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Message from 
the President

When you stroll among the ancient oaks draped with Spanish moss and

branches reaching up and outward into the sky, you can imagine how this

landscape looked more than a century ago when Dr. Joseph Winthrop Holley

first stepped onto the sandy soil next to the Flint River. From those riverbanks grew the red brick buildings

that would become Albany State University.

Over the years Albany State University has withstood the test of  time and thrived even in times of

turmoil. Albany State survived three floods and the storm of  the Civil Rights Movement. Each time Albany

State emerged stronger and more vibrant than before. Albany State’s history is one of  endurance and

foresight.

The history of  Albany State University is as rich as the South Georgia soil. Its halls of  knowledge

produce students prepared to embrace the future and fulfill their roles with society.

Homecoming is a time to celebrate all that is Albany State and all that Albany State has done in creating

the leaders of  today, yesterday and tomorrow.

I’m incredibly proud to serve as the president of  such a great university.  Each faculty and staff  member

plays a role in the lives of  our students. When alumni return for Homecoming, we learn just how influential

these faculty and staff  members are in the lives of  our students.  No matter what the role, each one helps

shape a student into the person he or she is meant to become.

I hope you’ll join us for Homecoming this year. I’ll be there along with you cheering the Golden Rams

Football Team to another victory in the Albany State University Coliseum. Don’t let your celebration of

Albany State be limited to the football game. Join us for the other Homecoming Week festivities and get to

know our current students. Who knows? You could be just the inspiration a student needs to strive for

success and reach the highest star.

Sincerely,

Everette J. Freeman, President
Albany State University
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“From ASC to ASU: The Past, The Present, The Future!” The theme

for our 2010 Homecoming celebration embraces the Golden Arc of

History for our beloved ASU. This year we hope that you will enjoy what we believe will be one of

our biggest celebrations in recent years. The 2010 celebration will be one that will be remembered

for years to come as we plan to create several new traditions to celebrate and build our institution.

Within these pages, you will see information on special events planned for your enjoyment. Our

Third Annual Block Party has been expanded with national recording artists, and our deans will

hold their first Homecoming reception to allow you yet another opportunity to reconnect with your

classmates. One new attraction that I am most excited about is the Inaugural Class of  the $100,000

Club. We are looking for 200 alumni and friends to line the sidelines of  the football stadium, each

holding a contribution of  at least $500. This group will raise $100,000 for academic and athletic

scholarships at the stadium during the Homecoming game. 

Speaking of  the stadium, we will be putting a new name on our very own facility. For many years

we have longed for our own on campus stadium. That dream was realized in 2004 with the opening

of  the Albany Municipal Coliseum. On October 9, we will hold a special grand renaming ceremony

before the game, when we will officially introduce the Albany State University Coliseum, Home of

the Golden Rams. 

As you can see, this Homecoming will prove to be one for the history books. We look forward to

seeing you in a few days. Go Rams!

Sincerely, 

Clifford Porter, Jr. ’94

Vice President, Institutional Advancement

Message from the
Vice President
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By Cindy Blalock Gambill

Executive Editor

Homecoming is the time that we celebrate not just Albany State
University, but all of  the students who’ve come through its halls
and gone on to make their place in the world. For 107 years
Albany State University has stood as a pinnacle of  higher
education in Southwest Georgia.

From the great red brick halls of  ASU have risen doctors,
lawyers, educators, entrepreneurs, national leaders and history
makers. They all got their start at Albany State – the first step on a
path to finding their place in the world and touching the lives of
others.

During Homecoming Week 2010, we’ll celebrate these amazing
alumni as well as their fellow alumni, current students, faculty and
staff. All combine together to make Albany State a place where
students find their purpose and learn how to fulfill their dreams.

Current ASU students can stand on the shoulders of  alumni
and reach higher and farther than ever before. Their dreams are
not merely visions full of  hope; their dreams become plans for
what is to come and how each will accomplish that goal.

Homecoming is a time of  celebration for alumni to return to
their alma mater and realize the special place each holds in its
history. It’s also a time for students to celebrate ASU’s current
place in the world and its role in the education and preparation of
future generations.

Homecoming is a time to embrace what is yet to come. The
future for Albany State University is filled with promise – not just
for the current students, but for the university itself. Within the
next year, ASU will add to its campus a new student center, two
new residence halls and hundreds of  new students. 

We celebrate all the people and potential that combine to create
Albany State University, and we look forward for what is yet to
come.
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Edwina Robinson, one of Albany

State University’s oldest alumni,

enjoys showing her school spirit.
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By Joseph West

Publications Specialist

Edwina Robinson is one of  the oldest living alumni of
Albany State. At 93, she finds the time and energy to tend to
her garden, attend weekly worship services at Arcadia Baptist
Church and call to check on the sick and shut-ins of  her
church.

Robinson graduated from Albany State in 1961. Since that
time, she served as a teacher in Southwest Georgia, retiring
from the Dougherty County School System in 1991. 

“I enjoyed being able to give things to the children,” she
said. “When I started teaching and saw the great need children
had for the basics, such as food and clothing, I knew I had to
do something to help.”

Ruth Gaines, a retired government employee who has
known Robinson about 20 years, praises Robinson’s generous
spirit and authentic concern for others.  

“She is a remarkable woman,” Gaines said.  “She is a giver
and a lover of  people.” 

A native Albanian, Robinson was born in 1917 in a small
house on the corner of  Third Avenue and Washington Street.
She didn’t have a charmed life. She began school late because
she suffered temporary paralysis at age 6 from rheumatic fever.
When she was able to start school, she attended Tift
Elementary. 

She left school after the seventh grade because her father, a
fireman for the Central Georgia Railroad, had been blinded in
an industrial accident. 

“Those days there was no social security disability, so
someone else in the family had to find work to take care of  the
family,” she said.

She loved school. She remembers pleading with her mother
to “let me go to the high school just one day to see what it’s
like.” 

Her mother did let her go to high school for one day only. 

“High school was different then,” she said, suggesting that
it was more hands-on. “In science class, they were dissecting
frogs. In home economics, they were cooking and actually
doing the work.” 

After getting a taste of  high school, Robinson went to work
at the Flint River Cotton Mill sweeping the cotton up off  the
floor. She eventually left the Cotton Mill and headed to
Philadelphia to help her older sister care for her children.
There she became a nurse and worked for seven years at the
state hospital with special needs children.

“At the state hospital, I saw the need for special education
teachers,” she said. “When I returned to Albany, I worked as a
nurse at Phoebe Putney Hospital before enrolling at Albany
State in 1957.” 

Since Albany State didn’t offer a degree with instruction in
special education, she earned her bachelor’s degree in
elementary education and had to travel to Atlanta during the
summer to become a special education teacher. She earned her
certification and taught special education until she retired.

Retirement didn’t actually mean retirement for Robinson.
She continued to find children and adults that she could help.

“I used to love to cook,” she said. “Often I would cook so
much that I’d have food to give to the men at the mission on
Monroe Street.” 

Robinson, a life member of  the ASU National Alumni
Association, is a prominent supporter of  the ASU Foundation
and athletics programs. 

“I give money to the football team each year,” she said.
“This year I will send a check to help the football team on
their first road trip. I always support the annual sports banquet
and donate to the Foundation.”

Erma Harvey, Albany State ’52 and a long-time friend of
Robinson, expresses appreciation for the service her friend
gives to the community.

“She is a very inspirational lady,” Harvey said. “She is the
mother of  the church and just a wonderful Christian.”

Enjoying the good life
through helping others

Edwina Robinson
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By Joseph West

Publications Specialist

When Deacon Edgar Martin, the oldest male member of
Mount Pilgrim Baptist Church of  Albany, Ga., began studying
to be a teacher at Albany State in 1943, he fully expected to
have a career in academia. But that wasn’t to be.

After being drafted and serving three years in the Navy from
1944 to 1947, Martin returned to Albany State, graduating cum
laude in 1950 as president of  the senior class. Before he

graduated, he was recommended for a job as an elementary
school principal in Newnan, Ga., by then Albany State
President Aaron Brown. 

“Thanks to Dr. Brown, I never knew what it was like to look
for a job,” he said. 

Martin got the job, but after spending three years as a
principal and teacher, he accepted a better paying position that
took him away from the school system and landed him in the
employment of  the U.S. Postal Service. 

“I often wanted to return to the classroom,” he said.

for a Higher Purpose
Teaching 

Edgar Martin graduated cum laude from Albany State

College in 1950 as the senior class president.
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“However, teaching could never match the post office’s
compensation package.”  

Undaunted, Martin quickly discovered a way he could have
his cake and eat it too. He saw how he could enjoy a successful
postal career while satisfying his passion for teaching. Teaching
in his church’s Sunday school became his ministry.

“Deacon Martin has been an excellent teacher for many
years,” said Devora Ealy, a long-time student in Martin’s adult
women’s Sunday school class. “My daughter used to be in his
class over 40 years ago. In 2006 she came back to town and
returned to his class because she likes his teaching so much.”

Susie Smith, another member of  Martin’s Sunday school
class, gives Martin’s teaching high praise.

“He is a most eloquent speaker,” she said. “He explains each
lesson verse-by-verse, and he almost always seems to know the
answers to our questions.”

Martin’s success in church didn’t hinder his success at work.
In 1968 he became the first African-American supervisor at the
Albany Post Office, where he remained employed until he
retired in 1982. After retirement, he continued to excel in his
church roles.

This year marks his 75th year as a member of  the church.
He has served as a deacon for 56 years, representing the church
at conferences, conventions and many other events. Over the
years, he has chaired about every committee in the church
including the deacon’s ministry for a number of  years. He
admits that he is slowing down a bit these days. He has recently
undergone chemotherapy, and earlier this year, he lost his
younger brother to cancer. Still, at 84, he continues to be a
leader in the church, and according to his students, his teaching
remains impeccable.

“I really enjoy his class,” said Lula Moore, one of  his Sunday
school students. “He makes the lessons easier to understand.
He is just a good teacher.”

Martin’s love for
his church is obvious
to his fellow church
members and many
others in the local
religious community,
but he is no slacker in
expressing his love for
his alma mater or his
country. He
frequently attends
events on the ASU
campus and remains
an active legionnaire. 

He is a big
supporter of  a
number of  ASU and
veteran’s programs. A
member of  Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity since

1949, he continues to support the local chapter and attend ASU
football games, convocations and other events.  He is also a life
member of  the American Legion Post 512 and is a past post
commander. He is a life member of  the ASU National Alumni
Association and is a past president of  the Albany and
Dougherty Alumni Chapters of  the ASU National Alumni
Association. 

When Martin attended Albany State, it was just changing
from Georgia Normal and Agricultural College.

“There were about 300 students enrolled,” he said. “In those
days, very few communities in South Georgia had high schools.
Georgia Normal was a high school and a two-year college, but
you had to pay to attend. I paid $45 for tuition in my first term
and $5 for books.” 

Since then the university has seen tremendous progress. He
said the institution that exists today “barely resembles Georgia
Normal.”

“There were only three non-academic buildings on campus
and three dormitories,” Martin said. “There was the President’s
House, Orene and Brown halls, and the dorms were Peace,
Gibson and Davis halls.” 

Martin said he looks forward to seeing ASU grow to a
student population of  10,000 and expanding its campus
throughout the entire Sand Dunes.

Upon hearing about the university’s plan to raise $100,000
during Homecoming 2010 activities by asking 200 alumni to
give $500 each, he immediately expressed an interest.

Smiling, he said, “I’d like to participate, though I may have to
take out a loan to do it.”

According to his friends, that is Martin. 
“He always supports education,” said Loretta Shelton, a

church member and friend. “He is generous and does whatever
he can to advance learning for a greater good.”

In 1968 Edgar Martin (top row, fifth from the left) became the

first African-American supervisor at the Albany Post Office.

Martin is pictured with other postal super visors during a 1972

training session in Oklahoma.

Edgar Martin continues to be an

ardent supporter of Albany State.
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Alumna Maria Melvin Wright’s

experience as a cross country

runner helps her relate to her

middle school Spanish students.
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By Joseph West

Publications Specialist

Maria Melvin arrived at Albany State University in 2003
as a transfer student from Southwestern College in Chula
Vista, Ca. Having participated on the State of  California’s
fifth-place cross county team, she was recruited by Coach
Ken Taylor to run cross country at ASU.

In December of  2005, she graduated with a bachelor’s de-
gree in Spanish from ASU. Today, Melvin, now Maria Melvin
Wright, teaches Spanish at Dougherty International Educa-
tion Middle School (DIEMS).

“Wright has been a true asset in her four years here,” said
Thelma Chunn, principal at DIEMS. “She does a superb job
of  teaching the students.” 

Wright credits her success to having the right career and
capitalizing on her experiences in athletics.

“I love what I’m doing,” she said. “I love teaching. When
I’m in class, I often use examples from sports to relate to
my students. Athletics is what I know, and the students learn
better when I share my experiences in sports to make my
points.”

Wright has a good working relationship with the school’s
Principal. 

“Mrs. Chunn is wonderful,” she said. “She helps me out a
lot. Whenever I need something, she finds a way to help me
get it, so that I can make my classroom better.”

Chunn said she appreciates Wright’s work and the impact
she has had on the students throughout the school.

“She has taught Spanish to all grade levels since she
started teaching here,” Chunn said. “She is very energetic.
She made the transition in her first year without a problem.”

Wright said her experiences at ASU left her with more
than just a good education. At ASU, she met her husband,

Bobby Wright, Jr., a former Golden Rams basketball player.
She speaks highly of  the ASU Modern Languages Depart-
ment and Dr. Arnold Odio. 

“He (Dr. Odio) was a real tough instructor,” she said.
“But he put everything in perspective.”

She also said Coach Taylor, helped her out immensely.
“Coach Taylor helped me get adjusted and comfortable at

ASU after I came here,” she said.
Wright and her husband have two children, Aundray, 4,

and Yaliza, 3. She says since her daughter’s birth, she has
given most of  her non-working hours to raising the chil-
dren. 

“I haven’t been running as much as I used to,” she said.
“I try to run between three and five days a week. I am plan-
ning to make a comeback next year and run in a 5K race.”

In the summer she works with the ASU Upward Bound
Program. The Program Director Leslie Charles has nothing
but praise for Wright’s work.

“She does a wonderful job with our students,” Charles
said. “She engages them with creative activities and role play
exercises to get them to enjoy learning. She does an excellent
job.”

Wright is also employed part-time at Cracker Barrel
restaurant, a job she began in college. 

“My job at the restaurant now requires me to train new
Hispanic employees and help them complete the required
paperwork and get adjusted,” she said. “It’s a lot of  fun.”

Graduate uses
sports experience
to help students learn

Spanish
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Albert Smith is one of Albany State

University’s most colorful and most

devoted alumni.
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By Joseph West

Publications Specialist

Albert Smith knows people. He knows politicians. For
example, since the Ford administration, he has met every U.S.
President in person. He has met legendary celebrities. He is
quick to rattle off  the names of  Lucille Ball, James Brown, Bob
Hope, Ella Fitzgerald and John Wayne. He has served superstar
athletes. He remembers meeting Roberto Clemente, Julius
Erving and Jackie Robinson.

Smith, a 1971 graduate of  Albany State, has been blessed
with opportunities few people even imagine. As a 41-year
employee with the Marriott
Corporation, he has hosted and
served some of  the most remarkable
Americans of  the past half  century. In
doing so, Smith has blossomed into
someone remarkable himself.

In 1990, he received the J.W.
Marriott Award for Excellence.  In
1999, he was enshrined in the Albany
State University Hall of  Fame. He is a
life member of  the ASU National
Alumni Association and a life member
of  the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.

Those are just a few of  Smith’s
achievements, but there are things
about him that the awards just don’t
show.

Dorothy Carver, a school mate of  Smith at ASU, describes
Smith as colorful, enthusiastic and unique.

“Smitty is a trip,” she said. “He always comes back to
Homecoming wearing a cape and a tam. No one else does that.
When he was in school, all I knew him by was the name ‘Half-
head.’ That’s what everyone called him. He loved Albany State
and his fraternity.”

Another school mate, Mary Sibley Smith, agrees with
Carver.

“Half-head was the life of  Albany State when he was in
school,” she said. “He was in the band, and he participated in
all of  the Omegas’ programs and performed in the step shows.

Where there was a party, there was Half-head.” 
As colorful and fun-loving as Smith may be, he is

responsible and caring as well. He speaks convincingly about
how he enjoys serving special needs customers.

“The group I enjoy serving most is the Federation of  the
Blind,” he said. “These people are amazing. I learned a lot
about how they count money and how they have a keener sense
of  feeling and touch in their hands. I was amazed that they
knew who I was by the sound of  my voice.”

Smith said he got the nickname Half-head in high school
because he was half  of  a dynamic duo of  musicians in
Atlanta’s Washington High School. 

“They gave Ollie Mitchell, who later
became a musician for the Godfather of
Soul James Brown, and me the names
Half-head because we were always
together. Whenever we were apart, they
called us Half-head, and the name
stuck.”

Strange nickname and all, Smith has
often represented Marriott Corporation
in many of  its high-profile events.
During the Inauguration of  President
Barack Obama, he was responsible for
taking special care of  Muhammad Ali.
His duties required him to accompany
Ali at several of  the inaugural events,
including balls and parties.

Smith, a native Atlantan, born in Grady Hospital, began
working for the Marriott on weekends while he was attending
Albany State. 

“My friends would ask me why I didn’t stay around on the
weekends and party with them,” he said. “I would tell them,
‘Hell with that! I’m making money!’” 

His first assignment for Marriott was to take food to
Ebenezer Baptist Church after Dr. King was assassinated.

“That was a terrible day,” he said. “We just wanted to do
something to make it better.”

He holds many memories of  Albany State dear to him. He
said he enjoyed participating in step performances for the kids
at Hazard Elementary School on campus. 

The remarkable life of
Albert Smith

It’s not only what you know, but who you know.

‘Smitty is a trip. He always comes

back to Homecoming wearing a cape

and a tam. No one else does that.

When he was in school, all I knew him

by was the name ‘Half-head.’ That’s

what everyone called him. He would go

home every weekend to work at the

Marriott. He loved Albany State and

his fraternity.’

— Dorothy Carver
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Among his favorite teachers at Albany State were Dr. Billy
C. Black, Ms. Doris Coleman and Dr. T. Marshall Jones, his
advisor.

“I could not have made it without my advisor, Dr. Jones,” he
said. “Dean C. W. Grant was one of  my favorites as well.”

Each year Smith attends Albany State’s Homecoming and
the Fountain City Classic.

Smith majored in music and had a minor in education at
Albany State. 

“I went into education, but Marriott gave me a better
opportunity, with a much better compensation package,” he
said. 

Over the years he has become a great collector of  valuable
memorabilia.

“I have a room in the hotel that is filled with autographed
souvenirs,” he said. 

He expresses great pride in owning a giant photo of  the
Jones brothers, Albany State’s legendary first family of
basketball. 

Smith has been married for 13 years to his wife, Beverly. He
said his work at the hotel and for Albany State kept him too
busy to marry sooner. 

“There was no way I had time to get married earlier in my
career,” he said. “Between fulfilling requests from the ASU
Office of  Alumni Affairs, the Omega Psi Phi Fraternity and
the Marriott, there was very little time for marriage and family.” 

Dorothy Carver said, “Half  loved three things that I knew
about: He loved Albany State, the Marriott and Omega Psi Phi.
When he officially became an Omega, he bought a new car and
painted it purple, the Omegas’ color.” 

Next July he will participate in the Omega Psi Phi
Fraternity’s 100th anniversary celebration convention. He has
already been chosen to serve on the planning committee.

“He is a genuinely humble person,” said Dr. Ronnie W.
Arrington, a fellow Omega Psi Phi Fraternity member. “Smitty
has been in the presence of  kings and presidents, but his feet
are still planted firmly on the ground. He is still a regular
person.”

Albert Smith can be found cheering on the Golden Rams

during football games.
Albert Smith serves as the grand marshal of the Albany

State Homecoming Parade in 2007.
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By Joseph West

Publications Specialist

Erasmus Dent came to Georgia Normal & Agricultural
College in 1936 as a student at Hazard Elementary School. He
left in 1941 when Dr. J.W. Holley was the president. Drafted into
the Army in 1941, he served until 1943. When he resumed his
education, the institution had changed to Albany State College
under the leadership of  Dr. Aaron Brown. 

Now at age 88, Dent is one of  the oldest ASU alumni and
one of  the most successful. Dent is a former principal of  River
Road/Martin Luther King Elementary School. He served in that
position for 30 years, retiring in 1988. Prior to that he served as
principal at Bethel High School in Miller County, Holt
Elementary School in Irving County, and as a principal in
Brooks County.

Since that time he has remained active in his church, Cutliff
Grove Missionary Baptist Church, and works part-time at Dent
and Sons Real Estate Agency in Albany, a company founded by
his father. 

He has been married for 61 years to Carey Raybon Dent. He
credits his longevity to “having a good upbringing and the
Lord’s blessings.” 

While Dent attended ASU, he played offensive guard on the
Golden Rams Football Team, participated in the band, served as
business manager of  the Student Voice newspaper and became
a member of  Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity. Dent proudly claims
to be one of  the charter members of  the Delta Delta Chapter
of  the fraternity.

Some of  the teachers he remembers that inspired him most
were Mr. E. J. Granberry, Dr. William Thomas and Mr. Homer
Thomas.

A dedicated member of  Cutliff  Grove Church, he serves as
chairman of  the Board of  Trustees. He is a life member of  the
ASU National Alumni Association and served as the
association’s second president. He is a life member of  the
American Legion Post 512, the NAACP, the National Education
Association, the Georgia Association of  Educators and their
local affiliates.

The Dents have two adult daughters and two granddaughters.

Erasmus Dent graduated from Albany State College in 1948 and went on to have a long career as an educator, which

included serving as principal at four different schools.

education
ASU alumnus blessed with a long                

career in 
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At 97, Clano Stephens (class of

1931) is still making his mark in

Waycross, Ga.
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By Joseph West

Publications Specialist

Waycross, Ga., resident Clano Stephens, a 97-year-old who
looks 77, is a rarity in today’s culture. He is a black man who
graduated from college, has never had children and has outlived
his wife. Less than three years from turning 100, he still takes
care of  himself, manages his household, runs a business, drives a
car and has a full head of  hair. 

Stephens, a native of  Terrell County, Ga., credits his health,
vitality and longevity to moderation. 

“I eat everything,” he said, with a chuckle. “I don’t have any
special diet, but I am careful not to overeat. I’ve never been
much of  a drinker, though I would occasionally have a social
drink. I just try to live in a sensible way.”

In 1925 at the age of  13, he left his home on Oak Street in
Dawson to seek a high school education. He boarded a Seaboard
Coastline train headed for Albany, Ga. 

“I remember that train ride well,” he said. “The train would go
from Columbus to Albany. It took an hour and a half  to get
from Dawson to Albany because it stopped at every train
crossing where someone wanted to get on or off.”

When Stephens arrived in Albany, he entered Georgia Normal
& Agricultural College, which was under the leadership of
Albany State University’s Founding President Dr. Joseph
Winthrop Holley. In 1931, Stephens left Albany with a high
school diploma and a two-year degree in education. 

“I enjoyed Albany State or Georgia Normal & Agricultural
College at that time,” he said. “I played in the band and
participated in the dramatic club. I admired Dr. Holley. He was
very nice to me; he was my president.”

Stephens has no trouble remembering some of  his favorite
teachers at Albany State.

“Mr. Buford taught agriculture,” he said. “Mr. Willis was the
shop teacher, and Dr. Coleman taught math. There were also
sports teams, but I didn’t play.”

Stephens also recalled having to work long and hard to be able
to complete his education.

“I used to pay $12 per month for board,” he said. “I worked
12 hours a night during the summers at the oil mill in Dawson
for 10 cents an hour to make the money to pay for school.”

When school was in session, he made a few extra dollars firing
up the boiler in Peace Hall, which was the men’s dormitory at
that time. 

Stephens graduated from Georgia Normal in 1931 and
accepted a teaching job in Bronwood, Ga., making $25 per
month. He moved from there to accept a position in Edison,
Ga., for $45 per month and went on from there to become a
school principal in Morgan, Ga., where he served for eight years.

In 1936 he married Clara Blakely. A few years later the couple
moved to Waycross, Ga., Blakely’s hometown. Stephens has lived
there since that time. His wife, also a Georgia Normal graduate,
continued her education at South Carolina State. They remained
married for 59 years until her death.

In 1943 Stephens joined the Army and served until 1945.
After leaving the Army, he became an active entrepreneur,
engaging in several different enterprises. In 1956 he opened
Steve’s Motel. 

“Steve’s was the only motel blacks had when traveling through
Waycross in those days,” he said. 

Today, Steve’s Motel, located at 1183 State Street in Waycross,
is still open for business. In addition to the motel, Stephens has
owned a restaurant, an automated car wash and a night club. In
each particular instance, he added to his reputation for having
sound business acumen.

“I got into night club ownership because I was the only one
around who could get a liquor license,” he said.

He also worked a number of  years for the Atlanta Life
Insurance Company. He retired in 1977 at age 65, but continues
to own and operate Steve’s Motel and demonstrate his talent for
business.

He is increasingly considering what the future holds for his
property.

“People are always trying to buy me out,” he said. “I’m hoping
that one of  my nephews will soon take an interest in doing
something with the motel and other properties.”

Not one to rest on his laurels, Stephens continues to use his
business sense to be a positive force in the community. Only
recently did he leave his position as a board member of  the
Satilla Regional Medical Center, where he served for nearly 30
years. A long-time member and finance officer for the AMVETS,
Stephens continues to serve in that role today. 

At 97, ASU graduate 
still impacts his community
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Ferrell and Jo Ann Moultrie are part of a

family tradition that dates back to 1946

and includes more than 30 family

members who chose Albany State.
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Carrying on the
By Cindy Blalock Gambill

Executive Editor

When Jo Ann Williams Moultrie was ready to go to college, her father
decided that she needed to head south and continue a family tradition of
attending Albany State.

“Very close and highly influential family members told me that I could attend
any school I wanted to, but their checks for my education would be sent to
Albany State College,” Jo Ann said.

For Jo Ann the journey was truly an adventure. After growing up in New
York, she found that moving to Albany was a bit of  a culture shock, but she was
committed to the family tradition. 

In 1971, Jo Ann graduated from Albany State with a bachelor’s degree in
business education. She went on to work at Proctor & Gamble where her final
position was the Site Administrator for Payroll/Security. She retired three years
ago.

Jo Ann is married to Ferrell Tyrone “Ty” Moultrie, whose family also has a
long-standing tradition of  commitment to Albany State.

Ferrell began matriculation at Albany State in 1969 after serving in the
military. In 1973 Ferrell graduated from Albany State with a bachelor’s degree in
elementary education and began his career as an educator. Ferrell is currently a
seventh-grade math teacher at Southside Middle School in Albany.

Together they have close to three dozen family members who’ve earned
degrees from Albany State.

For Jo Ann, the Albany State tradition started with her paternal grandmother,
Rubye Elizabeth Shepard Williams, who graduated in the class of  1946. For
Ferrell, the tradition began with his paternal cousin, Carolyn C. Moultrie
Knighton, who graduated in the class of  1958.

Another connection to Albany State also encouraged Ferrell. His grandfather,
the Rev. Robert Sanford Moultrie Sr., worked in Plant Operations at Albany
State under the administrations of  Presidents Dennis and Jenkins. Ferrell
remembers riding to campus with his grandfather.  

“Albany State was just strong-rooted in my family,” he said. “It was really
more like a family there.”

Jo Ann’s uncle, Ben C. Hampton, also worked on campus, serving as the
director of  alumni affairs.

Members of  the Williams and Moultrie families are still active in alumni
activities at Albany State, including life membership in the National Alumni
Association, membership in the Albany Alumni Chapter, membership in the
Quarterback Club and contributors to the ASU Foundation Scholarship Fund.
Williams-Moultrie family members are also involved in the Greek organizations
Kappa Alpha Psi, Alpha Kappa Alpha, Alpha Phi Alpha, Delta Sigma Theta,
Sigma Gamma Rho and Zeta Phi Beta.

Both of  Jo Ann and Ferrell’s sons, Gregory and William, attended Albany
State. They hope their grandson Gavin, 15 months, will one day be a Golden
Ram. 

Williams family Albany State graduates
with bachelor’s degrees since 1946:  

Ben C. Hampton

Tamara Hampton Nelson

Ella Belle Webb Shepard

Rubye Elizabeth Shepard Williams

Williams family Albany State graduate
with a master’s degree since 1975:

Rubye Williams Hampton

Moultrie family Albany State graduates
with bachelor’s degrees since 1958:

Imelda Moultrie Allen

Kyle D. Dawson

Alfred E. Dixon Sr.

Staci Moultrie Dixon

Sharon Moultrie Edwards

Audrey C. Gay

Linda Moultrie Gay

Shakema Jefferson

Carolyn C. Moultrie Knighton

Erin D. Knighton

Robin Knighton Melton

Alice T. Moultrie 

Alton J. Moultrie

Charles G. Moultrie

Ferrell T. Moultrie

Gregory O. Moultrie 

Jason L. Moultrie

Jo Ann Williams Moultrie

Velma Thomas Moultrie

William R. Moultrie

Bennie W. Odom Jr.

Patia Odom

Mary Moultrie Reid

Deborah Moultrie Toson

Lillian Moultrie Tolbert

Doretha Moultrie

Moultrie family members who earned
master’s degree at Albany State

since 1975:  
Alice T. Moultrie

Gregory O. Moultrie

William R. Moultrie

family tradition
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Annette Jones White was

crowned Miss Albany State

College 1961-62, but lost the

crown because of her

participation in civil rights

demonstrations.
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By Cindy Blalock Gambill

Executive Editor

Annette Jones White remembers the night of  coronation when
she accepted the crown of  Miss Albany State College 1961-62. It
was Nov. 2, 1961, in Sanford Hall on the Albany State campus. 

Her fellow students elected her to the position the previous
spring. With the coronation, she would officially assume the title
and the legacy.

Dr. William H. Dennis, Albany State College president, spoke
highly of  White during his introduction of  her, but his actions told
a different story.

Dennis didn’t gently place the crown atop her head. Instead, he
let the crown drop onto her head and promptly walked off  the
stage leaving White to accept the crown gracefully, but she knew
exactly how the president felt about her.

She may have been one of  Dennis’ Albany State students, but in
his eyes, White was also a troublemaker.

Above the television in the family room of  her home hangs a
picture taken that night almost 50 years ago. She’s wearing a formal
gown and the crown. In that picture, White is Miss Albany State
College 1961-62.

She keeps it there to remind her of  what it meant to wear that
crown, how she lost that crown and what it means to stand up for
equality.

White lived with her siblings, parents and maternal grandparents
in a house on Corn Avenue in Albany. White’s father, despite being
a trained carpenter, had difficulty finding work because of  his race. 

In 1958 White graduated from Monroe High School. It wasn’t
until graduation that she realized how difficult it would be to pay
for college.  

“I had a revelation on graduation night when all my friends
were recognized and stood up because their parents took out
insurance for them to go to college,” White said.

White’s parents could not afford insurance to pay for college,
but she knew for certain that she wanted a college education. She
was offered partial scholarships to Bennett, Paine and Spelman, but
her father didn’t have the money to pay for the remainder of  the
fees.

While in high school, White was one of  the first five African-
American students to participate in a work study program
established through the efforts of  Benjamin “B.B.” White. The
program allowed her to leave school early and work as a secretary

in an elementary school. After White worked for a brief  stint as a
maid in a dress shop after graduation, Maggie King recommended
that she work as a secretary for King’s son, C.B. King, a lawyer in
Albany.

King recognized White’s abilities and encouraged her go to
Albany State College. Even though the $56 per quarter tuition was
out of  her family’s reach, her father was able to scrape together the
money to pay it by building cabinets, hanging doors and laying
floors.

In the fall of  1958, White entered Albany State College as a
freshman English major with minors in French, speech and
education. Even though she lived a little more than a mile away, it
was the first time White had set foot on campus.

“When I got there, I wanted to be in everything a female could
be in, and I succeeded,” she said. 

White busied herself  with studying, with getting elected to
various offices and with joining campus organizations. She served
as president of  the Women’s League, on the College Disciplinary
Board, as president of  Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority and as the first
female sports editor of  the student newspaper.

“I wanted to be a person in whom the students would have
confidence,” she said.  “I wanted them to see I was the type of
person who was concerned for their interests and would promote
their interests. I felt I had to become a student leader in order to do
that.”

White recalls the racial turmoil that was felt on the Albany State
campus. Hazard Drive, a main public thoroughfare, ran through
the middle of  campus. Young white men would speed through
campus and throw items at students walking along the street. A
cross was burned in front of  Gibson Hall. Young white men
would also wander in through the unlocked outer doors of  the
women’s dormitories causing campus police officers to arrive on
the scene and ask the men to leave.

Albany State student leaders, including White, were angered by
the racial climate on campus and in the community. They
presented to then-President William Dennis a list of  issues that
concerned them, such as roaches in the dining hall food, the lack
of  locks on the outer doors of  dormitories and the very long wait
time in the lunch line.

There were more incidents of  violence against Albany State
students. One young woman was hit by a car driven by a white
man on campus. White almost fell victim herself  when a white
man tried to drag her off  the Oglethorpe Boulevard Bridge as she

Lost crown,
enduring legacy
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walked to choir practice. When she cried out to a nearby police
officer for help, he told her he was busy as he gave a ticket to a
lady in a car. Then he drove away.

These incidents – along with the radio remarks about the
students who desegregated the University of  Georgia – angered
the Albany State SGA leaders. They wrote a letter to WALB radio
calling for the radio station to stop the diatribe against
desegregation. The letter appeared in a Sunday issue of  the
Albany Herald.

Albany State President Dennis received calls about the letter.
The following Monday, he disbanded the SGA. Irene Asbury,
dean of  students, resigned in protest.

In October of  1961, the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee came to Albany. With SNCC, White learned about sit-
ins, freedom songs and other non-violent methods of  protest.
She also participated in SNCC voter registration drives.

Albany State administrators warned White that mingling with
the SNCC members could result in her death, or the death of

other students and that she should not associate SNCC members.
They also told White that her coronation as Miss Albany State
College might not take place if  she continued to associate with
SNCC.

Despite the threats, the coronation went on as planned, but
with Dennis “dropping” the crown onto White’s head.

“I read a speech that meant something to me when I wrote it,
but after that it didn’t mean anything anymore,” White said. “He
had been angry with me a long time. I had become a thorn in his
side.”

On Nov. 1, 1961, the ICC (Interstate Commerce Commission)
ruling against segregation on interstate transportation facilities
went into effect.

On November 17, 1961, the Albany Movement officially
formed. Although he was absent from the first meeting, the
people who joined to create the Albany Movement asked Dr.
William G. Anderson to serve as its president.

On Nov. 22, 1961, three NAACP Youth Council members
were arrested when they tried to use the white waiting room in
the Albany bus terminal.

Because Albany State students were leaving for Thanksgiving
break, Albany State’s Dean of  Students Charles Minor went to
the bus station along with them and told the students to use the
“colored” side.

“For him to be down there doing that made us feel really
ashamed of  him,” White said.

Later that day, Bertha Gober and Blanton Hall, both Albany
State students, tried to buy tickets from the whites-only counter at
the Albany bus terminal. The two were arrested and put in jail.

Gober and Hall were scheduled to go to trial on a Monday. On
the Sunday night before, White, Bernice Johnson Reagon, Janie
Rambeau, Margaret Worthy, Melvin Webb, Stanley Jones and
others went through the halls at Albany State encouraging
students to unite in a protest in support of  Gober and Hall. It
was decided that they would meet them under the flagpole the
next morning for a march to the courtroom. It would be the only
student-led civil rights demonstration to originate on the Albany
State campus.

At the appointed time, White and Reagon arrived at the
flagpole and were disappointed to find only a few students there.
They began walking up Hazard Drive with Reagon ahead of
White. When White looked back over her shoulder, she saw a
long line of  students following them and joining the march.

“Students were four and five abreast as far as I could see,”
White said. “We just turned and started stepping and strutting to
city hall.”

To ensure the students’ safety, the march was monitored by
members of  SNCC. At city hall, the Albany State students found
other protestors already there. They marched around city hall
several times singing freedom songs. 

After the march, the protestors went to Union Baptist Church
and held a meeting. Then the students marched on campus
through the buildings encouraging other students to join the
effort.

After Gober and Hall were released, they and the first three
arrested at the bus station spoke at the first mass meeting of  the

Now 71, Annette Jones White lives in East Point, Ga. She is

currently writing about her life and her experiences in the

Albany Movement.

Aspire Fall Homecoming ed 2010_Layout 1  5/6/2013  3:26 PM  Page 24



Albany Movement held at Mount Zion Baptist Church.
“What was happening on campus spilled out into Albany,”

White said. “The students at Albany State really were the bulk of
that first march.”

During the second mass demonstration, at the corner of
Jackson and Pine, Chief  Laurie Pritchett arrested the protestors,
including White. The marchers were herded into an alley next to
city hall where they waited to be booked.

“I wanted to go to jail to give my support,” she said.
White was herded into a cell with 23 other women where she

spent the night. As darkness drew closer, a reporter from the
Albany Herald arrived at the jail. Someone from the group yelled
to the reporter that Miss Albany State was in the cell. The
information appeared in the reporter’s article.

The next morning White and 39 women were driven on a city
bus to Newton, Ga., without their families or Albany Movement
officials knowing.

White and the other students were released from jail. In January
she received a letter from Albany State stating that she had been
suspended from college.

A group of  parents, including White’ mother, and Arthur
Searles, Sr., a local newspaper journalist, tried to get the suspended
students back into school. They went to see Dr. Dennis, but he
refused to see them. Parents calling the University System of
Georgia Board of  Regents were told the Regents knew nothing
about the situation, but that they supported the president’s
decision.

Following the community’s protest against the suspensions,
attorney C.B. King petitioned Albany State to hold a hearing for
the students, which followed in January 1962.

At the end of  the hearing, President Dennis read White the
same letter she previously received stating that she had been
suspended. White was told by someone in the registrar’s office that
she would not be allowed to return.  She was also asked to repay
her scholarship as Miss Albany State.

Soon after the suspension, Spelman College in Atlanta offered
White a scholarship. As a Spelman student, White returned home
to Albany during the summers. There she continued her work with
the Albany Movement until 1963, mostly helping with voter
registration and canvassing. She also worked in her grandmother’s
daycare center.

At Spelman, White began working with the Atlanta Movement.
She was part of  the march on Grady Hospital. She met Howard
Zinn, a Spelman College professor, SNCC advisor and social
activist.

In 1964 White graduated from Spelman with a bachelor’s
degree in English and a minor in drama. She returned home to
Albany, where she became reacquainted with Frank White. The
two had been best friends for a decade. While she was involved
with the Albany Movement, he had served in the Air Force. Their
friendship took a romantic turn, and the two were married on Nov.
13, 1964.

White traveled with her husband to Morgan State College in
Baltimore, Md., where he attended graduate school. Their first
child was born there. Shortly after her husband earned his master’s
degree in math, White heard that Albany State was looking for a

math faculty member. Her husband applied and was hired. The
couple and their young daughter moved back to Albany and into
faculty housing in 1966.

The family stayed at Albany State until 1969 when White’s
husband joined IBM and the family moved to Endicott, New
York. IBM’s faculty loan program took the family to Virginia State
where White’s husband taught. While there, White earned a
master’s degree in early childhood education.

The IBM career brought White’s husband to Atlanta, where the
family settled into a home in East Point. White held various
positions in daycare centers in the Atlanta area before joining
Spelman College’s Title XX Off-campus Center where she worked
until 1985. White returned to the Spelman campus that year as a
kindergarten teacher and became the center director in 1989.
White also served as a lecturer in Spelman College’s Education
Department until she retired in 1998.

White and her husband were married for 38 years when he died
in 2003. Together they had two daughters, a grandson and a
granddaughter.

White, now 71, still lives in East Point.
Even though it’s been nearly half  a century, Annette Jones

White remembers her days at Albany State College as clearly as she
remembers yesterday. She’s busy putting those memories onto
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Annette Jones White keeps the photo from her coronation as

Miss Albany State College hanging on a wall in her home.
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The present honors the past.

Annette Jones White, Miss Albany State College

1961-62

Miss Albany State University

Ali’Yah Arnold, Miss Albany State University 2010-11

Ali’Yah Arnold will be officially crowned as Miss Albany State University 2010-2011 during

the Coronation at 5 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 3, at the Albany Municipal Auditorium. During the

event, Arnold will make a special presentation to Annette Jones White, who was Miss

Albany State College 1961. White lost the crown when she was suspended following her

arrest for involvement in civil rights demonstrations.

POTENTIAL. REALIZED.

Aspire Fall Homecoming ed 2010_Layout 1  5/6/2013  3:27 PM  Page 26



Friday, Oct. 8

7 p.m.–midnight

Downtown Albany

Amphitheater - Veterans Park

Music, vendors & lots of fun!

College Town Block Party

Albany State University 

and the City of Albany

present the

aspire 25

Aspire Fall Homecoming ed 2010_Layout 1  5/6/2013  3:27 PM  Page 27



aspire 26

$100,000 CLUB!

To sign up, contact the ASU Foundation at

(229) 430-4660, or bring your credit card or

check to the game.

$100,000 CLUB!

The cOnTribuTiOns will suppOrT schOlarships aT asu. 

100 Yard Line
+

200 Alumni & Friends
x

$500 each for Scholarships
=

$100,000 Club

Join the 

Homecoming  Game
October 9, 2010 - 2 p.m.
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Breaking ground Aug. 20 for two new residence halls at Albany State
University are (from left) Sam the Ram; Clifford Porter, vice
president for Institutional Advancement; Helen Black, former first
lady of  ASU; Larry Wakefield, vice president for Fiscal Affairs;
Xavier Jones, vice president, ASU Student Government Association;
State Rep. Winfred Dukes; Rev. John A. Severson, pastor, Union
Baptist Church; Ashlee Fogle, president, SGA; Dr. Everette J.
Freeman, ASU president; Dr. Willie Adams, mayor, City of  Albany;
Kenneth Cutts representing U.S. Congressman Sanford Bishop; State
Rep. Carol Fullerton; Greg Hylick, president, National Alumni
Association; Gwinetta Trice, ASU director of  Student Activities;
Ali’Yah Arnold, Miss ASU; Jeff  Sinyard, Dougherty County
Commission; State Rep. “Coach” Williams; Reuben King, Mr. Royal
Gentleman; James Oliver, director of  Facilities Management;
Bonisha Porter, director of  Housing and Residence Life.

Community leaders joined Albany State University students, faculty and
staff  for a groundbreaking ceremony Aug. 20 for two new construction
projects. Participating in the groundbreaking ceremony for the new
student center are (from left) James Oliver, director of  Facilities
Management; Helen Black, former ASU first lady; Reuben King, Mr.
Royal Gentleman; Ali’Yah Arnold, Miss ASU; Xavier Jones, vice
president, Student Government Association; Ashlee Fogle, president,
SGA; Andrew J. Reid, Sr., ADICA; Dr. Everette J. Freeman, ASU
president; Greg Hylick, president, ASU National Alumni Association;
State Rep. Carol Fullerton; Kenneth Cutts representing U.S.
Congressman Sanford Bishop; State Rep. Winfred Dukes; Clifford
Porter, vice president for Institutional Advancement; Larry Wakefield,
vice president for Fiscal Affairs; Gwinetta Trice, director, Student
Activities; Bonisha Porter, director of  Housing and Residence Life; Sam
the Ram; Dr. Willie Adams, mayor, City of  Albany; Jeff  Sinyard,
Dougherty County Commission; State Rep. “Coach” Earnest Williams.

We’re Growing at ASU!

Albany State University now has a 2011 Vanhool C2045 bus that
joins two other buses purchased over the past few years. The
57-passenger bus will be used for university activities, including
the Athletics Department, the Music Department and other
student groups.
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Platinum Sponsors
Phoebe Putney Memorial Hospital

SB&T Bank

Gold Sponsor
JLA Global

Silver Sponsors
The Veranda

Woodford Plywood, Inc.

Albany State University

Inaugural 

Community Service Award Banquet

August 19, 2010

Thanks to our sponsors!

Honorees: SB&T and President Mark Lane and
the late Davey Gibson

Davey Gibson

Mark Lane
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