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History Worth Saving

 
   Yesterday I had a remarkable and memorable 
experience of attending an induction ceremony for 
Georgia Women of Achievement and having a 
conversation with Mr. George C. Stoney, a professor 
of film and cinema studies at New York University, 
and a pioneer in the field of documentary film.
   At the induction ceremony three great Georgians 
were inducted posthumously: the late May duBignon 
Stiles Howard (1894-1983), Lillian Gordy Carter 
(1898-1983) and Mary Francis Hill Coley (1900-
1966). Mrs. Coley, a midwife from Albany, was 
nominated for this honor by Albany State University 
Student Lamecia Steele, and Dr. Lee Formwalt, 
director of the Albany Civil Rights Museum.
   Mrs. Coley, a Georgia native, received the honor 
for overcoming challenging circumstances with 
“little formal schooling, to become an accomplished 
and recognized midwife, and an advocate for health 
care who saw no racial barriers.” Her compelling 
story was documented in the award-winning film, 
“All My Babies,” written, produced and directed in 
1952 by Mr. Stoney in collaboration with Mrs. 
Coley, as well as with local public health doctors and 
nurses.
   In 2002, “All My Babies” was selected by the 
Library of Congress for placement on the National 
Film Registry as “a culturally, historically and 
artistically significant work.”
   Mr. Stoney, now 95, is still a great mentor and 
conversationalist. After meeting him, I see why his 
stories are invaluable resources to the nation.
   Thanks to the concern and diligence of an ASU 
student and a former faculty member, Mrs. Coley’s 
legacy of service is now safe among Georgia 
Women of Achievement.
 
 

 
Rutha Mae Harris (left), Janie Culbreath Rambeau (center) and Annette Jones White hold a book 
signing for “Hands on the Freedom Plow” during Homecoming Week 2010 at Albany State 
University. On March 13 the three will be honored by the Atlanta City Council along with other 
Georgia women featured in the book. 
 

Former Albany State students to be recognized by Atlanta City 
Council for civil rights work

 
By Cindy Gambill
Executive Editor
 
   The Atlanta City Council will honor three former Albany State College students for their work during the 
civil rights movement of the 1960s with a reception and a proclamation on Monday, March 21, in Atlanta.
   Being honored are the 13 Georgia women featured in the book “Hands On the Freedom Plow.” That list 
includes four women who participated in the Albany Movement and who have ties to Albany State: Bernice 
Johnson Reagon, Janie Culbreath Rambeau, Annette Jones White and Rutha Mae Harris.
    Reagon, Rambeau and White were Albany State students suspended because of their involvement in civil 
rights demonstrations in the city. Despite the suspensions, all three continued their education elsewhere and 
continued their involvement in the civil rights movement.
    Harris, one of the Freedom Singers, went on to earn a degree from Albany State in 1970.
   “In my wildest dreams, I never thought that I would be honored by the city of Atlanta,” said White, who 
now lives in East Point. “I feel very humble and proud to be among some really great women from all 
across Georgia.”
   The proclamation, which will be read in the council chamber on March 21, is authored by Michael Julian 
Bond, a member of the Atlanta City Council and son of legendary civil rights activist Julian Bond.
   “It’s just an honor to receive recognition for something we did because it was necessary, and it was the 
time for it to be done,” White said. “It’s hard to believe someone now after all of these years would look 
back at that and see that it’s worthy of a proclamation.”
   During the course of the year, Albany State is holding a year-long celebration to honor the students who 
were suspended in 1961 because of their involvement in civil rights demonstrations.  The next event in the 
celebration is the Founder’s Day Convocation at 10 a.m. Friday, April 1, in the HPER Gymnasium, when 
Dr. William Anderson, president of the Albany Movement, will be the keynote speaker.
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The ASU Honors Day Convocation will be 
held at 10 a.m. Friday, March 25, in the HPER 
Gymnasium.
 
The Albany State University Graduate School 
will present the Graduate Student 
Recognition Award (plaque and $250) at the 
Honors Day Program on March 25, 2011. 
Currently enrolled graduate students in any 
major may apply. Evaluation will be based on a 
letter of interest; a letter of recommendation 
from graduate faculty, chair or dean; leadership 
development; and professional-related 
community service. Application packets are due 
by noon Monday, March 14, to Dr. Kimberly 
Fields, chair, Graduate Student Recognition 
Committee, College of Education, ACAD 244B. 
For more information, contact Fields at (229) 
430-6471.
 
The Albany State University Graduate School 
will present two Graduate Student 
Scholarship Awards (plaque and $500 each) 
at the Honors Day Program on March 25, 2011. 
Currently enrolled first- or second-semester 
graduate students who have completed fewer 
than 12 credit hours in a graduate program 
(ASU or transfer) in any major may apply. The 
successful candidate must also be enrolled in 
the Albany State University Graduate School 
during the Fall 2011 Semester. Applications are 
due by noon Monday, March 14, to Dr. Kimberly 
Fields, chair, Graduate Student Recognition 
Committee, College of Education, ACAD 244B. 
For more information, contact Fields at (229) 
430-6471.
 
ASU faculty, students of all majors, staff and 
members of the Albany community are asked to 
submit papers, multimedia presentations, 
readings, panels, etc. for the upcoming ASU 
Women’s Symposium, which will be held from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday, March 31, in the L. 
Orene Hall Building. This year’s theme is “I’m 
Every Woman.” All works must focus on 
women. Those interested should submit a typed 
250-word abstract (in MS Word) of a maximum 
15-minute presentation. Submissions should be 
sent electronically or by hard copy to Dr. 
Devona Mallory, Holley Hall 122, 
dmallory@asurams.edu by Friday, March 4. For 
more information, contact Mallory at (229) 430-
4839. 
 
The Albany State University Gender Studies 
Committee and the Darton College Theatre 
Department will present a production of “The 
Vagina Monologues” to benefit Liberty House 
of Albany Inc., a domestic violence shelter. 
Performances will be held at 8 a.m. March 25 
and 26 at Darton College, and at 3 p.m. March 
27 at ASU. General admission is $10. 
Admission for students (with a student ID) is $7. 
For more information, contact Devona Mallory 
at ASU at (229) 430-4839, Deb Liss-Green at 
Darton College at (229) 317-6875 or Silke 
Deeley at Liberty house at (229) 439-7094.
 

 
 Dr. Edward Bass
 

Worth County doctor to speak as part of ASU Busines Lecture 
Series

 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   The Albany State University College of Business will host the third installment of its 2011 Business 
Lecture Series (BLS) on March 14 with a presentation from a Worth County medical doctor with vast 
experience in building relations with healthcare administrators.
   Dr. Edward Bass, a medical doctor and Howard University graduate, will be the keynote speaker for the 
BLS installment hosted by the ASU College of Business Healthcare Management Club. A native Floridian 
raised in Georgia, Dr. Bass has developed extensive relations with professionals who hold senior 
management positions in healthcare facilities.
   A graduate of Howard University with a B.S. in chemistry in 1984, Dr. Bass has worked in the field of 
environmental toxicology in the Washington, D.C. area. He attended Morehouse School of Medicine 
completing his M.D. degree in 1993 and his family residency training at Tallahassee Memorial Regional 
Medical Center.
   As an active member of the community, Dr. Bass conducts health prevention seminars at churches, 
schools and various community organizations. He also volunteers at the Albany Good Samaritan Clinic. He 
has practiced medicine in Sylvester for 11 years. Dr. Bass is a diplomat of the American Board of Family 
Medicine, medical director of Sylvester Healthcare, medical director of Phoebe Worth Family Medicine 
and medical director of Phoebe Worth EMS. He serves on the Board of the Worth County Health 
Department.
   The 2011 BLS will host its final three programs March 28, April 11 and 25 with lectures from James 
Linton, a weapon system support manager for the U.S. Marine Corps; Ronnie D. Richardson, an ASU 
alumnus and assistant director of player development for the Atlanta Braves; and Bernadette Johnson-Hairl, 
an accountant, author, business consultant, professional speaker and trainer, respectively.  
   All lectures in the series will be held in room 127 of Peace Hall at 11 a.m.
   For more information, contact the ASU College of Business at (229) 430-2749.
 

 
  Gareth Johnson
 

Renowned young violinist to perform in Albany
 
By Cindy Gambill
Executive Editor
 
   When he was 10, Gareth Johnson and his dad attended a St. Louis Symphony Orchestra concert. That’s 
when Johnson first heard famed violinist Itzhak Perlman perform. That performance made Johnson decide 
to learn how to play the violin. He went on to become a child prodigy and has been called the Tiger Woods 
of classical violin.
   Now in his mid-20s, Johnson has performed around the world and won numerous awards because of his 
musical virtuosity. On Sunday, April 3, he’ll bring his talents to Albany for a recital at the Albany 
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The American Society of Public 
Administrations for the South Georgia 
Region, (ASPA-SWGA) Chapter #130 will hold 
a meet-and-greet for community leaders, civic 
organizations and administrators from 10 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, March 26, at the Arthur K. 
Williams Microbusiness Enterprise Center, 230 
South Jackson St., Albany, GA. For more 
information, call  Alfreda Williams, Chapter 
President, at (229) 430-1817 or (229) 376-0499; 
or Vanessa McRae, Interim Chapter Secretary, 
at (229) 420.1093 or (229) 296-8012.
 
Mark your calendars! Albany State University 
will hold its annual Retirement Celebration 
from 4 to 6 p.m. Monday, April 18, in the L. 
Orene Hall Building.
 
The ASU Early Learning Center offers piano 
and voice lessons for all ages on afternoons 
and weekends. The cost is $40 per lesson. For 
more information contact ASU Early Learning 
Center at (229) 430-2792.
 
ASU Toastmasters Club 5091 meets every first 
and third Saturday, 10 a.m.–noon, in ACAD 
172. All faculty, staff, students, and local 
community members are invited to become a 
member of Toastmasters.  For more 
information, please contact Club President 
Linda Means at (229) 255-6331.
 
 
 

 
 

Municipal Auditorium during Albany State University’s Founder’s Day Weekend.
   Johnson earned a bachelor’s degree and a master’s degree in music performance from the Lynn 
University Conservatory of Music in Boca Raton, Fla.
   His accomplishments include winning the Sphinx Competition Senior Division in 2010 and the Junior 
Division in 2002 as well as the Lynn University Conservatory Competition in 2008. Johnson’s other awards 
include a Lynn University Music Scholarship (2002-2009), the Madelyn Savarick Annual Music 
Scholarship Competition (2004), Arts Recognition and Talent Search (Arts) Award (2003), New World 
Symphony Concerto Competition (2002), Lynn University Young Musician Competition for Strings 
(2002), St. Louis Gateway “Young Heroes in Music” Award (2001), St. Louis Laclede String Quartet Solo 
Competition (2001) and Collegiate All- American Scholar (2003).
   From 2001 to 2010, Johnson held residencies or appeared as a solo performer with the Seattle Symphony 
Orchestra, the Boston Pops, the Orchestra of the Triangle, the National Orchestra of Dominican Republic, 
Boca Philharmonica, Carnegie Hall and others. Johnson has performed in Pittsburgh, Pa.; Battle Creek, 
Mich.; Rochester, N.Y.; Atlanta, Ga.; St. Louis, Mo.; Cincinnati, Ohio; Baltimore, Md.; Annapolis, Md.; 
Detroit, Mich.; Memphis, Tenn.; Albany, Ga.; and others.
   Johnson’s Albany performance is part of the ASU Department of Fine Arts and Lyceum Performance 
Series. This year’s series is dedicated to Dr. T. Marshall Jones, retired head of the ASU Department of Fine 
Arts. The recital will begin at 4 p.m. Tickets are $15, $10 and $5. (ASU student tickets are $12, $7 and $3.) 
Tickets are available at the Albany James H. Gray Sr. Civic Center Box Office or at www.ticketmaster.com.
   In addition to the recital, Johnson will also hold a master class for local student violinists at 4 p.m. 
Monday, April 4, at the Albany Municipal Auditorium. For more information about the master class, call 
the ASU Department of Fine Arts at (229) 430-4849.
 

 
Dr. Benjamin F. Payton
 
ASU Presidential Symposium to feature Tuskegee University President 

Emeritus
 

By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   Albany State University will begin Founder’s Day weekend on Thursday, March 31, with the Presidential 
Symposium at the Albany Municipal Auditorium at 7 p.m. The symposium’s theme is “The Past, Present 
and Future: The Role of Historically Black Colleges and Universities in Higher Education.” Free and open 
to the public, the program will feature the former leader of one of the nation’s most storied institutions of 
higher education.
   President Emeritus of Tuskegee University Dr. Benjamin F. Payton will deliver the symposium’s keynote 
address. Payton, Tuskegee’s fifth president, led that institution, one of the nation’s premier historically 
black institutions of higher education, for 28 years from its centennial year, 1981, through 2009. Payton – 
known for inspiring audiences world-wide with lectures on the power of courage, industry and personal 
accountability to transform – has himself led an amazing transformation at Tuskegee. Under his leadership, 
in 1985 the institute became a university and established or advanced many programs as part of its mission 
to provide teaching, research, and service to the community and to the world.
   Payton guided the university as it added two doctoral programs – one in Materials Science and 
Engineering and another in Integrative Biosciences. During his tenure, more than $300 million was invested 
in student scholarships and campus infrastructure. The university's endowment grew from $15 million to 
more than $102 million. In addition, the General Daniel "Chappie" James Center for Aerospace 
Engineering and Health Education, the National Center for Bioethics in Research and Health Care, and the 
Kellogg Hotel and Conference Center were constructed. The university also significantly enhanced 
academics, research and training in the School of Veterinary Sciences, the nation’s number-two producer of 
African-American veterinarians.
   Payton has a B.A. degree in sociology with honors from South Carolina State University, a B.D. degree in 
philosophical theology from Harvard University, an M.A. degree in philosophy from Columbia University 
and a Ph.D. in ethics from Yale University. He has been awarded honorary doctoral degrees from Howard 
University, Benedict College, Lehigh University, Morgan State University, Florida Memorial, Eastern 
Michigan, Morris Brown, South Carolina State and the University of Maryland.
   His other awards include South Carolinian of the Year, 1972; Napoleon Hill Foundation Award for 
Outstanding Leadership in Education, 1987; and the Benjamin E. Mays Award at South Carolina State 
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University (first recipient).
   A native of Orangeburg, S.C., Payton was one of nine children born to Leroy and Sarah Payton. He is 
married to Thelma (Plane) Payton. They have two children, Mark Steven and Deborah Elizabeth.
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