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PRESIDENT’S
CORNER

THE

Dr. Everette J. Freeman

See PRESIDENT on page 2.

On Tuesday morning,  I

stood in front of an

auditorium to welcome a

group of new students to

Albany State University.

They were full of

excitement about the

possibilities here. Their

enthusiasm was contagious.

These students chose

Albany State with the goal

of earning a degree. They’ll

use the knowledge gained at

ASU for the rest of their

careers and beyond. While

academic subjects are

important, they’re not the

only part of a college

career.

I encouraged these new

students to learn about more

than just English or math. I

encouraged these students

to learn about other people.

As new students, they

Welcoming

new students

to the ASU

family

See page 3.

ASU’s Ephrem named

All-American

ASU welcomes new students 

at spring orientation program
By Joe West
Publications specialist

More than 125 students took

part in Albany State Univer-

sity’s day-long new student ori-

entation held Tuesday.

The program, designed to put

new students on the right track

to a successful college career,

introduced the students to key

administrators and faculty

members and gave them an

overview of the university’s

policies and practices.

ASU President Dr. Everette

Freeman kicked off the event in

the ACAD Auditorium by

greeting the students with ad-

vice for getting the most from

their college experience. 

“Build close relationships

with your professors and class-

mates,” he said. “Learn more

about your professors than their

academic credentials. For ex-

ample, you might like to find

out that the dean of our college

of education likes to fish in his

spare time and also that he

comes from family of educa-

tors.”

Dr. Freeman continued by

telling the students to take ad-

vantage of the unique opportu-

nity ASU provides for

enhancement because of the in-

stitution’s racial and cultural di-

versity.

“This institution has faculty

members representing 38 dif-

ferent nations,” he said. “If you

graduate from ASU and you are

white and you didn’t make

friends with any black students,

your education was much less

valuable than it should have

been. The same is true if you

are black and you don’t make

friends with your white class-

mates.”

Other faculty and staff mem-

bers presented the students with

information about what to ex-

pect during their first year at

ASU. The information covered

departmental topics from finan-

cial aid to the University Police.

The program concluded with

the students receiving academic

advisement and registering for

classes.

Freshmen Asa Smith and Dequirria Cutts look through ma-
terials during the new student orientation held Tuesday in
the ACAD Auditorium.

Basketball homecoming game set for Saturday
By Edythe Y. Bradley 
Sports Information Director 

Make plans now to attend

the Eighth Annual Peach Ball

Basketball Homecoming

Game, which pits the Fort Val-

ley State University Wildcats

against the Golden Rams of Al-

bany State University, on Sat-

urday, Jan. 9. The women’s

game will tip off at noon, with

the men’s game starting at 2:30

p.m. The games will be held at

Albany State’s HPER Gymna-

sium arena. 

The Lady Rams’ game

against the Lady Wildcats will be

televised live at noon by the CBS

See RAMS on page 6.
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have the opportunity to meet other students from different backgrounds with different goals. Each

student can learn about other students and gain a greater respect for other people that transcends gender,

ethnicity or age. Our campus is the perfect place for such opportunities.

While our faculty members are experts in their respective fields, there’s much more to them than just

the time in the classroom. Our faculty members take the time to get to know their students because they

care. Our faculty members invest in their students to make sure they not only learn the material, but also

how to maximize their personal potential. Our faculty members go beyond just the class time because of

their commitment to students.

Our staff members are committed to making sure students succeed because they care. Our staff

members go out of their way to make sure students know they’re valued. 

Recognizing the integral role each person plays on campus will help a student understand the

integral role he/she will play in society. Each person is important, and each person has a responsibility.

As our new students settle in as members of the ASU family, it’s important that we all make them

feel welcome and help them realize their potential.

The Albany State University Fall 2009
Commencement Exercises, featuring guest
speaker Mr. Lecester Bill Allen, is airing on ASU-
TV, Mediacom Cable Channel 19 in Albany.
Commencement can be seen at noon and 8 p.m.
each day through Sunday, Jan. 10.

Registration will be held from 10 a.m. to noon
on Saturday, Jan. 9, for the ASU Math-Science
Realized Saturday Academy in the Honors
Program Building, located next to the ASU dining
hall. The pre-college Saturday program is open to
students in grades 6-12. There is no cost for
participation. Enrollment is limited. Students are
accepted on a first-come, first-served basis. For
more information, contact Cheryl G. Jones,
program manager, at 430-1632 or
cheryl.jones@asurams.edu, or Connie M. Leggett,
program director, at 430-1917 or
connie.leggett@asurams.edu.

The Eighth Annual Peach Ball Basketball
Homecoming Game, which pits the Fort Valley
State University Wildcats against the Golden Rams
of Albany State University, will be held on Saturday,
Jan. 9, in ASU’s HPER Gymnasium. The women’s

game will tip off at noon, and  the men’s game
starts at 2:30 p.m. Tickets are $10 for adults and
$5 for kindergarten through 12th grade students.
Tickets will be sold on game day only. Ticket
booths and doors will open at 11 a.m.

The Center for the African-American Male will
host a Saturday Academy entitled “Academic
Preparation for 2010.” All sixth-grade through
college male students in the ASU service area are
invited to attend. This program will be held at ASU
in the James Pendergrast Memorial Library from
10 to 11 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 9. This program,
designed to reinforce good study habits and
encourage students,  is free and open to the
public. For more information, call the Office of
CAAM at 430-1821.

The Center for the African-American Male will
hold its third Winter Youth Summit from 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 21, in the HPER
Gymnasium. More than 400 male middle school
students in the Dougherty County School System
are expected to participate. For more information,
call 430-1821.
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Albany State University running back Demet-

rice Johnson will play in the 2010 Valero Cactus

Bowl. This year's all-star bowl game, featuring the

top Division II seniors, will be held tonight (Jan.

8) on the campus of Texas A&M-Kingsville at

Javelina Stadium. Kickoff is set for at 6:35 p.m.

(CST). 

Played in an East/West format, the game will

feature 80 Division II football players from across

America. Profits from the Cactus Bowl are donated

to Shriners Hospitals for Children throughout the

United States, Mexico and Canada.

A senior from Thomson, Ga., Johnson rushed 859

yards on 171 carries for 15

touchdowns and caught 30

receptions for 446 yards and

five touchdowns during his

senior campaign. The 2009

Harlon Hill Trophy nominee

as the NCAA Division II Col-

lege Football Player of the

Year also had 332 yards on 19

kick returns for the Rams.

Johnson was named to the

2009 All-SIAC Team and the

Daktronics All-Super Region Two Second Team. 

ASU’s Johnson to play in Valero Cactus Bowl

Demetrice
Johnson
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Albany State University offensive lineman

Joseph Ephrem has been named to the 2009

Boxtorow.com/BASN All-America Team.

Ephrem, a 6-6, 350-pound junior from Troy, Ill,

was a key anchor of the Golden Rams offensive

line. He was one of 25 top HBCU football play-

ers in the country to be selected for the team

Ephrem was instrumental in helping the

Rams’ “Gold Rush” gain 3,817 yards of total of-

fense, including 2,136 passing yards and 1,681

rushing yards on 725 total plays. The ASU of-

fense averaged 347 yards per game. 

ASU running back Demetrice Johnson, who led the SIAC in scor-

ing, and Mario Fuller, who anchored the Golden Rams “Dirty Blue”

defense, received honorable mentions.

In its third year, The BoxToRow.com/BASN HBCU Football

Media Poll and All-American team is a collaboration between DW-

Communications, LLC, the parent company of the nationally syndi-

cated sports talk show FROM THE PRESS BOX TO PRESS ROW

and www.boxtorow.com; and The Black Athlete Sports Network, the

leader in the coverage of African-American athletes in the world of

sports.

The All-America team was selected by some of America's top

writers and media members who cover black college football. 

Joseph 

Ephrem

By Adam Alexander
Publications specialist

Whether it is the metro-At-

lanta area or the Albany com-

munity, the need is identical –

an increased number of well-

trained and qualified teachers in

the Georgia school systems.

The U.S. Department of Ed-

ucation’s Office of Innovation

and Improvement recently took

note of this when it awarded

Georgia State University’s Col-

lege of Education with a record

$13.5 million grant.

The five-year grant, the

largest federal grant ever re-

ceived by Georgia State’s Col-

lege of Education, will fund the

Network for Enhancing Teacher

Quality Project (Net-Q), whose

primary goals are to enhance

teacher preparation programs,

create a teacher residency pro-

gram, and impact teacher reten-

tion and student achievement.

Serving as one of the bene-

ficiaries of the grant is Albany

State University, along with

Columbus State University,

Clark Atlanta University and

Georgia Perimeter College. Se-

lect school districts within the

city/area of the colleges and

universities will collaborate

with the respective institutions

to recruit and retain teachers in

the field of special education,

mathematics and science.

ASU’s partnering school dis-

tricts include Dougherty

County, Terrell County,

Mitchell County and Calhoun

County, all of which meet the

federal definition of high-need

areas.

Albany State’s allotment of

the $13.5 million grant is esti-

mated at $400,000.

“We will use the money to

r e c r u i t

and fund

teachers

in the re-

gion for

one year

for our

t e a c h e r

r e s i -

d e n c y

p r o -

g r a m , ”

said Dr. Kimberly Fields, special

education coordinator for

Teacher Education and liaison

ASU to participate in Network for Enhancing Teaching Quality project

Dr. Kimberly
Fields

Albany State’s Ephrem named All-American

By Adam Alexander
Publications specialist

Kayano Bell, applications

analyst in the Office of Infor-

mation and Instructional Tech-

nology at Albany State

University, was recently in-

ducted into the Omicron Delta

Kappa National Leadership

Honor Society.

Bell, currently a graduate

student at Valdosta State Uni-

versity, was among 62 students

chosen from a pool of 6,338

students selected to receive this

honor.

“I was very surprised and

overwhelmed with joy because

it is confirmation that your hard

work is being recognized,” Bell

said. “This was one of the

proudest moments in education

for me. It also gives me moti-

vation to do more and keep

moving forward.”

Founded in 1914, Omicron

Delta Kappa recognizes men

and women who have attained

a high standard in collegiate ac-

ademics and activities and

brings together representative

men and women in all phases of

collegiate life to help mould the

institution on questions of col-

legiate interest.

Members enjoy the presti-

gious honor of being in the top

35 percent of juniors, seniors,

and graduate students invited to

make application to this organ-

ization. Out of the top 35 per-

cent, new inductees are chosen

for membership into the leader-

ship circle. Inductees represent

exemplary character and have

achieved a record of responsi-

ble service and leadership in

one of five phases of campus

life: scholarship, campus or

community service, journalism,

speech or mass media, and/or

the creative and performing

arts.

Bell,

w h o

g r a d u -

ated from

Valdosta

S t a t e

with a

b a c h e -

lor’s de-

gree in

education

t h i s

spring, has maintained a 4.0

grade point average in addition

to working full-time and having

an active family life.

Bell inducted into leadership honor society at ASU

Kayano Bell

See HONOR on page 4.

See NET-Q on page 6.
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Conservation 

Tip of the Week

Designate one glass for
your drinking water each

day or refill a water
bottle. This will cut down

on the number of
glasses to wash.

(Source:  Water – Use it Wisely
www.wateruseitwisely.com/

100ways/se.shtml)

For additional 

information about

The Flint River Water

Planning & Policy Center or

waterSmart, contact:

Linda Means

P.O. Box 345

Albany, GA  31702-0345

Phone:  (229) 430-2900 

ext. 11

E-mail:  

lmeans@

h2opolicycenter.org

Web:

www.h2opolicycenter.org

By Adam Alexander 
Publications specialist

Troycia Webb, content developer II in the

Office of Information and Instructional Tech-

nology, was recently appointed to the Geor-

giaVIEW Functional Advisory Committee to

serve as a representative for Albany State Uni-

versity for 2010.

As stated on the University System of

Georgia’s website, “GeorgiaVIEW provides

USG institutions with an integrated academic

enterprise solution: Blackboard Learning Sys-

tem – Vista Enterprise License. It supports

both on-campus and off-campus learning ex-

periences through a framework offering com-

munication, resource access, testing, and

management that serves the learning and com-

munication needs of faculty, students, and ad-

ministration.”

Webb’s role as an ASU representative will

be to serve, facilitate and expedite functional

testing related to the implementation/installa-

tion of incremental product updates and up-

grades for GeorgiaVIEW. She will make

suggestions and evaluate best practices, evolv-

ing support strategies, documentation (i.e.,

training materials, surveys and reports), func-

tional testing, troubleshooting procedures, and

related endeavors associated with the mainte-

nance of the ongoing GeorgiaVIEW service.

“Serving on the GFAC committee will help

enhance what I do at Albany State and provide

me with firsthand knowledge of the additional

features and services,”

said Webb, who cur-

rently serves as the pri-

mary Blackboard Vista 8

administrator for ASU.

“It will also help us as

we provide training and

support to our faculty

and students here at ASU

because we will know

beforehand what is com-

ing and what changes

will be needed in our GeorgiaVIEW environ-

ment.”

The GeorgiaVIEW Functional Advisory

Committee represents a partnership between

GeorgiaVIEW and USG institutions. GFAC is

primarily responsible for evaluating functional

aspects of the GeorgiaVIEW service: imple-

mentation, deployment, and ongoing usage. It

provides strategic recommendations to key,

cross-organizational project & program teams

within the Office of Information and Instruc-

tional Technology.

“I see this impacting ASU as putting us in

the forefront of all changes coming from the

USG to the Office of Information and Instruc-

tional Technology,” Webb stated. “It will pro-

vide us with a voice. For me, it will enhance

my ability to be effective and proficient in my

current role at ASU. I look forward to learning

more and growing in OIIT. Serving on the

GFAC is a great opportunity for professional

growth and development for me.” 

Troycia Webb

Webb named to GeorgiaVIEW
Functional Advisory Commitee

HONOR       continued from page 3.

“I put God first in every-

thing I do and I have a very

supportive family,” Bell

mentioned. “These two fac-

tors contribute a lot to my

success. I enjoy what I do

and that makes a difference

because it gives you the

extra drive and push that you

need.”

Bell now joins a long list

of prominent individuals

who are also members of the

Omicron Delta Kappa Na-

tional Leadership Honor So-

ciety.

Students achieve national

recognition as participants of

an organization that includes

distinguished members such

as diplomats Winston

Churchill and Margaret

Thatcher; educator Joe

Clark, Grammy-winner Sh-

eryl Crow; comedian Bob

Hope; journalist Walter

Cronkite; Presidents Jimmy

Carter, George Bush Sr. and

Franklin Roosevelt; Harvard

Professor of African History

Cornel West; environmental-

ist Jean-Michael Cousteau,

Cy Young winner James

Perry; authors Pat Conroy

and Howard Gardner; advi-

sor to the Archbishop of

Canterbury Terence Waite;

U.S. Surgeon General Joyce-

lyn Elders; Sen. Hillary

Clinton; golfer Arnold

Palmer; and scientist Jonas

Salk. 
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Bishop Victor Powell (center) of Rhema Word International

Ministries presents the church’s contribution to ASU

President Everette J. Freeman (left) and Clifford Porter, Jr.,

vice president for Institutional Advancement.

The Rev. Lorenzo L. Heard (center), pastor of Greater

Second Mt. Olive Baptist Church, presents the church’s

contribution to Freeman (left) and Porter (right).

On Tuesday, Albany State University held a luncheon for local ministers whose churches are participating in the Adopt-A-

Scholar program. These congregations have donated to the program, which provides funds for the Presidential Scholar-

ships, Foundation Scholarships, and the Velma Fudge Grant Honors Program Scholarships.

Local churches participate in Adopt-A-Scholar program

Dr. Daniel Simmons (center), pastor of Mount Zion Baptist

Church, presents the church’s contribution to Freeman

(left) and Porter (right).

The Rev. J.A. Severson (center) of Union Baptist Church

presents the church’s contribution to Freeman (left) and

Porter (right).

The Rev. John Bruner (center), associate pastor of

Institutional First Baptist Church, presents the church’s

contribution to Freeman (left) and Porter (right).

The Rev. Earnest Davis (right), pastor of Bethel A.M.E.

Church, presents the church’s contribution to Freeman

(left).

Jan. 8, 2010

On Dec. 15, 2009, Albany State University held a luncheon for local ministers whose churches are participating in the
Adopt-A-Scholar program. These congregations have donated to the program, which provides funds for the Presidential
Scholarships, Foundation Scholarships and the Velma Fudge Grant Honors Program Scholarships.
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RAMS continued from page 1.

College Sports Network.

“We are excited to have our SIAC women’s teams play in front of

a national audience,” said Dr. Joshua W. Murfree, ASU athletics di-

rector. “This is an excellent opportunity for the nation to see the best

of women’s basketball action and expose our campuses.” 

The 2009-10 season marks the fourth year of the NCAA’s regular

season television agreement with CBS College Sports Network (for-

merly CSTV). The ASU-FVSU game is one of eight regular season

and one of four Division II women’s games to be televised by CBS

during the season. The live broadcasts include four men’s and four

women’s games. The broadcast can be seen on the internet at

www.ncaa.com and may be syndicated through regional sports net-

works.

Tickets for the game are $10 for adults and $5 for kindergarten

through 12th grade students, and will be sold on game day only. Al-

bany State students must have a valid ASU identification card, which

will be scanned for free admission. Ticket booths and doors will

open at 11 a.m. 

NET-Q continued from page 3.

for the Network for Enhancing Teacher

Quality Project at Albany State. “The bulk

of the money will be used to pay the teach-

ers while they are working that year because

people are deterred from teaching when

they cannot find jobs or they are required to

do an unpaid internship for their certifica-

tion.”

The residency program is eligible for

students who have earned a bachelor’s de-

gree and/or have not been certified as teach-

ers. Interested participants will act as

“teacher interns” during the day at a local

partnering school and take classes at Albany

State in the evening. Upon completion of

the program, students will have earned their

master’s degree and teacher certification.

Beginning next year, Albany State will

have five teacher residents who will be as-

signed to a specific school. Once the one-

year residency program is up, the teachers

will be given job positions at their respec-

tive schools for three years to improve the

retention rate among teachers in the school

system.

“We see this as another outstanding way

for Albany State and the College of Educa-

tion to serve the Southwest Georgia com-

munity,” said Dr. Wilburn Campbell, dean

of the College of Education.

Through a partnership with the National

Commission on Teaching and America’s

Future, teaching residents, mentors, and

university faculty will also be participants

in a Teachers Learning in Networked Com-

munities (TLINC) online community of

support.

According to Fields, this support system

will be paramount in retaining teachers.

“We want to establish a greater presence

in the four counties by following the stu-

dents and providing them with support,”

Fields said. “Also they can enter their first

year of teaching with confidence because

they will have worked with a veteran

teacher during their residency as well as re-

ceived class instruction from the courses

they take here.”

Teacher residents are expected to start

the program in the summer of 2010 and fin-

ish summer 2011. 

Scenes from the ASU holiday gathering
on Dec. 12, 2009



 

The Office  
of  

Career Services  
has relocated  

to  
Andrews Hall,  

Room 312 
 

Telephone:  
229-430-4654 

 
Email:  

careers@asurams.edu  
 



 
 

Albany State University 
A Pre-College Saturday Program 

SPRING 2010 SESSIONS 

REGISTRATION: SATURDAY, JANUARY 9, 2010 
TIME: 10:00 AM – 12:00 PM 

WHERE: HONORS PROGRAM BUILDING 
(ASU campus between the Dining Hall and the new residence halls.) 

 

 

GRADE LEVELS: ALL STUDENTS IN GRADES 6 – 12 
Session Dates: Jan. 23, 30, Feb. 6, 20, 27, Mar. 20, Apr. 10, 17 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

For more information, contact:  
Ms. Cheryl G. Jones, Program Manager 

(229) 430-1632 or cheryl.jones@asurams.edu   or 
Prof. Connie M.  Leggett, Director 

(229) 430-1917 or connie.leggett@asurams.edu

Participants will receive instruction in problem solving and 
critical thinking skills in math and science. 

There is NO COST for participation. 
Registration forms will be available on-site. 

To pre-register, see contact information below. 
Students will be accepted on a first-come,
first-served basis.  Enrollment is limited. 



IA needs your help with selecting next year’s theme….

Please submit ideas to:

Wendy.Wilson@asurams.edu 

It’s that
time
again...
time to
begin planning 

Homecoming 2010!

Winner will receive

a $25 gas card.


