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Now that Spring Com-

mencement has passed, sum-

mer is just around the corner.

This summer will bring

some big changes to the Al-

bany State University cam-

pus. In July we’ll break

ground for the construction

of three new buildings. All

three are scheduled to be

completed by the fall of

2011.

One of the new buildings

will be the much-anticipated

new Student Center. This

building will encompass the

existing dining hall and add

about 50,000 square feet to

the existing structure.

With this project, the din-

ing hall will receive a sec-

ond-story addition. Students

will then have two food ven-

ues for their dining choices.

The building will also in-

clude game and activity

areas, social and study

lounges, a bookstore, a post

office, a multi-purpose 

A growing 

academic home

See page 5.
Softball, baseball champs

Albany State University has

earned the highest audit rating

possible of code 1 for the fiscal

year 2009, which ended June 30,

2009. The Board of Regents In-

ternal Audit Office annually

rates the state audit reports on a

scale from 1 (good) to 5 (bad).

ASU earned a code 2 for fis-

cal year 2008, which was a

major improvement over the

code 4 audit rating the university

received for fiscal year 2007.

“Earning a code 1 audit rating

has always been our goal,” said

Dr. Everette J. Freeman, ASU

president. “This means that the

Board of Regents’ Internal Audit

Office has found that ASU fol-

lows sound business practices

and acts responsibly with state

funds. I am extremely proud of

our Fiscal Affairs team and all

their hard work that made this

perfect rating possible.”

Freeman explained that a

concerted effort was made to as-

sess risks, improve internal con-

trols and document procedures,

all of which were contributing

factors to the University’s im-

proved audit report this past

audit cycle. 

“The Fiscal Affairs team is

glad to be recognized by the

BOR staff for the progress made

in the last year,” said Larry

Wakefield, vice president for

Fiscal Affairs. “We look forward

to continuing to improve as we

help ASU reach its potential.”

Albany State’s fiscal affairs

management team includes

Dorothy Martin, Controller; Lori

Burnett, Business Services Di-

rector; Marion Ryant, Budgets

and Contracts Director; Thomas

Harris, Financial Aid Director;

Steve Grant, Human Resources

Management Director; James

Oliver, Facilities Director; and

Katherine Laster, Assistant Con-

troller and Assistant to the Vice

President for Fiscal Affairs. 

ASU earns the highest audit rating

ASU presents honorary doctorate to Lt. Gen. Williams

Albany State University President Everette J. Freeman (left) presents the Hon-
orary Doctor of Philosophy Degree to Lt. Gen. Willie J. Williams (center) during
the Spring 2010 Commencement held May 1 in the Albany James H. Gray Sr.
Civic Center. Willams, the former commanding general of the Marine Corps Lo-
gistics Command in Albany, now serves as the director of the U.S. Marine Corps
Staff. He was awarded the honorary degree in recognition of his support of Al-
bany State University. Joining in the presentation is Dr. Abiodun Ojemakinde
(right), vice president for Academic Affairs.
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UpcomingEVENTS
Albany State University’s Spring 2010 Com-

mencement Exercises and Conferring of De-

grees will be seen in its entirety on ASU-TV,
Mediacom Cable Channel 19 in Albany.  The
Spring Commencement will debut on-air Mon-
day, May 10, from 8 to 11 p.m. It will continue to
repeat daily at noon, 8 p.m. and 4 a.m. through
May 13. ASU-TV airs on Channel 19 from noon
to 4 p.m., 8 p.m. to Midnight, and 4 a.m. to 8
a.m. each day.

The ASU Staff Appreciation Day will be held
8:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Friday, May 7, in HPER Gym-
nasium. With the theme “ASU Staff: Ain’t No
Stopping Us Now,” the annual Staff Apprecia-
tion Day will begin with a continental breakfast,
followed by greetings from President Freeman
at 9 a.m. An icebreaker and role playing event
will kick off the group activities. Concurrent
breakout sessions on Fiscal Affairs, Team
Building, Personal Finance and Health and Fit-
ness (Pilates) will be conducted in the morning
and afternoon.

The next meeting of the Albany State Univer-

sity Toastmasters Club 5091 will be 10 a.m.-
noon May 15 in ACAD 172. The meetings and
membership are open to ASU students, faculty,
staff and the public. For further information,
please contact the club president, Toastmaster
Joyce Linkhorn, at linkhornj@aol.com or (229)
347-9745, or the vice president of membership,
Toastmaster Gloria Cole King, at
rose1010@hotmail.com.  Albany State Univer-
sity Toastmasters Club 5091 is sponsored by
the Department of History, Political Science and
Public Administration.

The Criminal Justice Institute at Albany State

University will present a Second Chance

Workshop at 6:30 p.m. Tuesday, May 25, in
the Criminal Justice Auditorium. Presenters in-
clude law enforcement officials, prosecutors
and second chance practitioners Topics include
record expungement, pardon, restorative jus-
tice, second chance issues, post release Inter-
vention, pre-trial Intervention, crime and
community, and economic development. The
workshop is free to the public. For more infor-
mation, call the Department of Criminal Justice
and Forensic Science at (229) 430-4864.

The Albany State University Early Learning
Center will present “Discovering the Out-

doors and Its Past” summer program for chil-
dren ages 5-8 Mondays through Fridays May
31-July 16. (The ELC will be closed June 28-
July 2.) The summer program includes two
weekly trips to state parks, collaboration with
the NASA STEM program, two field trip T-shirts
and more. The cost for the six-week program is
$510 plus a $50 registration fee. Payment in-
stallments are available. Registration ends May
21. For more information call (229) 430-2792 or
e-mail elc@asurams.edu.

The 2010 National Alumni Association Inc.

Annual Planning Conference will be held
June 23-26 at the Holiday Inn, 197 E. Broad
St., Athens, Ga. Hosted by the Athens Area
ASU Alumni Chapter, the conference’s theme is
“ASU Alumni Drawing from Our Past as We
Strive to Enrich Our Future.” Room reservation
rates are $95 for single room and $105 for a
double room. Other rates apply for each ses-
sion. For more information, call (706) 254-9204
or e-mail
asuathensalumnichapter@yahoo.com. 

ballroom, an outdoor amphitheater, counseling offices and Student Government Association offices.

The current Student Center is 30,433 square feet. The new Student Center, including the dining hall,

will total almost 78,000 square feet. 

The new Student Center will be an inviting place for students to spend time studying or socializing.

It will be an incredible addition to the ASU campus.

Two other buildings that will begin taking shape this summer are two new residence halls that will

be located on the upper campus beyond the ACAD building. The plan is that eventually the Ray

Charles Fine Arts Center will be located next to ACAD, and these residence halls will be on the other

side of the Ray Charles Fine Arts Center.

The two new residence halls, also slated to open fall 2011, will provide housing for freshmen and

upper level students. These halls will help meet the increasing demand for on-campus housing by pro-

viding living space for about 600 students.

You’ll hear more about these construction projects in the coming weeks. When students return for

fall semester, they’ll already see signs of these buildings taking shape.

These new buildings represent the next phase of development for the ASU campus and are glimpses

of what’s to come. As Albany State University continues to serve a growing population of students, our

campus must grow to meet their needs. As that happens, ASU will become a more visible presence in

the heart of Southwest Georgia.

PRESIDENT continued from 1.
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Nurses pinned during ceremony

At the Nurse Pinning ceremony held April 30 in the ACAD Auditorium, Albany State Uni-
versity introduced eight new nurses. They are (front row from left) Terria Dotson, Tatan-
isha Parks and Cedric Lewis; (middle row) Naconia Morman, Naeemah Peeples, Arish
Robinson and Keywanna Price; (top) Keino Braddy.

Brimmer receives ASU International 

Citizen of the Year Award

Dr. Esther Brimmer (center), assistant secretary of state for international organization affairs,
receives the Albany State University International Citizen of the Year Award in recognition of
her humanitarian efforts from ASU President Everette J. Freeman (left) and Vice President
for Institutional Advancement Clifford Porter Jr. The award was presented during the Spring
2010 Commencement held May 1 at the Albany James H. Gray, Sr. Civic Center.



By Joseph West
Publications specialist

An Albany State University social work

major who graduated Saturday will now shift

gears and prepare to work on a master’s de-

gree in social work at another Albany State

University, well not exactly. Essence Danielle

Gant, the former Miss Albany State Univer-

sity in Albany, Ga., received her bachelor’s

degree at Commencement exercises last Sat-

urday. Next, she will

make her way to the

State University of New

York, University at Al-

bany (SUNY) in upstate

New York for graduate

school.

It is not a coincidence

that Gant will be attend-
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Conservation 

Tip of the Week

Group plants with the
same watering needs
together to avoid over

watering some 
while under watering

others.

(Source:  Water – Use it Wisely
www.wateruseitwisely.com/

100ways/se.shtml)

For additional 

information about

The Flint River Water

Planning & Policy Center or

waterSmart, contact:

Linda Means

P.O. Box 345

Albany, GA  31702-0345

Phone:  (229) 430-2900 

ext. 11

E-mail:  

lmeans@

h2opolicycenter.org

Web:

www.h2opolicycenter.org

See GANT on page 8.

ASU Social Work graduate to pursue a 
master’s degree at another ASU in Albany 

Essence Gant

Albany State Army ROTC 
commissions new lieutenants
By Joseph West
Publications specialist

The Army ROTC unit at

Albany State University com-

missioned three new officers

May 1 during the university’s

spring commencement. Bran-

don Spikes, Twaneshia

Sanders and Amber Lawson

pinned on gold lieutenant bars

at the ceremonies held at the

James H. Gray, Sr. Civic Cen-

ter.

Spikes, a native of Macon,

Ga., is the son of Sharron

Ward and the late Richard

Spikes, Sr. He is a 2006 grad-

uate of Central High School in

Macon. A criminal justice

major, he will be assigned to

the 35th Air Defense Artillery

Brigade in South Korea.

Spikes, formerly an enlisted

man in the Army National

Guard, served in that capacity

since September of 2005.

“I am looking forward to

beginning my career as a com-

missioned officer in the Air

Defense Artillery branch,”

Spikes said. “I am ready to

work hard to serve my coun-

try.”

Sanders, also a Macon na-

tive and a 2006 graduate of

Central High School, will

begin her active duty on May

3 and serve in the Adjutant

General’s Corps. Sanders, the

daughter of Twan Sanders of

Orlando, Fla., and Michelle

Lowe of Charlotte, N.C., will

be assigned to Fort Sill, Okla.  

While at ASU, Sanders was

very active in campus organi-

zations. A mass communica-

tion major, she participated in

the Student Government Asso-

ciation, Paraprofessionals Pro-

moting PeerFection, NAACP,

Relay For Life, Army ROTC

and the Order of the Eastern

Star.

Lawson, a social work

major and a native of Albany,

Ga., is a 2004 graduate of

Monroe Comprehensive High

School. She will begin her ca-

reer in the Adjutant General’s

Corps in Fort Jackson, S.C., in

August. She is the daughter of

Marie and Walter Wright. She

plans to pursue a career in the

Army and someday to enter

the Medical Service Corps,

where she can use the skills

she learned from her social

work education.

“I learned a great deal

while earning my degree at Al-

bany State,” she said. “Most

importantly, I learned to be fo-

cused, never give up and re-

main humble.”

Albany State University graduates Amber Lawson,
Twaneshia Sanders and Brandon Spikes take the Oath
of Office to be commissioned second lieutenants in the
U.S. Army. The three were commissioned during ASU
commencement exercises May 1 at the Albany James
H. Gray, Sr. Civic Center
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Golden Rams defeat Benedict College to 
claim SIAC baseball championship title
By Edythe Y. Bradley
Sports Information Director

After three years of watch-

ing another team win the SIAC

baseball championship, the #1-

seeded Albany State University

Golden Rams defeated the #2-

seeded Benedict College Tigers

in a 5-3 come-from-behind vic-

tory to clinch the 2010 title

crown on April 30 at the Paul

Eames Complex in Albany, Ga.

The win gives the Rams

their fourth championship title

under head coach Edward Tay-

lor. ASU finished 4-0 in the

tournament while BC posted a

3-2 record. In a battle of SIAC

Eastern Division foes, Albany

State used a potent offensive at-

tack to score five runs in the

final three innings to defeat the

Tigers. 

After an eventless four in-

nings and a one hour rain-delay,

Benedict College broke the

scoreless tie in the top of the

fifth inning when Christopher

Moye singled, stole second,

and scored on an RBI single by

Christopher Miller, giving the

Tigers the 1-0 advantage. The

Tigers added two points to their

lead in the top of the sixth in-

ning when Brandon Gipson hit

a single up the middle with the

bases loaded, scoring Milton

Jefferson and Clay Scott. 

It didn’t take long for the

Golden Rams to respond. ASU

received a little help from the

BC defense, as Corey Reeves

scored on an error by Benedict

right fielder Ruan Sharp, cut-

ting the lead to 3-1. The Golden

Rams tied the game in the bot-

tom of the seventh inning on an

RBI single to center field by

Reeves scoring Eddie Mathis,

who singled to lead off the in-

ning. Brandon Marcus followed

with a double down the left

field line scoring Mathis to tie

the game at 3-3. ASU scored

the eventual winning runs in the

bottom of the eighth inning and

put together a two-out rally to

take the 5-3 lead on a Mathis

RBI single, who eventually

would score the fifth and final

run on a passed ball. 

ASU pitcher Larry Johnson

closed the door on the Tigers to

seal Albany State's first SIAC

baseball crown since 2006.

Johnson pitched a six-hitter

complete game, striking out 11

and walking only two Tigers.

Reeves led the way at the plate

for the Golden Rams, finishing

3-for-5 with two runs scored

and an RBI. Mathis chipped in

with two hits and an RBI.

Benedict was led at the plate

by Clay Scott who finished

with two hits while Gipson

drove in two runs. Relief

pitcher Michael Jordan took the

loss for Benedict.

Three Golden Rams were

named to the SIAC's All-Tour-

nament Team for their out-

standing play during the

tournament. Shortstop William

Smalls, second baseman

Corbin Williams and pitcher

Tyler Rich were named to the

team. Also named the tourna-

ment's Most Valuable Player,

Smalls batted .667 for the

Rams, scoring six runs on eight

hits, including two doubles and

a home run, with six RBI.

Williams batted .500 on nine

hits. He scored seven runs on

seven RBI. Rich picked up

ASU's first tournament win on

a 15-0 shutout over LeMoyne-

Owen College. He struck out

five batters. Taylor was named

the tournament's Most Out-

standing Coach after leading

the Golden Rams to a perfect

finish in the tournament.

As the SIAC's automatic

qualifier, Albany State will

compete in the NCAA Division

II South Region playoffs on

May 13-17. Brackets and other

regional tournament informa-

tion will be announced later.

Members of the Golden Rams Baseball Team join Athletics
Director Dr. Joshua Murfree Jr. in celebrating the SIAC
championship win on April 30 in Albany.

Lady Rams defeat Fort Valley State to claim SIAC softball championship title
By Edythe Y. Bradley
Sports Information Director

With the score tied at 4-4 in the bottom of the seventh inning, Al-

bany State University senior star Deanna Birdsong hit a walk-off

home run on a 1-2 count to lead the #1 Lady Rams to a 6-4 victory

over the #2 Fort Valley State University Lady Wildcats in the cham-

pionship game of the 2010 SIAC softball championship tourna-

ment Saturday afternoon. 

It was the fifth homerun for the second baseman - and also the

sweetest. Birdsong went 1-for-4 with two RBI in the victory at

South Commons Softball Park in Columbus, Ga. The win gave Al-

bany State its fourth conference title in the past six years for head

See SOFTBALL on page 8.

Members of the Albany State University Lady Rams Soft-
ball Team celebrate winning the SIAC softball champi-
onship tournament held May 1 in Columbus. The Lady
Rams took the title after a 6-4 victory over Fort Valley State
University in the championship game. 
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Albany State Lady Rams lose to Florida
Tech in postponed regional tennis match 
By Edythe Bradley
Sports Information Director

After almost 18 hours of weather delays,

the Albany State University Lady Rams’

dreams of winning in the opening round of

the NCAA Division II South Region

Women's Tennis Tournament were washed

away with the rain. The Lady Rams lost 0-

5 to Florida Tech Friday morning at Lynn

University's Perper Tennis Complex in

Boca Raton, Fla. The Panthers advanced to

face Lynn in a morning match.

The Panthers closed the match with a

pair of 6-0 decisions in singles. Monica

Price finished first in the fifth position over

Brittany White, while Natalia Ramos

sealed the victory in the top spot against

Dominique Lambert. Unfinished matches

included Andrea Madrigal, who led Car-

olina Ribiero, 6-1 and 1-0, in the second

flight; Katarina Huba up 6-1 and 2-0 over

Kristina Jackson in the third spot; Abigail

Grief nearing completion against Reanah

Kellogg, 6-0 and 5-0, in the fourth position;

and Stephanie Dohner leading Crystal

LeGrand, 6-1 and 1-0, in the number six

slot. 

Before the inclement weather started on

Thursday afternoon, the Panthers had a 3-0

lead after doubles match and had started

singles play. 

Sweeping both of the top flights of the

draw on Thursday, Ramos and Greif beat

ASU's Jackson and Kellogg, 8-0, in the first

position. Huba and Keister beat White and

Ribeiro, 8-0, in the second spot. Madrigal

and Price topped Lady Rams Lambert and

LeGrand, 8-1, in the third slot to complete

the doubles shutout.

ASU head coach Khadijah Ali said al-

though the Lady Rams lost, she is proud of

her team.

“The level of competition at the regional

tournament is intense, and we knew we

would have tough competition. My girls

gave it their all,” Ali said. “Despite losing,

we were honored to have played at this

level and represent Albany State and the

SIAC in tournament play. We'll be back

next year.”

Florida Southern University and Val-

dosta State University are also slated to

play today. The winner will face the Florida

Tech vs. Lynn match winner in the tourna-

ment finals. Winners of the regional tour-

naments will advance to the finals, hosted

by the Central Florida Sports Commission

and Rollins College, on May 12-15 in Al-

tamonte Springs, Fla. 

To continue following the tournament,

visit www1.lynn.edu/index.php?src=gen-

docs&link=NCAATennis-Home.

Nine Golden Rams named to baseball 
all-conference, all-academic teams
By Edythe Bradley
Sports Information Director

Nine Albany State University Golden Rams have been named

to the 2010 Southern Intercollegiate Athletic Conference Base-

ball All-Conference and All-Academic teams for their outstand-

ing athletic and academic performances during the 2010 season.

The Golden Rams had five players earning first team honors and

three named to the second team. One Golden Rams earned All-

Academic team honors. The All-SIAC team was selected by the

league’s head baseball coaches and announced during day two

games of the SIAC’s Baseball Championship Tournament, held

at the Paul Eames Complex in Albany, Ga. Ten SIAC baseball

players with the highest grade point averages were named to All-

Academic team members.

Catcher Jarvis Beck, shortstop William Smalls, third baseman

Brandon Marcus, designated hitter Brandon Small and pitcher

Larry Johnson were named to the first team, while first baseman

DeMarcus Price, outfielder Corey Reeves and relief pitcher Ben-

jamin King received second team honors. Ken Nesbitt earned

honors for his academic performance.

"These young men have played hard for Albany State this

season and I am extremely proud of them,” said head coach Ed-

ward Taylor. “Having eight players on the all-conference teams

say a lot about the caliber of baseball we play at Albany State. I

thank the SIAC baseball coaches for selecting our players for

this honor.”

Selected as the SIAC's best starting pitcher, Johnson, a jun-

ior from Atlanta, Ga., has posted a 8-1 record, including a

shutout. He has struck out 71 batters in 71 innings on the mound.

Smalls, a sophomore from Decatur, Ga., has posted a .437 bat-

ting average and leads the team with 66 hits, including five

homeruns. He also scored 45 runs and drove in 37 this season.

Beck, a senior from Memphis, Tenn., has hit .330 on the season,

recorded 38 hits with 35 RBI, and scored 39 runs. He also

recorded 234 put-outs and 26 assists. Marcus, who was the 2009

SIAC Player of the Year, has batted .383 with 62 hits and batted

in 43 runners. The senior from Camilla, Ga. leads the team with

68 runs. Small, a sophomore from Richland, Ga., has hit .324

on the season, recorded 47 hits, and scored 45 runs, including

eight homeruns. 

A senior from Albany, Ga., Price has batted .356 and leads the

team with 72 RBI. He has recorded 58 hits and scored 48 runs.

Reeves, a junior from Lincolnton, Ga., batted .404 and scored 63

runs for the Golden Rams. He has 61 hits and 37 RBI. King, a

freshman from Bainbridge, Ga., went 3-0 for the Rams. He

struck out 16 batters in 39 innings pitched.

Nesbitt, sophomore pitcher from Macon, Ga., went 1-2 on the

season and struck out 12 batters while maintaining a 3.65 GPA

in ASU’s Mass Communication program.       



7May 7, 2010 InsideASU

The Upward Bound Program will hold

its third Summer Residential Program on

June 1 through July 8 on the campus of Al-

bany State University.  Fifty eager young

men and women already in Upward Bound

will get the unique opportunity to experi-

ence college life by living in the ASU Res-

idence Life Housing.  

The summer program is designed to give

students a glimpse of what college life is

like by giving them a chance to live in the

residence halls, have roommates, attend

classes in university facilities and eat in the

dining hall.  Parents will also get a chance

to experience what it will be like when their

student moves away to college.  

Over the course of the summer, student

participants are engaged in college prepara-

tory academic coursework, such as English,

science, math and Spanish. They will also

participate in mentorship activities, motiva-

tional workshops and educational field

trips, including trips to the Georgia Aquar-

ium, Challenger Learning Center, Kennedy

Space Center and visits to other colleges.

These courses and activities are all designed

to give the students a head start in school

for the following year.

Often described as the culminating event

of the Upward Bound experience, the Sum-

mer Residential Program is designed to ex-

pose students to a myriad of college level

academic courses in the summer between

graduation from high school to the student’s

first semester in college the following fall

semester. 

For more information about Upward

Bound’s Summer Residential Program, call

(229) 430-3071.

Albany State Upward Bound to offer 
summer residential program June 1-July 8

Winners announced in Second 
Annual ASU Student Media Awards

The following students have been selected as winners in the Sec-

ond Annual ASU Student Media Awards, presented by the Mass

Communication Program, Telecommunications Center and the Stu-

dent Voice. All of these students have demonstrated commitment,

professionalism and passion for their chosen areas of media. Their

enthusiasm and effort set the example for their peers, and their work

appeals to the readers, listeners and viewers of Albany State’s stu-

dent media. 

Winners may pick their awards up from ACAD 262. 

•  Outstanding Newspaper Student of the Year: Samantha John

son

•  Outstanding Radio Student of the Year: LaKia Bryant      

•  Outstanding Television Student of the Year: Britney Smith

•  Award for Student Excellence in Leadership & Management:  

Darla Gibbons and Brittany Burton

•  Award for Student Excellence in Technical Skills: Jason

Tracey

•  Award for Student Excellence in Creativity & Innovation: 

Bridgette Martin

•  Award for Excellent Student Newspaper Writer: Samantha 

Johnson

•  Award for Excellent Student Newspaper Editor: Dejia Free

man

•  Award for Excellent Student Newspaper Photographer: 

Natasha Hall

•  Award for Excellent Student Radio Personality: Mantonie 

Byrd

•  Award for Excellent Student Radio Promoter: Gerald Harris

•  Award for Excellent Student Sports Announcer: Byron Fields 

•  Award for Excellent Student Television Host: Vanessa Martin

•  Award for Excellent Student Television Producer: Keisha 

Webb

Student leaders announced for ASU media
Congratulations to the following students who interviewed ear-

lier this month and competed for these prominent positions as stu-

dent management for Albany State University’s student media

channels: Real 92.7 WASU-LPFM, ASU-TV Channel 19, and The

Student Voice newspaper. These students will manage the daily

operations of student media during the 2010-2011 school year.

They will provide leadership and mentoring to their fellow stu-

dent volunteers.

Real 92.7

Program Director: Darla Gibbons

Underwriting Director: Geneva Lewis

Production Director: Bridgette Martin

Jazz Music Director: Byron Fields

Urban Music Director: Keneathia Stubbs

Promotions Director: Gerald Harris

News Director: Mantonie Byrd

Sports Director: Robert Jones

Training Director: Destiny DeJournett

ASU-TV

Operations Manager: Keisha Webb

Program Director: Brittany Burton

Creative Services Director: Jason Tracey

The Student Voice

Editor-in-Chief: Dejia Freeman

Managing Editor: Samantha Johnson

Entertainment Editor: Latoya Johnson

Photographer: Natasha Hall
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GANT continued from page 4.

ing the same university attended by her so-

cial work professor Dr. Denise Bacchus, as-

sistant professor/field coordinator for social

work at ASU. Bacchus, who graduated with

a master’s degree in social work in 1997 and

a doctorate in 2002 from the School of So-

cial Welfare, SUNY at Albany, was a very

influential force in Gant’s academic career.

“I chose the University at Albany, New

York because I admire Dr. Bacchus,” Gant

said. “I like what that institution produced.

Even though I had been accepted into social

work programs at several other universities,

including the University of Georgia, I know

the University at Albany will be the place

for me.”

Bacchus acknowledges that she prefers

and encourages her students to continue

their education beyond the baccalaureate

level.

“I want to inspire my students to get

masters and doctoral degrees,” she said.

“This field needs many more minorities

with advanced degrees.”

Gant plans to use her education to start a

social service agency for battered women

and troubled youth. That concept pleases

Bacchus who believes that Gant will ac-

complish whatever she sets out to achieve.

“Essence was one of my best students,

and I expect nothing but the best from her,”

Bacchus said.

If the past is any predictor of future per-

formance, then Bacchus’ confidence in Gant

is well founded. In her years at ASU, Gant

has excelled. In addition to her winning the

coveted crown of Miss Albany State Uni-

versity, she successfully served as a mem-

ber of several organizations and

spearheaded successful activities and pro-

grams. Among her most prominent organi-

zations were the gospel choir, Student

Activities Advisory Board, Paraprofession-

als Promoting Peerfection, Eta Delta Chap-

ter of Phi Alpha Social Work Honor Society,

and Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority Inc. She

also completed an internship with Lily Pad,

where she helped the organization raise

funds for charity. 

Gant, a 2005 graduate of Evans High

School in Augusta, Ga., is a native of Pe-

tersburg, Va.  She is the daughter of an

Army major who retired while stationed at

Fort Gordon in Augusta.

SOFTBALL continued from page 5.

coach Robert Skinner.

“She was just focused,” Skinner said of Birdsong. “She was more

focused than I have ever seen her in her life. She got the right pitch

and hit it out of the park. I wasn’t surprised when she hit it, not her.

That’s the kind of ball player she is. She’s been clutch for us for

three years, and she’s been big all year.”

Skinner was proud of everyone on his team.

The Lady Wildcats got on the board first in the top of the second

inning when Jazmine McDaniel scored off Jessica Buchanan's sac-

rifice fly to centerfield. Later in the fourth inning, Fort Valley's Aniah

Usher flied out to center field, scoring an unearned run for Tawanna

Barker. 

After going scoreless for three innings, ASU senior pitcher Sasha

Reece decided she’d had enough. The SIAC Tournament’s MVP

homered to left field to score for the Lady Rams in the bottom of the

fourth inning. Reece went 2-for-2 and drove in two runs. The Lady

Rams scored again in the fifth to tie the score at two points each on

an RBI double to left field by Reece, scoring Ta’Shelya Bynum.

Fort Valley took a 3-2 lead in the top of the sixth inning when

Barker scored on an RBI single by Buchanan. But that lead didn't

last long. Reece doubled to left field, scoring Ta’Shelya Bynum to

tie the score at three. The Lady Rams took the 4-3 lead after Adri-

enne Morris scored off an RBI single by Kandis Banks. Ronkeya

Garner scored on a balk by Reece, tying the score at four for the

Lady ’Cats. The Lady Rams sealed the victory with Birdsong’s

homerun.

Reece pitched all seven innings, giving up eight hits to the Lady

Wildcats. She struck out three and walked two. She and four other

Lady Rams were named to the 2010 SIAC All-Tournament Softball

Team for their outstanding performances in tournament.

“Fort Valley played hard. They came to win,” Skinner said. “I

told the girls to stay focused and keep their eyes on the prize.”

During the post-game awards ceremony, four Lady Rams were

named to the 2010 SIAC All-Tournament Softball Team for their

outstanding performances during the conference championship tour-

nament. Reece was named the tournament’s Most Valuable Player.

The senior pitched three games for a 1.17 ERA. She struck out 15

batters and walked only three in 18 innings for the Lady Rams. She

batted .571. Other Lady Rams named to the team were catcher, Staci

Cauthen, short stop, Ta’Shelya Bynum and designated hitter, Allyssa

Spellman. Robert Skinner was named the Most Outstanding Coach

after leading his Lady Rams to a 4-0 finish in the tournament.

The Lady Rams will represent the SIAC in the NCAA Division

II South Region playoffs on May 14-16.

Monday - Thursday

7:30 a.m. - 9 p.m.

Friday

7:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Saturday

10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sunday

2 p.m. - 8 p.m.

James Pendergrast 
Memorial Library

Summer Hours
May 19 - July 14, 2010





 
 

It’s here!!!! 
The Albany State 

University 

 
 
Summer Residential Program 
 

June 1, - July 9, 2010 
 
The 2010 Six-Week Summer Residential Component is 
offered to students currently enrolled in the program. 
Upward Bound students will get a glimpse into “real” 
college life by dining on campus and living in the residence 
halls. Students will also undergo a rigorous academic 
curriculum consisting of English, math, science, and Spanish 
as well as participate in college tours, social and cultural 
events, professional development, life skills sessions, and 
recreational activities.  

 
For more information, please call the office of  

Upward Bound @ 430-3071. 

 



ALBANY STATE UNIVERSITY 
EARLY LEARNING CENTER 

presents 

Discovering The Outdoors And Its Past 
Summer Program 

 

This summer let your child enjoy the outdoors and discover its importance. Exploration of 
nature and outdoors will help children express themselves and observe their surroundings 

much clearer.  

Who is eligible: 

• Children 5-8 years of age 

When does it begin: 

• The summer program is a six-week program.  
Monday through Friday, 8 a.m.-4 p.m. 

• Monday, May 31, through Friday, July 16 
      (Center will be closed June 28-July 2.)
Summer Program Includes: 

• Two weekly trips to a state parks 
• Collaboration with NASA STEM program 
• Two field trip T-shirts 
• and MUCH MORE!
Cost: 

• $50 registration fee secures your placement.  
       DEADLINE: May 21 
• 6-week total: $510 
Payment installments are available.  
First payment is due May 21. 

REGISTER YOUR CHILD TODAY FOR A SUMMER OF FUN AND OUT-
DOOR ADVENTURE!!! ONLY 25 SLOTS AVAILABLE SO HURRY!! 

For more information, call 229-430-2792 or  

e-mail elc@asurams.edu. 



The Office of Alumni Affairs is asking 10,000 alumni, friends
and supporters of Albany State University to give $20.10 or
more in support of academic programming and scholarships.

To make an online contribution go to
www.potentialrealized.org/alumni/giveTo.dot

and click on the donations tab 
or mail your contribution to: 

Office of Alumni Affairs 2010 Campaign 
Albany State University 

504 College Drive � Albany, Georgia 31705

Albany State University

It simply takes $20.10 to make a difference.

is to raise more than 

$200,000
by 

July 1, 2010.

With your donation 

we can continue 

to produce 

“Potential. Realized.”

in 2010 and beyond. O
u

r 
go

a
l

Name ____________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

Amount of Donation $______________________           � Alumni             � ASU Supporter



The Criminal Justice Institute at Albany State University 
 

Presents 

Free Second Chance Workshop 
 

On 

Tuesday, May 25, 2010 
 

Venue: 

Criminal Justice Auditorium 
 

Time: 

6:30PM 
 

Presenters include: 
Law enforcement Officials, Prosecutors,  

Second Chance practitioners 
 

Topics include: 
 

Record Expungement 
Pardon 

Restorative Justice 
Second Chance issues 

Post Release Intervention 
Pre-trial Intervention 

Crime and Community and Economic Development 
 

  
  Workshop is free to the public.



 

SUMMER 2010 ADMINISTRATION 

ACAT EXAM 

(Biology, History, Social Work & Criminal Justice  

Majors ONLY) 
 

Registration only for the ACAT is scheduled for:   

May 3-May 28, 2010.  
(Monday-Friday ONLY) 

 

Examination Dates:  June 8–11, 2010 
Fee:  $35.00 

Please follow the directions carefully!!!!! 
Registration Operation Hours:  9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.    

No Exceptions!!!!!!!  

Registration includes all of the following in this order:   
1. Completing an exam application.  Applications are located outside the 

Testing Center’s office and must be signed by the chair of your depart-

ment. 

2. Payment of fees -$35.00 

Cashier’s Window ONLY (2nd floor of ACAD building) 

 Hours of Operation: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

(You must provide a receipt at the time of registering with application) 
 

3. Submit both application and receipt to the Testing Coordinator in the  

University Testing Center and schedule an appointment. 
    

***Applications (blue) are located in a folder outside the Testing Center*** 

 

 

University Testing Center  

Academic Building—Room 195 

(229) 430-1631 

shayla.davis@asurams.edu 



 SUMMER 2010 ADMINISTRATION  
 

Major Fields Test (MFT)  
 

MAJORS 
Business      Chemistry     Literature in English  Music  Political Science   

Psychology      Sociology  
 

Registration Period ONLY:  
 May 3-May 28, 2010  

Monday-Friday ONLY 
 

Examination Dates:    June 1-4, 2010 
Time Slots available: 

9:00 a.m.; 11:00 a.m.; 1:00 p.m.; 3:00 p.m. 
Fee:  $40.00  

Please follow the directions carefully!!!!!!! 
No Exceptions!!!!!!!  

Registration includes all of the following in this order:   
1. Completing an exam application.  Applications are located outside the 

Testing Center’s office and must be signed by the chair of your department. 
2. Payment of fees -$40.00 

Cashier’s Window ONLY (2nd floor of ACAD building) 
 Hours of Operation: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. 

(You must provide a receipt at the time of registering with application.) 
 

3. Submit both application and receipt to the Testing Coordinator in the  
University Testing Center and schedule an appointment. 
    
***Applications (yellow) are located in a folder outside the Testing Center*** 

 

Testing will be administered by appointments ONLY. 
 

University Testing Center  
Academic Building—Suite 195 

(229) 430-1631 
shayla.davis@asurams.edu 



    8th Annual
   Golden Rams
  Golf Outing

Friday, June 4, 2010
Flint River Golf Course  •  Albany, GA

Two-Person Scramble

Registration:  7:00 a.m.
Tee Time:  8:00 a.m.

Cost:  $100.00 Per Team
Golf Hole Sponsorship:  $250.00

All proceeds benefit the
Albany State University Football Program

2003, 2004, 2005 & 2006 SIAC Champions

Join us for the

For more information, contact
Head Coach Mike White at 229-430-1772,

Assistant Coach Anthony Kelly at 229-869-0279
or Assistant Coach Dan Land at 229-344-3991



Registration & Free Medical Exams
Saturday, May 15, 2009

8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
             East Albany Pediatrics and Adolescent Center

              1712 East Broad Avenue  •  Albany, GA
          229-639-3103

For more information, call Robert Skinner at 229-430-3817.

F   R   E   E

National Youth Sports Program

Program is open to students aged 10-16 in Dougherty County!

Albany State University is an equal opportunity and equal rights employer and all applicants for the National Youth Sports Program will be considered without
regard to age, race, religion, sex, handicap or national origin.

Acceptance and participation requirements for the program and all activities are the same for all regardless of race, color, national origin, gender, age or disability,
and there will be no discrimination in the course of the meal service.

Any person who believes he or she has been discriminated against in any USDA-related activity should write or call immediately to:
USDA / Director, Office of Civil Rights /  Room 326-W / Whitten Building / 14th & Independence Avenue, S.W. / Washington, DC  20250-9410
(202) 720-5964 (Voice or TDD)

To file a complaint against the sponsor, Albany State University, write or call immediately:
Albany State University / University Counsel, President's Office / 504 College Drive / Albany, GA  31705 / 229-430-2799

June 1 - July 2, 2010
8:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
HPER Gymnasium

Albany State University






