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Exemplifying a life
of service
On May 7, Albany State University will have the
incredible honor of welcoming University System of
Georgia Regent Kessel Stelling, Jr. as our Spring
Commencement speaker.
I’m sure Mr. Stelling’s words will inspire our
graduates. In the years to come, they will look back
on this occasion and relish the memory.
Mr. Stelling is an ideal example of what it means
to live a life of service to others. He’s proven his
commitment to higher education by serving in key
roles at two universities. He’s proven his
commitment to industry and his community through
his work with chambers of commerce.
It’s this life of service that I hope our students will
embrace because they will be the ones whose actions
and whose hands shape the future. Mr. Stelling will
see the fine men and women we’re equipping to
meet the demands of tomorrow. He’ll also see that
our students don’t just graduate and move on; they
graduate and return to show their support for other
Golden Rams. Our alumni are one of the greatest
treasures of Albany State University.
Join us for the ASU Spring Commencement on
May 7. Listen to the words of Mr. Stelling as he
delivers the Commencement Address. Cheer on our
graduates as they receive their diplomas and bask in
the moment.

Albany State student-athletes honored at annual
sports banquet
By Edythe Y. Bradley
Sports Information Director
Albany State University Golden Rams student athletes were honored for their
outstanding academic and athletic achievements during the 41st annual All-Sports Banquet
at ASU’s Health, Physical Education and Recreation Complex Tuesday night. Student
athletes who participated in football, volleyball, baseball, tennis, softball, women and
men’s basketball, track and field, cross country, cheerleading and dance were honored
during the event.
The banquet was an opportunity to honor student athletes for their accomplishments
during the 2010-2011 season, said interim ASU Athletics Director, Dr. Richard H. Williams.
“Our Lady Rams and Golden Rams teams have performed exceptionally well this season.
We take this opportunity to pay tribute to them for their athletic and academic
accomplishments,” Williams said. “We thank them for their dedication and service to the
University.”
More than 100 student athletes were honored, including Callie Hamilton, Stanley
Jennings and Mario Fuller, who received ASU’s top awards, the 2011 Female and Male
Student-Athlete-of-the-Year awards. Shabreka Carter and Ken Nesbitt received the RAM
awards, which are presented to the student athletes who exhibit school spirit, dedication,
leadership and service to the community.
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Albany State
to hold Spring
Commencement
on May 7
Albany State University will award bachelor’s,
master’s and specialist degrees to graduates on
Saturday, May 7, during its 2011 Spring
Commencement. The keynote speaker will be Kessel
Stelling Jr., a member of the University System of
Georgia Board of Regents.
Stelling was appointed to the BOR by then-Gov.
Sonny Perdue in February 2008 to represent the
state’s Sixth Congressional District. He is president
and CEO of Synovus Financial Corp., a financial
services company with $31 billion in assets based in
Columbus, Ga. Synovus’ bank divisions provide
commercial and retail banking, investment and
mortgage services to customers in Georgia,
Alabama, South Carolina, Florida and Tennessee.
A Georgia native, Stelling is an accomplished
business and community leaders whose leadership
abilities and dedication to service have benefited
many civic organizations. He is currently a member
of the board of directors of the Metro Atlanta
Chamber of Commerce, where he served as
chairman in 2008. He is also a member of the Cobb
Chamber of Commerce, where he served as the
interim president from 1994 to 1995 and chairman in
1998 and 2001. Stelling is a member of the Dean’s
Advisory Council of the University of Georgia Terry
College of Business and a Trustee of Kennesaw
State University.
Stelling earned a bachelor’s degree in business
administration with an emphasis in banking and
finance from the University of Georgia. He attended
the Graduate School of Banking of the South at
Louisiana State University. Stelling and his wife,
Carol, have two sons.
Georgia Gov. Nathan Deal was originally
scheduled to be the Commencement speaker, but is
not able to attend due to a schedule conflict.
ASU’s 2011 Spring Commencement will begin
with the procession at 9:45 a.m. in the Albany James
H. Gray Sr. Civic Center.

A senior, Hamilton led the Lady Rams basketball team in their outstanding season.
During her season, Hamilton averaged 10.1 points per game and led the team in rebounds
with 6.7 per game. President of the Student Athlete Advisory Committee, Hamilton also
received the Lady Rams team Captain's Award.
ASU quarterback Jennings led the Golden Rams football team to the 2010 SIAC and SBN
Black College National Championships. A regional nominee for the Harlon Hill Trophy as
the NCAA Division II College Football Player of the Year, Jennings was named ASU's
Most Valuable Offensive Player. He was also named the SIAC’s Most Valuable Player and
Offensive Player of the Year. During his junior campaign, Jennings passed for 2,352 yards
and 26 touchdowns, and led the SIAC and the nation in several offensive categories
throughout the season.
Fuller, a key anchor of the Golden Rams "Dirty Blue" defense who recorded 59 tackles
during the season, was also named ASU's Most Valuable Defensive Player. Fuller was
named to the All-SIAC First Team-Defense. He also received an Academic Achievement
Award.
Carter, a two-sport athlete and honor student, helped the track and field team to the 2011
SIAC championship and the volleyball team to a second-place finish in the SIAC
championship. She was named to the 2011 SIAC Women’s All-Track and Field Team in
the shot put.
Nesbitt, a pitcher with the Golden Rams baseball team, will lead the Golden Rams as they
defend their SIAC championship title later this week. An honor student, Nesbitt is treasurer
of the Student-Athlete Advisory Committee. He received the Pitching Award and the
Captain’s Award.
In presenting the awards, Assistant Athletics Director Stephanie Harrison-Dyer said,
"Our student-athletes have given it their all during the 2010-2011 season. We are proud to
honor the best and brightest."
Top Golden Rams baseball awards went to catcher Ricky Harris as the Best Defensive
Player and the RBI King. Shortstop William Smalls received the Most Homeruns Award
and the Highest Batting Average Award. Pitcher Greg Johnson was the Newcomer of the
Year. The Lady Rams softball team’s Best Defensive Player Award went to catcher
Chaconna Marks, and Best Offensive Player Award went to outfielder Dominique Bryant.
Best Offensive and Defensive Player Awards for the women's basketball team went to
Kourtney Alexander and Beneidra Colbert, respectively. Symone Wilkerson was named
Newcomer of the Year. DeMarcus Blunt received the men's basketball team Best Offensive
Player and Newcomer of the Year awards, while Stephen Francis and Jonathan Hines were
named Best Defensive Players. Marcus Benitez received the Best Three-Point Shooter
Award.
Tennis players Dominique Lambert and Crystal LeGrand were honored as the Most
Outstanding Doubles Team, and Reanah Kellogg received the Most Outstanding Singles
Player Award.
ASU men's track and field awards went to Jordan Thompson as the Most Valuable Track
Runner and Eric Leggette as the Most Valuable Field Performer. Donald Williams received
The Man Award. On the women's side, Lanequa Borders was named Most Valuable Track
Runner, and Shabreka Carter was named the Most Valuable Field Performer. The Woman
Award went to Ebony Stone. Brittany Carter was named the Best Women's Cross Country
Performer.
The Best Offensive Volleyball Player Award went to Sabrina Garcia, and Adrienne
Morris received the Best Defensive Player Award.
Pennie Chappel received the Most Outstanding Cheerleader Award, and Lacey Brooks
was named Most Outstanding Platinum Diva Dancer.
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The ASU Theatre Ensemble will present "Side
Man" at 7:30 p.m. Friday, April 29, and at 7:30
p.m. Saturday, April 30 in the ACAD
Auditorium. Tickets are free for ASU students.
Tickets are $5 for adults and $3 for senior
citizens and non-ASU students.
The Anointed ASU Gospel Choir will present
"Manifest the Experience" on Sunday, May 1,
in the ACAD Auditorium. Admission is free.
Doors open at 5 p.m. The concert will begin at
5:30 p.m.
ASU Toastmasters Club 5091 meets every
first and third Saturday, 10 a.m.–noon, in ACAD
172. All faculty, staff, students, and local
community members are invited to become a
member of Toastmasters. For more
information, please contact Club President
Linda Means at (229) 255-6331.

ASU Championship Jacket Fund
Help us support our 2010 Division II Black
College National Champions and SIAC champions!
Sponsor a jacket for $250 each for the members of
the 2010 Mighty Golden Rams championship
football team!
Please make your checks payable to the Albany
State University Foundation, Memo: Championship
Jacket Fund.
For more information, call the Office of
Institutional Advancement at (229) 430-4660.

Entrepreneur Bernadette Johnson-Hairl (right) joins Dr. Kathaleena Edward Monds, interim dean
of the ASU College of Business after Johnson-Hairl’s address to ASU students on April 25 in
Peace Hall.

Entrepreneur advises ASU students
to exceed expectations
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
In her lecture on April 25, entrepreneur Bernadette Johnson-Hairl told Albany State University business
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students to give above and beyond what is required in their quest for success.
“For example, I could have graduated from high school with a 4.0 G.P.A., but because I only sought to do
the minimum, I graduated with only a 3.2 G.P.A.” she said. “All it takes is a desire to do more than is
required.”
“Leaders are readers,” Johnson-Hairl told the students. “Poor people have big TVs,” she said. “Rich
people have big libraries.”
Johnson-Hairl also shared with the students what her experience has taught her are the keys to success:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Learn from others.
You don’t know it all.
You don’t have time to reinvent the wheel.
Learn how to manage your money and credit.
Learn how to spend and borrow money wisely.
Master the skills that pay the bills (communication skills).
Always work on improving your communication skills.
Know how to pick your teammates.
Professionalism (Obey the dress code of a professional).
Accountability (Do what you say you will do).
Master setting priorities.
Set yourself apart from the competition.
Use social media wisely.
Value your genuine relationships.
Be on time; being late is disrespectful.

Johnson-Hairl is an accountant, author, business consultant, professional speaker and trainer. She is a selfdescribed “serial entrepreneur” who is committed to “keeping small business in business.”
“I am always looking for new and different ways to make money,” she said. “I don’t ever want only one
stream of income.”
As president of By The Book Accounting, she has helped hundreds of entrepreneurs across the country
start, run and grow thriving ventures. After her presentation, she offered autographed copies of her selfpublished first book, “Business Blueprint: A Small Business Owner’s Guide to Starting & Running a
Business THE RIGHT WAY!”
Johnson-Hairl holds a bachelor’s degree in accounting from Cheney University of Pennsylvania and an
MBA from Keller Graduate School of Management, DeVry University.

https://app.e2ma.net/app/view:CampaignPublic/i...047462563/rid:a51be756b0c24bbd263527b93623d0bd (4 of 6) [5/5/2011 10:38:58 AM]

email : Webview

https://app.e2ma.net/app/view:CampaignPublic/i...047462563/rid:a51be756b0c24bbd263527b93623d0bd (5 of 6) [5/5/2011 10:38:58 AM]

email : Webview

504 College Drive | Albany, GA 31705 US
This email was sent to cindy.gambill@asurams.edu. To ensure that you continue receiving our emails, please add
us to your
address book or safe list.
manage your preferences | opt out using TrueRemove™
Got this as a forward? Sign up to receive our future emails.

EmailNow powered by Emma

https://app.e2ma.net/app/view:CampaignPublic/i...047462563/rid:a51be756b0c24bbd263527b93623d0bd (6 of 6) [5/5/2011 10:38:58 AM]

