 
   Albany State University will be one of seven universities participating in the Georgia Department of 
Community Health GA>AIDS HBCU Testing Tour. The tour’s goal is to fight AIDS stigma, raise 
awareness about the magnitude of HIV/AIDS in African-American communities and encourage people to 
be tested for HIV.
   The tour will stop at ASU on Tuesday, April 12. A session at 9:50 a.m. in the ASU ACAD Auditorium 
will feature award-winning poet Chauncey Beaty and hip-hop artist D.R.E.S. tha BEATnik.
   Beaty is the 2006 “She Slam” winner; a member of the 2006 Columbus, Ohio, National Poetry Slam 
Team; a member of the 2007 Midwest Poetry Slam League; and the 2008 Writer’s Block Individual World 
Poetry Slam representative. She is also the 2009 Art Amok Grand Slam winner, a member of the 2009 Art 
Amok National Poetry Slam Team and Art Amok’s Women of the World Poetry Slam representative for 
2009 and 2010.
   Beaty is a spokesperson for the Greater Than AIDS (GTA) Campaign, a movement with the purpose of 
increasing public knowledge about HIV/AIDS. She has been a guest on the Michael Eric Dyson Show and 
was featured as the centerfold ad in Heart and Soul Magazine in February 2011.
   D.R.E.S., whose name is an acronym for the Divine Real Essence of Sound, has performed with the Black 
Eyed Peas, KRS-One, MF Doom, Busta Rhymes, DJ Jazzy Jeff, Slick Rick, Mos Def, Jurassic5, Dilated 
Peoples, Public Enemy, Kanye West and Erykah Badu. His album “Have Mic…Will Travel” was the first 
100 percent beatbox produced album in the history of hip-hop. His second album, “Have Mic…Will Travel: 
The Live Experience” was recorded live at the Apace Café in Atlanta. The album also features Atlanta 
artists Chiedza, Slick & Rose, and DJ Rasta Root.
   D.R.E.S. is the founder and CEO of 4Kings Entertainment, an entertainment firm based in Atlanta. He is 
also a professional master of ceremonies with more than 5,000 shows to his credit garnering him 
the moniker of “the Johnny Carson of Atlanta hip-hop.”
   At 11 a.m. the tour will move over to the L. Orene Hall Building for free HIV testing. ASU’s goal 
is to have at least 100 people tested for HIV.
   For more information about the GA>AIDS HBCU Testing Tour, visit www.greathan.org or www.
blackaids.org.
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Department of Natural Sciences; Rochelle 
Routman, chair of the Georgia Power Sustainability 
Working Group; Elisabeth Guilbaud-Cox, senior 
communications officer with United Nations 
Environment Programs; Nils Bruzelius, a Pulitzer 
Prize winning journalist and executive editor of the 
Environmental Working Group; and Eun Joo Allison 
Yi, a Global Resource Efficiency and Clean Energy 
Product Specialist. The Environmental Summit is 
hosted by ASU and Humpty Dumpty Institute’s 
Higher Education Alliance for the United Nations. 
The event is presented by the ASU First and 
Second Year Experience Program and funded by 
Title III. For more information, call (229) 430-1871.
 
Albany State University will hold its annual 
Retirement Celebration from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday, 
April 18, in the L. Orene Hall Building.
 
Albany State University's Spring Commencement 
will be held at 9:45 a.m. Saturday, May 7 at the 
Albany James H. Gray Sr. Civic Center. Georgia 
Gov. Nathan Deal will be the keynote speaker.
 
The ASU Early Learning Center offers piano and 
voice lessons for all ages on afternoons and 
weekends. The cost is $40 per lesson. For more 
information contact ASU Early Learning Center at 
(229) 430-2792.
 
ASU Toastmasters Club 5091 meets every first and 
third Saturday, 10 a.m.–noon, in ACAD 172. All 
faculty, staff, students, and local community 
members are invited to become a member of 
Toastmasters.  For more information, please 
contact Club President Linda Means at (229) 255-
6331.
 

The ASU Digital Photo 
Contest continues 

 Click here for rules and details. The deadline for 
entries is April 10.
 

ASU Championship Jacket Fund
   Help us support our 2010 Division II Black 
College National Champions and SIAC Conference 
champions!
   Sponsor a jacket for $250 each for the members 
of the 2010 Mighty Golden Rams championship 
football team!  
   Please make your checks payable to the Albany 
State University Foundation, Memo: Championship 
Jacket Fund. 
   For more information, call the Office of 
Institutional Advancement at (229) 430-4660.
 
 
 

 
   Rev. Dr. C.T. Vivian
 
 

Civil rights legend to speak in Albany as 
part of ASU's collaboration with 
the Albany Civil Rights Institute

 
   During the month of the anniversary of Dr. Martin Luther King’s assassination, Albany State University 
and the Albany Civil Rights Institute will welcome to Albany the Rev. Dr. C.T. Vivian, a civil rights legend 
and King’s lieutenant in the struggle.
   Vivian will speak on “A Dream Remembered a Vision Continued” on Friday, April 15, at the Albany 
Civil Rights Institute (Old Mount Zion Church Sanctuary).
   As a young man in 1947, Vivian led one of the early sit-ins of the post World War II era. That success 
introduced him to the work that would lead him into the eye of the storm, the Civil Rights Movement.  The 
movement eclipsed much of America’s history during the 1950s, 1960s, and early 1970s and became the 
quintessential example of how to conduct a peaceful revolution. 
   During his work with King, Vivian served as the national director of affiliates and strategist for every S.C.
L.C. organization. His efforts in Birmingham, Ala., helped win passage of the Civil Rights Bill. His work in 
Selma, Ala., contributed to the success of the Voting Rights Bill. Vivian was also deeply involved in other 
Civil Rights Movements, including those in Nashville, Tenn.; Danville, Va.; St. Augustine, Fla.; and 
Chicago, Ill.
   He was featured in the PBS documentary “Eyes on the Prize” as well as “The Healing Ministry of the 
Rev. Dr. C.T. Vivian.” Vivian was spotlighted as an activist and analyst in the series “The People’s 
Century” (PBS/WGBH, 1998) and Tom Brokaw’s documentary “King” (History Channel, 2008).
   After leaving King’s staff, Vivian worked at the Urban Training Center in Chicago, where he trained 
ministers and developed urban curriculum for seminaries nationwide. Later he became the Dean of Divinity 
at Shaw University Seminary. There he began and obtained funding for an original national level program 
called “Seminary Without Walls,” which became the basis of his doctoral work.
   Vivian has provided civil rights counsel to four presidential administrations, served as part of a team of 
religious advisors to Barack Obama during his presidential campaign in 2008, addressed the United Nations 
and advised foreign heads of state. Vivian’s honors include the Trumpet Award, the National Jewish Labor 
Award and the Martin Luther King Jr. Humanitarian Award.
   In 2008 Vivian established the C.T. Vivian Leadership Institute Inc. to create a model leadership culture 
to train and educate a new generation of grassroots leaders inspired to mobilize a constituency. The institute 
is based in Atlanta.
   During his speech in Albany, Vivian will explore the direction the struggle has taken in the 21st century 
and the role of young people in the future.
   Doors open at 7 p.m. with the program starting at 7:30 p.m. The event is free and open to the public.
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Dr. Judd Biasiotto

 
ASU Professor to be inducted into 

Albany Sports Hall of Fame
  

By Edythe Bradley
Sports Information Director
 
   He’s an educator, author, power lifter, bodybuilder, 
orator, humanitarian and entrepreneur, and now Dr. Judd 
Biasiotto can add hall of famer to his list of titles. 
   The Albany State University professor will be 
enshrined in the Albany Sports Hall of Fame during the 
25th Annual Induction Banquet on Monday, April 11. 
Ceremonies will start at 6:30 p.m. at the Albany James 
H. Gray Sr. Civic Center. 
   A professor in the Department of Health, Physical 
Education and Recreation, Biasiotto has been a member 
of the Albany State family for more than 30 years.  
Biasiotto has brought much national attention to Albany 
State through his various accomplishments.
   “Dr. Biasiotto is very deserving of such an award. He 
is an outstanding teacher, mentor and author,” said Dr. 
Richard H. Williams, chair of the HPER Department and 
interim director of Athletics at Albany State University.  
“Because of his accomplishments as an author and power 
lifter, he has helped to put our great Albany State 
University and Albany, Ga., in the national spotlight.”
   President of World Class Enterprises, a sports fitness 
corporation, Biasiotto has written 57 books and more 
than 700 articles and is considered one of the top sports 
writers in America.  He earned a Sports Emmy from the 
American Sports and Science Academy for one of his 
most recent books, “Reflections.”  He is a feature writer 
for six national magazines, including Muscle and Fitness, 
Shape, and Natural Physique.
   As a world class powerlifter and bodybuilder, Biasiotto 
has won 11 world titles as a lifter, and set 101 state, 47 
regional, 23 American, 16 national and 14 world records 
in bodybuilding.  He was named one of the top 50 lifters 
of the millennium by Powerlifting USA in 2000, and in 
the same year, was named the oldest man to win the 
national and world open bodybuilding championships.
   Biasiotto is founder of Dr. Judd’s Love Foundation, a 
corporation that helps disabled and impoverished people.
   In addition to Biasiotto, other hall of fame inductees 
include Ulysses Wilson, a shortstop and second baseman 
who led Monroe High School to its only state baseball 
championship in 1967; Mark Williams, who was a 
member of the 1994 State Track Championship team and 
Albany Herald’s “Dirty Dozen” as a football and track 
athlete at Westover High School; Missie Milton Brock, 
an outstanding cheerleader, basketball player and tennis 
player at Albany High School; and Gary D. Lee, who 
was the Most Valuable Player in Football Region I-
AAAA at Westover High School.

 
ASU Symphonic Band and U.S. Marine Corps Band to hold 

ninth joint concert
 

   On Thursday, April 14, the Albany State University Symphonic Band and the Albany Marine 
Band of the U.S. Marine Corps Logistics Command will perform in their ninth annual joint concert.
   Formed in 1990, the Albany Marine Band is one of only 12 bands throughout the Marine Corps. 
Members spend much of their time performing across the country and abroad as musical 
ambassadors. In addition to their musical duties, these Marines are fully qualified in marksmanship, 
Marine combat training and physical fitness. As with all Marines, they are ready to be called upon at 
a moment’s notice to defend the U.S.
   During the concert, the ASU Symphonic Band will perform “Punchinello” by Alfred Reed, 
“Incantation and Dance” by John Barnes Chance, Irish tune from “County Derry and Shepherd’s 
Hey” by Percy Grainger, “Nabucco” by Giuseppe Verdi, March Medley: “The Vanished Army” by 
Kenneth Alford and “Americans We” by Henry Fillmore.
  The ASU Symphonic Band consists of about 60 musicians conducted by Dr. Michael Martin and 
Jesse Walker. This band is one of several instrumental ensembles in the Department of Fine Arts.
   Martin holds degrees from Kent State University and Youngstown State University. He is a 
professor of music education and music history.
   Walker holds a bachelor’s degree in instrumental music education from Florida A&M University, 
a master’s degree in music education from Georgia State University and an educational specialist 
degree in music education from Troy University in Troy, Ala. Walker has taught band, choir and 
general music in the public schools of Southwest Georgia for more than 32 years. He also performed 
with the U.S. Army Band, Chorus Europe, and the Seventh Army Symphony during his military 
career.
   The concert will begin at 8 p.m. in the ACAD Auditorium. There is no admission charge. For more 
information, contact the ASU Department of Fine Arts at (229) 430-4849.
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   The Albany Sports Hall of Fame was founded in 1987 
to honor local athletes who have excelled in sports and to 
provide funds for college scholarships for deserving 
young people. During its 25-year history, 128 athletes 
have been inducted into the Hall of Fame and 68 
scholarships have been awarded.
   Tickets for the Albany Sports Hall of Fame banquet are 
$15 and may be purchased at the Albany Chamber of 
Commerce or by contacting Sonya Spillers at (229) 431-
1200.
 
 
 
 
 
  

UAB Professor to keynote 
Undergraduate Research 

Symposium
 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   On Friday, April 15, the Albany State University and 
the Center for Undergraduate Research will host the 10th 
Annual Undergraduate Symposium. The program will 
began at 9 a.m. in room 114 of the James Pendergrast 
Library.
   Dr. Derrick R. Dean, an associate professor in the 
School of Engineering at the University of Alabama at 
Birmingham will be the keynote speaker. Dean holds a 
doctorate degree in materials science and engineering 
from the University of Illinois, a bachelor’s and a 
master’s degree in chemistry from Tuskegee University. 
His presentation will be on the topic “Bioactive, 
Multifunctional Polymeric Tissue Scaffolds: Design, 
Synthesis and Applications.”
   ASU student presenters at the program include: Vernon 
Alford, Erica Belle, Latrice Burston, Roman Casterline, 
Maurice J. Gibson, Danielle Green, Tonya Horne, Randy 
E. Lane, Tracy McVay, Xavier Patterson, Tarniecia 
Sampleton and Justin Turner.
    For more information, contact Dr. Ashok Jain, director 
of the Center for Undergraduate Research at ASU at 
ashok.jain@asurams.edu.
 
 

 
James Linton, a weapon system support 
manager for the Marine Corps Logistics 
Command in Albany, Ga., talks with 
students in the College of Business as 
Dr. Kathaleena Edward-Monds, interim 
dean of the College, looks on.
 
Marine Corps Weapon System Manager encourages ASU students 

to consider a logistics career
 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   James Linton, a weapon system support manager for the Marine Corps Logistics Command in Albany, 
Ga., shared his experiences from a career in supply chain and logistics management with ASU business 
students, faculty and guests recently.
    “Don’t turn down opportunities that may lead you to career success,” Linton advised the students. “You 
never know where that one minor opportunity will lead you.”
   Linton, who began his government service with a co-op experience while he was in college at Alabama 
A&M, said he almost missed out on a great opportunity because of his relationship with others.
   “When I told my mother that I was going to major in logistics, she thought I was crazy,” he said. “She 
told me, ‘You better get into a real major. Years later, after I began making good money, she said, ‘I told 
you to choose logistics!’”
   Linton said he almost missed the opportunity to get into his present career by hanging up on a phone call 
from a recruiter because he thought it was a friend playing a practical joke.
   A graduate of the three-year Navy Sea (NAVSEA) Logistics Intern Program in Washington, D.C., Linton 
encouraged the students in attendance to apply for a similar internship.
   “The program is exceptional over a period of time,” he said. “You will start out getting paid a little less 
than some of your contemporaries in the private sector. In a few years, with promotions, you’ll be able to 
make up that difference and even earn more those who started out earning more than you.”
    Linton has served as a coordinator in the Acquisition Professional Career Program (APCP) for the 
Department of Homeland Security, a project manager for the Integrated Deepwater System (IDS) Small 
Boats and Great Lakes Icebreaker Projects for the U.S. Coast Guard Logistics. He played a key role in the 
acquisition of a $140 million Coast Guard ice breaker ship and the purchase of a fleet of 400 small Coast 
Guard boats designed to combat drug trafficking on the seas. 
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