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The future of HOPE

 
   HOPE. It’s just four little letters. In Georgia, it 
stands for Helping Outstanding Pupils Educationally. 
According to the Georgia Student Finance 
Commission, more than 1.6 million students in 
Georgia have received HOPE since it began in 1993, 
which totals more than $5.9 billion in HOPE funds.
   HOPE is a grant and scholarship program that 
provides funds to help students with their education 
beyond high school. It is completely funded by the 
Georgia Lottery.
   In the beginning, HOPE was awarded to students 
whose family incomes were too high to qualify for 
federal Pell grants, but still not enough to handle the 
cost of college. Later the restrictions were relaxed so 
that more students would qualify for HOPE.
   Just as the economy has taken a downturn, so has 
the Georgia Lottery. Fewer people are buying lottery 
tickets. That means fewer funds for the lottery and 
less money for HOPE and for the statewide Pre-K, 
another lottery-funded program.
   Gov. Nathan Deal has proposed basing the amount 
of funds a student receives through HOPE to the 
amount of revenue received from the Georgia 
Lottery. Right now that amount correlates to the 
college or university’s tuition. The governor’s plan 
would reduce the HOPE scholarship award to 90 
percent of its current amount and increase required 
GPA.
   The governor’s proposal is making its way through 
the House subcommittees and could be on the 
agenda for a full House discussion next week.
   Depending on what happens with this bill, students 
who receive HOPE will have to find other ways to 
make up for what HOPE would not cover.
   Stay tuned to see what happens with this proposal. 
Remember, it’s up to you to let your elected officials 
know how you feel about the future of HOPE.
 
 
 

 

 
Debra M. Capers
 

Business Lecture Series continues with IT expert
 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   The Albany State University College of Business will host the second installment of its 2011 Business 
Lecture Series (BLS) on Feb. 28 with a presentation from an employee at the U.S. Marine Corps Logistics 
Command (MCLC).
   Debra M. Capers, a supervisory information technology (IT) specialist for the Marine Corps Logistics 
Command, will be the featured speaker in room 127 of Peace Hall at 11 a.m. Capers has more than 25 years 
of experience in the IT field.  She has a bachelor’s degree in business administration with an emphasis in 
management from ASU.
   Capers progressed through the ranks as a civilian with the Marine Corps, beginning her career as a 
systems analyst trainee. She is credited with heading a team of IT professionals in the achievement of the 
Marine Corps’ Logistics Command receiving Capability Maturity Model Integration (CMMI) Level 2. 
CMMI Level 2 is a highly recognized achievement in the information technology field by the Software 
Engineering Institute/Carnegie Mellon. Capers is also the founder and president of Clearly Speaking by 
Debra, LLC, a communications training company.
   The BLS will continue in March and April with four more business professionals. On March 14 Dr. 
Edward Bass, a medical doctor and Howard University graduate, will be the speaker. On March 28 James 
Linton, a weapon system support manager for the U.S. Marine Corps, will lecture. On April 11 Ronnie D. 
Richardson, an ASU alumnus and assistant director of player development for the Atlanta Braves, will be 
the featured lecturer. On April 25 Bernadette Johnson-Hairl, an accountant, author, business consultant, 
professional speaker and trainer, will be the series’ final speaker. 
   All lectures in the series will be held in room 127 of Peace Hall at 11 a.m.
   For more information, contact the ASU College of Business at (229) 430-2749.
 

 
Prospective students will get a taste of life at Albany State University during Campus Visitation 
Day on Saturday.
 

ASU to hold Campus Visitation Day on Saturday
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Students are reminded to pick up their 
Regents' Test Ticket. Students with 0-44 credit 
hours may pick up their tickets on March 2 and 
3. Students with more than 45 credit hours may 
pick up their tickets on March 3 and 4. Tickets 
may be picked up 8-11:30 a.m. or 1-4:30 p.m. in 
Simmons Hall, Rooms 103 and 105, on the 
above dates. Each student should bring his/her 
state-issued ID and know his/her Ram ID 
number. The Regents Test will be administered 
March 15, 16 and 18. The student's assigned 
test date will be printed on his/her ticket.
 
Albany State University is in the planning 
stages of starting a photography club. The 
club, open to all ASU students, staff and faculty 
members, will host a photo contest to kick off 
the organization’s beginning. The theme of the 
club is “Of Human Work,” and all photos 
submitted for the contest must be of students 
working. The contest will select the best photos 
and reward the best photo with a digital camera 
as the grand prize. Detailed information on the 
photography club and the contest will be 
forthcoming in future issues of Inside ASU. For 
more information, contact Reginald Christian at 
(229) 420-1023.
 
A Learning Communities Pre-Application 
Workshop will be held at 2 p.m. March 2 in the 
L. Orene Hall Building. At the workshop faculty 
members can learn more about learning 
communities and receive technical assistance 
to prepare applications for funding to implement 
a learning community during Fall Semester 
2011. For more information, contact Connie 
Leggett, Title III director, at (229) 430-1917 or 
connie.leggett@asurams.edu.
 
The Albany State University Graduate School 
will present the Graduate Student 
Recognition Award (plaque and $250) at the 
Honors Day Program on March 25, 2011. 
Currently enrolled graduate students in any 
major may apply. Evaluation will be based on a 
letter of interest; a letter of recommendation 
from graduate faculty, chair or dean; leadership 
development; and professional-related 
community service. Application packets are due 
by noon Monday, March 14, to Dr. Kimberly 
Fields, chair, Graduate Student Recognition 
Committee, College of Education, ACAD 244B. 
For more information, contact Fields at (229) 
430-6471.
 
The Albany State University Graduate School 
will present two Graduate Student 
Scholarship Awards (plaque and $500 each) 
at the Honors Day Program on March 25, 2011. 
Currently enrolled first- or second-semester 
graduate students who have completed fewer 
than 12 credit hours in a graduate program 
(ASU or transfer) in any major may apply. The 
successful candidate must also be enrolled in 
the Albany State University Graduate School 
during the Fall 2011 Semester. Applications are 
due by noon Monday, March 14, to Dr. Kimberly 
Fields, chair, Graduate Student Recognition 
Committee, College of Education, ACAD 244B. 
For more information, contact Fields at (229) 
430-6471.
 
ASU faculty, students of all majors, staff and 
members of the Albany community are asked to 
submit papers, multimedia presentations, 
readings, panels, etc. for the upcoming ASU 

 
By Cindy Gambill
Executive Editor
 
   More than 350 prospective students will arrive at Albany State University on Saturday for a Campus 
Visitation Day.
   Check-in begins at 8 a.m. in the ACAD Auditorium with the program starting at 9 a.m. During the 
program, prospective students will learn about housing, financial aid, financial operations and learning 
communities. Prospective students will also learn about student organizations and other programs at ASU. 
A campus tour will be included in the activities.
   The Campus Visitation Day program will culminate with prospective students meeting with the dean of 
the ASU college in which they plan to major.
   After the Campus Visitation Day ends, at 2 p.m. prospective students can participate in workshops that 
focus on specific topics.

●     In the “Paying Fees Online” workshop, prospective students will learn how to use ASU’s online 
payment service. 

●     Prospective students will learn how to complete and submit a housing application in the “Housing 
Applications and Regulations” workshop. Prospective students can pay the $50 housing deposit 
and the $200 room deposit fee. 

●     In the “How to File Your FAFSA,” prospective students will be guided through the process to 
complete and file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). For this workshop, a 
prospective student will need his/her Social Security card and the Social Security card of his/her 
parent; his/her driver’s license; his/her 2010 W-2 forms or other records of money earned; a copy 
of his/her 2010 tax return (1040EZ, 1040A or 1040. 

●     The “Out-of-State Student” workshop will cover topics specific to students from other states to 
ease the transition to ASU student. 

   The next Campus Visitation Day will be held on March 26. For more information, contact the Office of 
Enrollment Services at (229) 430-4646 or visit www.asurams.edu.
 
 

 
ASU professor receives 

prestigious teaching honor
 
   Dr. James L. Hill, professor of English and chair of the Department of English, Modern Languages and 
Mass Communication at Albany State University, was recently awarded the Georgia Council of Teachers of 
English (GCTE) Tenth Annual Bolton Newland Lunceford/Louise Newland Capen Lifetime Achievement 
Award at its annual conference held at Callaway Gardens Feb. 10-12.
   The Bolton Newland Lunceford/Louise Newland Capen Award is the highest honor of the Georgia 
Council of Teachers of English and recognizes Hill’s contributions to both the Georgia Council of Teachers 
of English and the National Council of Teachers of English.  Among the many contributions GCTE cited 
were: Hill’s dedicated service and leadership as a high school and university English teacher; his service as 
a university department chair and dean; his leadership as GCTE’s diversity director; his leadership and 
service as chair of the Conference on College Composition and Communication and College Section of 
NCTE; his scholarly publications his discipline; and his support, leadership and dedication to students and 
teachers in Georgia.
    The Bolton Newland/Louise Newland Capen Lifetime Achievement Award is named in honor of two 
former outstanding members of the Georgia Council of Teachers of English.  Dr. Hill is the tenth recipient 
and the first African American to receive the award.  In his remarks after receiving the award, Hill said, “I 
am honored to receive this prestigious award named for two distinguished members of GCTE, and I accept 
it on behalf of my students and colleagues across the state of Georgia.
   In the Georgia Council of Teachers of English, Hill serves on the Executive Board of Directors and is 
director 1, responsible for diversity in the Council.  In his role as director 1 during the past year, Hill 
prepared and submitted GCTE’s application for the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE) 2010 
Affiliate Multicultural Award, and GCTE received the award, its second consecutive recognition, at the 
NCTE Convention in Orlando, Fla., in November 2010. Additionally, during the 2011 Annual Conference, 
Hill presented the GCTE Future English Teachers of Color Award to two Georgia college students, 
Timothy Hardwick from Albany State University and Rennetta Watson from Clayton State University. As a 
part of their awards, the two students received a $250 cash prize and were required to make formal 
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Women’s Symposium, which will be held from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Thursday, March 31, in the L. 
Orene Hall Building. This year’s theme is “I’m 
Every Woman.” All works must focus on 
women. Those interested should submit a typed 
250-word abstract (in MS Word) of a maximum 
15-minute presentation. Submissions should be 
sent electronically or by hard copy to Dr. 
Devona Mallory, Holley Hall 122, 
dmallory@asurams.edu by Friday, March 4. For 
more information, contact Mallory at (229) 430-
4839. 
 
The Albany State University Gender Studies 
Committee and the Darton College Theatre 
Department will present a production of “The 
Vagina Monologues” to benefit Liberty House 
of Albany Inc., a domestic violence shelter. 
Performances will be held at 8 a.m. March 25 
and 26 at Darton College, and at 3 p.m. March 
27 at ASU. General admission is $10. 
Admission for students (with a student ID) is $7. 
For more information, contact Devona Mallory 
at ASU at (229) 430-4839, Deb Liss-Green at 
Darton College at (229) 317-6875 or Silke 
Deeley at Liberty house at (229) 439-7094.
 
The American Society of Public 
Administrations for the South Georgia 
Region, (ASPA-SWGA) Chapter #130 will hold 
a meet-and-greet for community leaders, civic 
organizations and administrators from 10 a.m. 
to noon Saturday, March 26, at the Arthur K. 
Williams Microbusiness Enterprise Center, 230 
South Jackson St., Albany, GA. For more 
information, call  Alfreda Williams, Chapter 
President, at (229) 430-1817 or (229) 376-0499; 
or Vanessa McRae, Interim Chapter Secretary,  
at (229) 420.1093 or (229) 296-8012.
 
The ASU Early Learning Center offers piano 
and voice lessons for all ages on afternoons 
and weekends. The cost is $40 per lesson. For 
more information contact ASU Early Learning 
Center at (229) 430-2792.
 
 
 
 

 
Gloria Mayfield Banks

 
FSYE lecture to feature Mary Kay 

executive
 
   The next installment of Albany State University’s 
First and Second Year Experience Program Lecture 
Series will feature Gloria Mayfield Banks, elite 

presentations at one of the conference sessions.
   Timothy Hardwick presented on the topic “Where Are You?  The Impact of the Shortage of the Black 
Male Language Arts Teacher.” Rennetta Watson presented on the topic “Diversifying Curricular through 
Adolescent Literature and Multicultural Pedagogy:  Ensuring Inclusiveness and Producing Future Readers.” 
   Created by Hill 10 years ago, the GCTE Conference Award for Future English Teachers of Color is 
designed specifically to recruit more teachers of color into the profession, encourage young teachers to 
become members of GCTE and provide students with their first meaningful pre-professional experiences.
 
 
 

ASU Department of English, Modern Languages and Mass 
Communication receives fourth consecutive grant

 
   The Albany State University Department of English, Modern Languages and Mass Communication was 
recently awarded a $54,110 grant to conduct a two-week summer seminar and follow-up activities with 20 
middle and secondary school teachers in Dougherty County. This award is the department’s fourth 
consecutive Improving Teacher Quality Higher Education Program grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education via the University of Georgia.  Dr. James L. Hill, professor of English and chair of the 
Department of English, Modern Languages and Mass Communication, is the project director. Dr. Marva O. 
Banks, professor of English, is the project co-director.
   Entitled “SOWEGA Summer Seminar on Southern Literature:  Enhancing Teachers’ Content Knowledge 
to Improve the Teaching of English Language Arts,” the summer seminar will be held June 6 -17 and is 
designed to provide opportunities for English and language arts, reading, and social science teachers to 
become more familiar with the major writers of Southern literature.  Additionally, teachers will explore best 
practices in teaching Southern literature and the technological resources available to support instruction. 
Further, they will participate in field trips to sites related to Southern literature.
   ASU’s teacher quality grant was one of 40 grants funded across the state of Georgia. Hill, author of the 
grant proposal, indicated that ASU is fortunate to receive its fourth consecutive Improving Teacher Quality 
Grant, especially during these dire economic times, and the project staff looks forward to working with 
Dougherty County teachers again this summer and fall.
 
 

 
ASU Police transport the apprehended shooter in an active shooter response drill held in the 
Reese Student Center Feb. 22.
 

Rapid response the key to successful 
active shooter drill

 
By Joseph West
Publications Specialist
 
   What happens if a shooter breaks loose on the Albany State University campus? The ASU Police 
Department knows exactly what to do. In an exercise conducted Feb. 22, the ASU Police Department joined 
with members of the Dougherty County Sheriff’s Department to train on containment of an active shooter.
   The exercise was aimed at preparing department personnel and local response agencies to handle an 
active shooter on the ASU campus in case of an incident similar to Virginia Tech or Columbine.
   The drill began with a call from an observer reporting the incident. In response to the call, a patrol officer 
was dispatched to the scene to verify that an active shooter incident was taking place.
   Once that situation was verified, the department sounded the emergency siren and alerted all campus 
personnel with voice commands via the campus-wide emergency notification system. Maj. Cadedria Hill, 
the first officer on the scene, became the incident commander and immediately set up an incident command 
post. Other ASU police set up a perimeter around the lower campus to restrict access to that area while the 
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executive national sales director with Mary Kay, a 
communications consultant and founding partner of 
Charisma Factor Inc.
   Banks is an internationally renowned motivational 
speaker and sales trainer. She is considered an expert 
in the fields of motivation, self-esteem and sales 
training. Banks has trained internationally in 
Mexico, Canada, China and Russia. She is known 
for her dynamic storytelling ability and her creative 
use of humor.
   After graduating from Howard University, Banks 
began her professional career in the computer 
industry as a sales representative for IBM in Boston, 
Mass. She went on to join Stratus Computers as a 
manufacturing marketing manager. After earning an 
MBA from Harvard Graduate School of Business, 
Banks joined the Harvard Business School as the 
assistant director for admissions, where she recruited 
and reviewed applications for prospective students.
   In 1988 Banks joined Mary Kay and started her 
own business. The following year she set the 
company record for the most sales as a qualifying 
sales director. By 2008 her business had grown to 
more than $24 million in retail sales with a sales 
team of more than 8,000 consultants and sales 
directors nationwide. Banks qualified for Mary Kay 
Pink Cadillac status for 19 years and has broken four 
company records. Out of the 1.8 million women in 
Mary Kay, she currently ranks as number seven in 
the U.S. and as the number one African-American 
sales director in the world.
   Banks’ accomplishments have been recognized in 
publications such as Black Enterprise, Glamour, 
Working Woman and Fortune. She has appeared on 
numerous radio and TV shows and has received 
many awards for her accomplishments. She is 
featured in a Harvard Business School case study 
“Gloria Hilliard Mayfield at Mary Kay Cosmetics,” 
which is included in graduate level textbooks and 
taught to many business students nationwide.
   Banks’ lecture will be held at 10 a.m. Thursday, 
March 3, in the ACAD Auditorium. The lecture is 
sponsored by Title III funds and hosted by the ASU 
Pre-Alumni Association.
   For more information, contact Sherrell Byrd, 
coordinator, First and Second Year Experience 
Program, at (229) 430-1871.
 
 

active shooter response team was dispatched to the crime scene.
   “We set up a perimeter so that innocent people would have an opportunity to leave the area,” ASU 
Assistant Police Chief John Fields said. “We then responded with a three-man shooter team to contain the 
perpetrator until the SWAT team could reach the scene. That usually will take about 45 minutes.”
   From start to finish the training exercise took 15 minutes. The ASU police and local agencies arrived at 
the location within three minutes of the siren sounding. After rapidly suiting up in bullet-proof flak vests, 
ballistic helmets, sweeping and clearing the two-story student center, Capt. Wayne Hundley and his three-
man active shooter response team neutralized and apprehended the suspect within a matter of minutes.
    “In a real-life active shooter incident, all operations would run through the incident command center,” 
Fields said. “The incident command post is the convening point for all agencies and media. All requests for 
information would be handled through the Incident Command Center. All of our personnel did a great job 
in this exercise. We’ve conducted these drills before; this time was better. We expect to continue 
improving.”
   Personnel from the Dougherty County Sheriff’s Department participated in the exercise. In an actual 
event, the Dougherty County EMS, the MCLB bomb squad, the Albany Police Department and other local 
law enforcement agencies would respond.
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